
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Growing up, I was blessed by having a father who liked poetry, so that I was exposed early in life 
to that beautiful way of expression. As we enter autumn, I’m reminded of the poem “Trees” by 
Joyce Kilmer: 
 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest  
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast. 

A tree that looks at God all day,  
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
A tree that may in Summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair; 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 

Who intimately lives with rain. 
Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree. 
  

Such good theology – a great reminder that all good things come from God, as well as a reminder 
that – change happens! 
 
To be honest, I prefer summer – so I’m enjoying the fact that the trees are still green. But I also 
know that I will appreciate the beauty that will come to us when the leaves change to yellow, or-
ange, and red. It’s natural for us to have preferences - whether it’s regarding the seasons or kinds 
of food or even worship styles. Perhaps the trick to enjoying God’s wide variety of experiences - 
even when that particular moment of time isn’t our “favorite” – is to be open to whatever blessing 
accompanies that experience.  
 
The poem also reminds us that God is the creator and sustainer of all aspects of our lives. Para-
phrased from Jeremiah 31:35, God is the one who gave us the sun for light by day and the fixed 
order of the moon and stars for light by night. While poems (and sermons!) are “made by fools 
like me” – my prayer is that God will allow my words and actions be a reflection of his light. 
 
And that’s all any of us can do, isn’t it? Be open to having God use us, without fear that our at-
tempts will appear “foolish” or inadequate. Together, let’s find ways for all of us to put our God-
given talents and abilities to work! 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Chris 

Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian 

Where every one of God’s Children is Welcome! 
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   Church Ministries 

 

 
Clerk of Session– See session notes 
 
 
Ministry of Administration–  Lee and Betty are currently working on updating the Manual of Oper-
ations, two of the items they are working on 1) The Deacon Responsibilities and the other is Updated 
Sexual Misconduct Policy.  
 
 
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship—The first several weeks of Fellowship have been 
well received.  We have encountered a hiccup here and there and are working to alleviate them.  
Please note, we will begin cleaning up approximately 5 minutes before CE begins. If you would like to 
be part of the Fellowship committee please contact Valerie Dauwe. 
 
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance– Report for August, 2021. 1. Bids are still being sought for gutter 
work. Decision should be made in October as to which process will be used. 2. Glass repair is com-
pleted on the broken door glass.  
 
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- For the first time in a couple of months, we had a major glitch in 
the Zoom portion of the hybrid worship service - which left the zoomers without sound for the entire 
service on 9/19.  The Zoom program had somehow become corrupted, perhaps during shut-down 
on 9/12, and Zoom would not recognize any of its microphones or speakers.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience.   
Worship has been discussing such issues as returning to normal offering collection and communion 
serving, but the rise in new cases of Covid19 has delayed implementation.  We have also discussed re
-instituting Spiritual Moments, having written prayer requests, and having pre-approved oral an-
nouncements from congregational members.  If you have an opinion on these subjects, please let us 
know. 
 
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– With the winter months ahead of us all types of winter clothes, 
coats, socks, sweaters etc. are welcome for S.O.U.L.  At this time we can take some donations at the 
church, but donations can always be dropped of at Tricounty Soul Pantry at 11177 Springfield Pike, 
Springdale, OH 45246, 513-771-3571 for more information TriCounty Soul Pantry (snclife.org)  
 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday      Friday     Last Saturday of each month  
9:30 – 11:00am    9:30 – 11:00am  (except Nov & Dec) 
6:00 – 7:30pm        9:30 – 11:00am 
  
 
Music Director– Brad will be interviewing candidates for the Jean S. Wiggins Choral  Scholarship 
program here and the larger education initiative of the CFE.   

 

 
 
 

https://www.snclife.org/tricounty-soul-ministries


Session Highlights  September 2021   

By Betty Hamilton 

 
[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a  
whole and the committees and Partnerships that report to Session  
other than the five Ministries.] 
 
 
• The PNC  (Pastoral Nominating Committee) There is good news.  The five 

members of the PNC have been meeting almost every week to prepare the 
information and documentation necessary to advertise the opening for a 
pastor at Greenhills.  It is now posted on the Church Leadership Connec-
tion, the on-line site where openings and potential candidates are matched.       
Our committee is now beginning to receive Minister Information Forms 
from those candidates.  Realistically, it will still take a long time to evaluate 
the forms received, follow up with discussions, conduct phone or Zoom in-
terviews, even in-person interviews, before the field is narrowed down to 
one or two candidates. 

 
• The F&F Ministry (Facilities and Finance Ministry)  As mentioned last 

month, finding a way to reorganize the Ministry is an on-going effort. Pas-
tor Chris is convening a group of Session members and Ministry members  
to plan for this.  Meanwhile, thanks to Phil and the faithful workers who 
keep our facility and systems running and in good repair.  It’s a never-
ending job! 

 
• Deacon’s Report Under the restructured government of the church, we 

now elect individual deacons. The first one for GCCP was elected in April of 
this year.  MaryAnne’s designated focus is the area of Congregational Care, 
with special responsibility for communicating with people who cannot at-
tend regularly.  She has systems for keeping in touch with all of us through 
attendance records, phone calls, emails, postal mail, etc.  She will report to 
Session the relevant information, such as prayer requests, while carefully 
preserving confidentiality as appropriate. 

 
• Music Director & Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble Brad is looking forward to 

interviewing candidates for the Jean S. Wiggins Choral  Scholarship pro-
gram here and the larger education initiative of the CFE.  We depend on the 
students to enhance the choir since our group is now so small.  Brad is 
working on this behind the scenes so that our worship services will once 
again benefit from choral leadership. 

     



                          A PLEA FROM THE RUMPKE DUMPSTER 

       

As you know, I have been residing in the Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian’s  park-

ing lot for many years.  I am now locked as a result of someone putting a dead raccoon in-

side me.  I sure didn’t smell good then! 

 
 
Anyway, I am available to receive trash, yard, and garden waste.  I am not happy when cardboard 
boxes and other recyclable and reusable items are placed inside me.  As there currently is a short-
age of cardboard and as I want to be happy, I have provided some ideas for how cardboard box-
es and other recyclable and reusable items can be better handled.   

 

 Broken-down cardboard boxes can be taken to the designated area of 
the church where they can be picked up and taken to a proper recycling 
container. 

 Broken-down cardboard boxes can be taken to the green Rumpke Card-
board receptacle located at the back of the Greenhills Shopping Center, 
close to the rear of the Greenhills Pony Keg. 

 Broken-down cardboard boxes can be placed in your own home recycling 
bin. 

 
 

 
 Reusable items can be taken to the St. Vincent de Paul collection box located at 
Our Lady of the Rosary, between the church and school buildings.  There are other 
collection boxes in our area.  Additionally, reusable items would be welcomed by 
Matthew 25: Ministries, Vietnam Veterans, or by the many other charitable organiza-
tions in our area. 
 

 
 For electronic products, there are recycling facilities like Cincinnati Computer 

Cooperative located at 49 Novner Drive where these items can be taken on des-
ignated days.  And there are various electronic collection days that occur in the 
area throughout the year. 

 
 Please help me remain free of recyclable and reusable items. 

     Thank you 

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of August 31 , 2021 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 67% 

Budget Needed $88,577 

Direct Income to Date* $51,615 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received 39% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 52% 



 
 
 
 
 
Bell Garden 
 
Fall has arrived and change is coming to the garden areas.  The gerani-
ums in the two concrete planters by the entry doors have been replaced 
by beautiful chrysanthemums.  The roses have been fertilized for the 
final time and the dwarf Alberta spruce, a.k.a. "Nancy's Tree", has been 
given its final treatment for the year.  The butterfly that Nancy Kennedy 
gifted to the garden a number of years ago, now resides in the Chil-
dren's' Garden with new green "gems" in place on its wings.  The former 
"gems" that had been glued in place about three years ago, had disap-
peared without a trace. 
 
The last few weeks have been spent working along the fence line on the west side of the parking 
lot.  The backyards of four homes abut the fence line and two of the occupants keep their side of 
the fence cleared of excess foliage and leaf debris.  The same can't be said of the other two occu-
pants as there is a chair, fallen limbs, rose bushes, many small trees that have grown up from seed, 
piled up leaves, etc. on their side of the fence.  There wouldn't be a problem if the trees didn't grow 
and send branches on the church side of the fence and if the rose bushes didn't have canes many 
feet long with formidable thorns that come through the fence on the church side.  Perhaps prayers 
might be utilized to encourage the two occupants with the untidy back areas to visit those areas 
and realize that some cleanup would be in order! 
All are encouraged to work in the garden if time and energy permit.  Gardening will continue 
through October, and into November if the weather and leaf fall permit. 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES 

 
On September 9, seven volunteers representing GCCP spent two hours at Matthew 
25: Ministries taping the lids on personal care products and blacking out the bar 
codes.  Our group is next scheduled to volunteer there on Thursday, October 7 from 
1:30-3:30 PM.  Anyone who would like to be part of our adventures at Matthew 25 
should contact me (513-851-9835) for instructions.  New volunteers (i.e. anyone vol-
unteering for the first time since March 2020) must pre-register.  Upon arrival, a new 
card will be issued.  Masks must be worn.   
 

 
 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
This group, which is open to all, will next meet on Tuesday, October 5, at 
1:30 PM in Room 210 of the church.  Below are the meeting dates for the 
next six months.  All meetings will take place on Tuesdays beginning at 
1:30 PM in Room 210 unless otherwise noted in future communication. 
October 5 and 19,  November 2 and 16,  December 7 and 21,   
January 4 and 18,  February 1 and 15,  March 1 and 15 
You don't have to know how to knit or crochet to join the group as there 
are folks who can help you get started.  And if you don't knit or crochet 
and don't want to learn but would like to "get out of the house" and en-
joy some "adult company" you will be welcomed. 
 
 



Tai Chi + 
 

The Sojourners are sponsoring a new opportunity for all of us to work on improving our  
individual & overall health and fitness by joining together in participating in this gentle,  
low impact exercise, which puts minimal pressure on joints while helping to strengthen our  
muscles, improve our balance, relax, and reduce stress .. and have some fun together!! 
 
Medical surveys report that overall lack of energy and high levels of stress are the largest  
Group of complaints Doctors are hearing recently. Insufficient energy leads to poor vitality, 
weak creativity, lower food metabolizing capability and certainly, a lower than desired 
amount of joy. Tai-chi + practitioners know that it helps prevent and lower high blood pres-
sure, lowers ones BMI and increases bone density and……. the icing on the cake is Tai-chi+ 
also enhances one’s alertness, mental quickness, and overall wellbeing by adding ENERGY to 
the body.  Tai chi + is a walking meditation that when practiced consistently, will improve 
circulation, bolster the immune system, and combat depression. Does all this sound too 
good to be true? Let’s try it and see what it might do for us!!! 

 

Led by Craig Auberger and Jeffrey Berling 

 

Craig has studied various Martial Arts for 55 years. His 

methods of teaching and guiding others into better 

overall health can be life changing …. And his goal is 

to lead others to new horizons through this unique  

program.  

Jeffrey has dedicated the past 12 years to fitness and 

health. Being healthy goes beyond the physical for 

Jeffrey. The mental and emotional benefits of Tai chi 
are equally as important and have been life changing 

for him!  

Classes are  

scheduled for every other 
Wednesday, same time,  

same place,  

$3.00 per person,  

$5.00 a couple.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily emails showing latest les-
sons will be sent to participants 
to promote daily self-practice at 
home. 

Join us on Wednesday, 
October 20, Fellowship Hall 

10:30 – 11:30 am 
for a free introductory Class 

No special clothes!  
Comfortable casual or workout wear;  

tennis or casual shoes. 
And Masks 



 
Congratulations to Dr. Ronald Jandacek, who was recently rec-
ognized by the Sierra Club for fifty years of service to America’s 
wetlands and wildlife. Thank you for caring so faithfully for God’s 
creation.  

 
The Skin of Our Teeth,  

    by Thornton Wilder 

 
Who wants to read and discuss them too? 

 

COME!!! 
 

Lots of characters to read, including  
the maid, the doctor, the telegraph boy, a dinosaur, a mammoth, 

Sabina, Mr. and Mrs. Antrobus  
 plus many others. Some 27 characters in all! 

 
 

The play will probably lend its self to 4 or 5 readings/meetings  
Oct. 6, is a “starter.”   

(We can consider other days/times after we meet…) 
 

Sign up to read and discuss  
 

Indicate interest and/or attendance by email at jasdot34@gmail.com  
Or by phone at 513-825-2689. 

 
Dot Keith’s house on Wednesday. October 6, at 2 PM. 11119 Embassy Dr. 

 
(All participants must have had COVID shots) 

 

Dearest Friends, 
 
Our heartfelt thanks to all of you, for your prayers and genuine expressions of 
care and concern for our family, these past two months. Our daughter Valerie’s, 
surprising diagnosis of thyroid cancer in early June, her major surgery on July 
29th, and these last two months of amazing recovery have been a blessing and faith 
affirming for all of us. 
  
As an update, during these last two weeks of September, she has returned to being 
a high school art teacher 1/2 days, soon to be full-time. The last stage of this initial 
attack to eradicate the cancer will be in late October, when she will have a radio-
active iodine treatment, which is recommended to attack any remaining cancer 
cells. We will once again welcome your prayers at that time.   
                                             Our gratitude and blessings to each of you,  
 
                                                                             Chris & Rudy Visnich 

mailto:jasdot34@gmail.com


   Scripture passages for Sundays in October  

   

   October 3,   19th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Semicontinuous:  Job. 1:1; 2: 1-10 and Ps. 26; 
   Complementary: Gen. 2: 18-24 and Ps. 8: 

   Heb. 1: 1-4; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 2-16 

    World Communion Sunday,  Peace & Global Witness Offering 
   

    October 10,   20th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Semicontinuous: Job 23: 1-9, 16-17 and 
   Ps. 22: 1-15; Complementary: Amos 5: 6-7, 

   10-15 and Ps. 90: 12-17; 

   Heb. 4: 12-16, 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 17-31 
    Domestic Violence Awareness     

  

   October 17,     21st Sunday after Pentecost 
   Semicontinuous: Job 38: 1-7 (34-41), 16-17 

   and Ps. 104: 1-9, 24, 35c; Complementary:   

   Isa. 53: 4-12; and Ps. 91: 9-16; 
   Heb. 5: 1-10; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 35-45  

    Children's Sabbath,  Educate a child, Transform the World 

  
   October 24,      22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

   Semicontinuous: Job 42: 1-6, 10-17 and Ps. 34: 1-8 

   (19-22); Complementary: Jer. 31: 7-9 and Ps. 126: 
   Heb. 5: 1-10; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 46-52 

    United Nations Day  

  

   October 31,      23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
   Semicontinuous:   Ruth 1: 1-18 and Ps. 146 

   Complementary:  Deut. 6: 1-9 and Ps. 119: 1-8; 

   Heb. 9: 11-14; Mark 12: 28-34 
    Reformation Sunday  

 



 

 

Prayer of the Month:  
Heavenly Father, I pray that I may not be so consistent in the small things of life that I will lose 
the great inspirations that come to the soul. Broaden my life, that I may have the freedom of 
heart and mind to pass over the failures and interruptions, and with vigorous energy continue 
in the progress of life. Amen. 

  Glenna Lopina       1 
  Chris Newcomer    6 
  Tom Dauwe         11 
  MaryAnne Kizuka  13 
  Al Hamilton         15 
  Mary Newcomer   15   
  Sharon Bailey        25 
  Art McCardle         30 
  Jane Acus         30 

Happy Birthday 

 
Tom & Valarie Dauwe      19   
Celebrating 30 years                
Bob & Sissy Simons          28 
Celebrating 49 years 

Things that happened in History  

in October 

 

 

October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford's Model T, a 
"universal car" designed for the masses, went 
on sale for the first time. 
  
October 11, 1521 - King Henry VIII of Eng-
land was given the title "Defender of the 
Faith" by Pope Leo X following the publica-
tion of the King's book against Martin Luther. 
  
October 13, 1775 - The United States  
Navy was born after the Second Continental 
Congress authorized the acquisition of a fleet 
of ships. 
  
October 31, 1941 - Mount Rushmore Na-
tional Memorial was completed after 14 years 
of work. The memorial contains 60-foot-tall 
sculptures of the heads of Presidents George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lin-
coln and Theodore Roosevelt - representing 
America's founding, political philosophy, 
preservation, and expansion and conserva-

Fun Fact for October 
 

The name October has been derived from 
the Latin “Octo” which means eight because 
October was the eighth month of the year, 
according to the Roman calendar. It was 
called Winterfylleth, meaning the “fullness of 
winter”, by the Anglo-Saxons because it had 
the first full moon of the winter season. 
  
There are seven months in the year with 31 
days and October is the sixth of them. The 
amount of days hasn’t changed over the ages 
either, with the ancient Roman calendar also 
placing 31 days in October. 
  
It wouldn’t be October without Halloween, 
which is celebrated on October 31st. The cele-
bration’s origins go all the way back to the 
Gaelic people of modern-day England, Scot-
land, and Ireland, who celebrated the festival 
of Samhain. Among other activities, the origi-
nal celebrants of Samhain would dress in cos-
tumes or disguises and go door-to-door re-
ceiving gifts of food, much like how today’s 
children dress up and receive treats! 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-henry-ford.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-rushmore.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-rushmore.htm
https://www.thefactsite.com/100-halloween-facts/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/october-31/
https://www.thefactsite.com/ireland-facts/


 


