
FROM THE PASTOR 

Penultimate: pe-nul-ti-mate. Next to last in a series of things; second to last. 

November is our penultimate month together. We began at the beginning of the Lent/Easter 

season in 2020. And we will complete our time together after the Advent/Christmas cycle and 

the end of 2021. In-between, we've navigated our way through the COVID pandemic. We've 

continued in our ministry and mission through the power of the Holy Spirit. We've celebrated 

the Lord's Supper every month.  We even learned how to use Zoom! Well done, good and faith-

ful servants of the Lord! 

 

Thanksgiving: thanks-gi-vuhng. an annual national holiday celebrating the harvest and other 

blessings of the past year.  

November is also the month to celebrate Thanksgiving. A time to pause and give thanks to God 

for the many blessings we've been given. It's also the month when we adjust our time from 

daylight savings to ordinary time. And it's also the month we begin our Advent journey  

together. 

 

Stewardship: stew-ard-ship. the job of supervising or taking care of something such as an organ-

ization or resources. 

So what better month than November to turn our thoughts to stewardship? Well, to take that 

question literally, ALL months are good months to exercise faithful stewardship! You'll be hear-

ing more about stewardship from Lee and others - but let me say: THANK YOU to all of you for 

being such a generous congregation. Thank you for sharing your faith journey with me. And 

dedicating yourselves - your time, talent, and treasures - to God through GCCP. It has been a 

pleasure and an honor to be your interim / transitional minister. 

 

Advent: ad-vent. The arrival of a notable person, thing, or event. For Christians, it is the time 

leading up to the celebration of Christ's birth and the time of waiting for Christ to come again at 

the end of the ages. 

 

This year, Advent starts on November 28 and continues into December. We will gather for wor-

ship on Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24, and again on the day after Christmas for our  

weekly Sunday worship service.  

 

May you discover many wonderful blessings from God during these last two months of 2021. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Shalom, Pastor Chris 
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           Church Ministries 

 

Clerk of Session– See session notes 

 

Ministry of Administration– See Stewardship notes below. 

 

Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship - Our time together after worship service is 
being enjoyed by our congregation.  Plans for a church Christmas party are in the works.  
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance– 1. A new boom mic has been installed in the sanctuary and is 
working well. 2. The repair of the hole to the "squirrel hotel" has been repaired, Oct 27, along 
with covers for the window wells outside of the windows in Fellowship Hall.  
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- Christian Education—A major step in returning to normal-
cy in worship was taken with the return of a couple of music scholars to provide special music 
on Sunday mornings.  Former music scholar, Cari Sullivan, and current music scholar, Surendra 
Bhandari, have graced our services with beautiful solos for several Sundays, and will continue to 
do so - even as Brad Caldwell is able to add enough new scholars and returning choir members 
to re-form the Jubilee Singers. 
For those attending via Zoom, Cliff Kizuka has allowed us to streamline our sound system by 
providing a boom microphone close to a main sanctuary speaker so that only the sound coming 
through the house sound system is transmitted through Zoom - replacing a complicated pro-
cess of switching between individual USB microphones connected to the Zoom host comput-
er.  As long as we can get house microphones close to speakers and musicians (which we need 
to do for in-person attendees anyway), we should have quality sound through Zoom.  We have 
had some technical problems associated with Zoom Updates and inevitable human error, but I 
believe those problems are behind us, and we can expect more reliable performance from the 
streamlined system we now have.  We may have a monitoring computer at the back of the sanc-
tuary beginning October 24, so that our sanctuary sound experts can track sound issues with 
Zoom also. 
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– As we are now into the cold season, please remember our 

S.O.U.L basket in the church office. 

 

Music Director– Brad reported that interviews for our next class of choral scholars is continuing.  

 

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of September 30 , 2021 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 75% 

Budget Needed $99,154 

Direct Income to Date* $76,988 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received 58% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 58% 



 

REPORT FROM STATED SESSION MEETING 

OCTOBER 19, 2021 
 

After a spiritual moment from Godfrey Ngong, who reminded us that every-

thing we do has an effect on someone else, Pastor Chris led us in our monthly 

“Session 101”. This month, we continued our review of our pastoral history, 

considering what had worked well, what had not, and how to move forward 

with that knowledge. 

 

We are at the “budget” time of year. All Session members were asked to talk 

with the treasurer about their anticipated/requested budget for 2022. At the 

end of September, both income and expenses were at 58% of our 2021 

budget, rather than the 75% expected at the end of 9 months. 

Reports were received from the various ministries, and appear elsewhere in 

The Chimes. 

 

In November, the Session will discuss becoming a “Matthew 25 church”. If 

you are interested in knowing more about it (and knowing that it refers to the 

Matthew 25: 31-46 passage),  check out the page https://

www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-

church/ 

 

Brad reported that interviews for our next class of choral scholars is continu-

ing. The PNC continues to do its work faithfully. We are grateful for both. 

The November 9 meeting of the Presbytery of Cincinnati will be at  

Northminster Presbyterian Church. If you have ever wondered what goes on 

at a presbytery meeting, this is a good opportunity to attend. The business 

meeting is always interesting, and the worship service is always meaningful 

and usually includes special music from the host church. 

 

The congregation is invited to talk with any Session member for more infor-
mation or about any concerns or with any ideas: Valerie Dauwe, Phil Haisley, 
Betty Hamilton, Mary Newcomer, Godfrey Ngong, Bob Sanders, Lee Sander, 
Rudy Visnich, Pastor Chris White. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-church/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-church/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/become-a-matthew-25-church/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH 

 

Why is that? you may ask. Aren’t we always called to be stewards 

of the earth and of the many gifts God continues to give us? Yes, 

of course. But in the church, as in all organizations, there are spe-

cific tasks that need a specific time assigned to them. One of 

those is the stewardship campaign. It is a time when we are 

asked to remember our gratefulness and to respond to God’s 

grace in a tangible way. If we are to continue to be an outpost of 

God’s Kingdom at the corner of Winton and Cromwell, it takes 

resources. We need the talents, the ideas, the time, and the ener-

gies of all of us to continue the ministries of this congregation. 

But we also need the fiscal resources.  

In this month in which the national holiday of Thanksgiving falls, 

and as we head toward Advent and Christmas, it is appropriate 

to take stock of all that we are grateful for and to respond out of 

that abundance. 

In the November worship services, you will hear Moments for 

Stewardship, and on November 28, 

we will consecrate our pledges and 

gifts for 2022.  

May God continue to bless each of us 

individually and all of us communally 

with opportunities to minister to the 

world. 

 



Ramblings from the Road   - by Betty Hamilton 

 

October is my favorite month.  Typically, it signals the end of summer heat and the beginning of cool, crisp air, along 
with the glory of autumn color in the trees.  We planned our two-week trip to include the usual ‘peak of the season’ 
on or about October 15, which also happens to be Al’s birthday.  The original plan was to make a loop through East-
ern Ohio, into Pennsylvania, then South through West Virginia and Kentucky, and back home to Ohio.  We’d avoid 
Interstate highways and follow the ‘scenic routes’ wherever possible.  We’d travel less than two hundred miles a 
day and make frequent stops at points of interest. 

           

Nature’s plan was different this year.  It was not a good year for fall foliage, and the color that showed up occurred 
later than usual.  To compensate for this and give ourselves a few days more of possible color, we spent more time 
in Eastern Ohio.  Then we went North from Pittsburgh all the way to the Chatauqua region of New York state before 
we started south.  I made a deliberate choice to enjoy everything along the way even though it was not exactly as 
we had expected.  Of particular interest were the people and cultures we met in greater depth than is possible just 
by reading a history textbook.   

           

The much-visited Amish towns in Ohio were picturesque and delightfully pleasant.  Who could resist stopping at 
places with names like Walnut Creek and Sugar Creek?   

 

Yet, not much further along, there was a less touristy 
area of historical interest where a totally separate cul-
ture came to life.  The reconstructed village of 
Schoenbrunn was the location of a settlement of Mora-
vian missionaries to the Indians.   Their activity was early 
in the 18th century.  Unfortunately, later waves of immi-
grants, who didn’t believe that the Indians were actually 
Christians, drove them away and destroyed their homes.  
At this location was my first experience using an electric 
scooter so that I could tour the entire village.                                                                                     

Schoenbrunn Village 

           

In Pittsburgh, the confluence of the three rivers (Allegheny, 
Monongehela, and Ohio) brought stories of the early years of 
our country with the explorers who pushed westward and then 
the industrial giants who developed the railroads and 
manufacturing that helped to make our nation strong.   
 
The campus of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary reminded us of 
our strong heritage in Presbyterian-ism, though we didn’t go 
inside any of the buildings. I did have the pleasure of standing 
in front of the clock tower of the Chapel to hear the Westmin-
ster Chimes and the strike of the hour at 3:00 p.m. 

           

      

 

 The Chapel 

 



 Also in Pennsylvania, just for fun                                    

        and a touch of ‘pop culture’, we stopped 

               at Punxsatawney for a visit with Phil, 

                    whose images were all over town. 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Phil                                                                                        

  Then, on a sobering note, came the                      
  visit to the Flight #93 National Memorial near      
  Shanksville.  The site was amazing – so inspirational and  
  so well-developed.  The actual spot where the plane     
  crashed is restricted to the families of those who lost their  
  lives that fateful 9/11.  For others, the Visitors’ Center  
  holds wonderful displays with electronic sounds and   
  images as well as an Observation Deck.  The story of  
  bravery and heroism makes me proud to be an American.   
  There is more, but the tale is beyond the scope of this   
  article! 
 
           

  The Tower of Voices 

 

In West Virginia, the next different culture we met was a group of early Americans – earlier than the tribes we think 
of as ‘native Americans’ – who populated the mountain region.  During the excavation for the construction of I-77, 
remains of a village were discovered that dated from the early 1400s.   

            

Finally, in Kentucky, we met the Shakers of Pleasant Hill.  We did a driving tour and learned what we could without 
actually going inside any of the buildings other than the Visitors’ Center.  As I understand it, the village is now a Na-
tional Heritage Site, but no longer a populated, working community. 

  

Two additional themes were in my thoughts along the 
way.  First was the diversity of the landscape.  I’ve al-
ways loved hills and mountains; lakes, streams, and 
rivers; geography and geology; flora and fauna; i.e., the 
natural world far beyond just the color of the leaves. 
To name a few of the most spectacular:  the river sys-
tem in and around Pittsburgh, the stratified and uplift-
ed rock revealed in the mountains of West Virginia, the 
evidence of the work of water at New River Gorge Na-
tional Park in West Virginia, and another system of 
mountains and waterways at Cumberland Gap where 
the states of Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky meet.           

                                    

                                                                                                                                Confluence of rivers in Pittsburgh 
                                                   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   From the overlook at Cumberland Gap 

      New River Gorge National Park 

 

Finally, the churches!  Another interest of mine is the spread of Christianity across the world along with the devel-
opment of denominations, particularly in the United States.  Even this limited trip in time and area provided stark 
contrasts in worship styles and architecture.  At one extreme are the simple styles of the Amish and the Shakers.  At 
the opposite extreme are the huge edifices and formal services we experienced at the Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal) 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, which have stood side-by-side in the center of the city for centu-
ries.  In between are the countless smaller churches of village, town, and countryside.  In the South, they are pre-
dominantly varieties of Baptist, yet there is a smattering of Methodist,  Presbyterian, Lutheran, Church of Christ, 
Apostolic, Community (non-denominational), and more.  What a testimony to the power of the Gospel!  Though 
different, we are all Christians.    
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Hello Everyone , 

 

MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES 
Our next scheduled volunteer opportunity at Matthew 25: Ministries 
is Thursday, November 4, from 1:30-3:30 PM. We never know what 
adventure awaits us when we arrive, but we do know that it will be 
interesting. On October 7, we were assigned to remove the "Crude" 
name from specialized safety work gloves. There were nine of us 
representing Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian and we 
were kept busy during our two-hour shift. It is rare for a group to 
complete a task, but it is possible to make a dent, and we made a 
dent that day. 
 
If you would like to experience an adventure at Matthew 25: Ministries, contact me at 513-
851-9835. 
 

 
 
BELL GARDEN 
As winter approaches, the Ismene lilies will be dug, dried, and stored. 
And as many weeds as possible will be removed before the leaf cover 
prevents them from being seen.  
 
Other members of the church have been performing clean up chores in 
various outside areas of the church. Many thanks to everyone who is 
involved in these activities. 
 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry invites anyone who is available at 1:30 PM on 
the first and third Tuesday of each month to join us in Room 210 of the 
church for an afternoon of working on projects and conversation. Our No-
vember meetings are scheduled for November 2 and 16. 
 
Recently several prayer shawls and lap robes have been selected for gift-
ing to those who might benefit from the comfort they provide. Not only 
do our knitted and crocheted items benefit others, they also benefit those 
who create them. Indeed, blessings abound! 



  

   

 November 7,    24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Semicontinuous:  Ruth 3: 1-5; 4: 13-17 and Ps. 127;   
 Complementary:  1 Kgs. 17: 8-16 and    

 Ps. 146: Heb. 9: 24-28; Mark 12: 38-44  

Caregiver Sunday 

Daylight saving time ends 

 

   

 November 14,   25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Semicontinuous: 1 Sam, 1: 4-20 and  
 1 Sam. 2: 1-10; Complementary:  Dan. 12: 1-3 
 And Ps. 16; Heb. 10: 11-14 (15-18) 19-25; 
 Mark 13: 1-8 
Hunger and Homeliness Sunday 
  

  

 November 21,   Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

 2 Sam. 23: 1-7 and Ps. 132: 1-12 (13-18)  

 or Dan. 7: 9-10, 13-14 and Ps. 93: Rev. 1: 4b-8; 

 John 18: 33-37  
Matthew 25: Eradicate Systemic Poverty Sunday   
   
  

 November 28,    1st Sunday of Advent 

  Jez. 33: 14-16 and Ps. 25: 1-10 

 1 Thess. 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36 

 

Scripture passages for the Sundays in November 
 

These are provided for your personal use during  
devotions or prepare for worship 



Important times in November 

Honoring our Veterans on  

November 11th 

November 1st 

November 

7th 

Change  

your  

batteries 



 

 

 
Holy Jesus, Every Day 
Holy Jesus, every day Keep us in the narrow way, And when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last Where they need no star to guide. Where no clouds Thy glory 
hide. 
Amen 

Fun Fact for November 
All Saints Day is a Christian festival held on 
November 1 that celebrates the lives of all 
saints, known and unknown. In Mexico and 
throughout many Hispanic communities in 
the U.S., November 1 is also known as the 
Day of the Dead, a time for families to re-
member and honor loved ones who have 
passed away. All Soul's Day, in which Chris-
tians essentially do the same, is celebrated the 
following day, November 2. 
 
November is apparently the official month of 
banana pudding lovers. If you’re not a big fan 
of pudding don’t worry. There are plenty of 
other things to celebrate this month, as No-
vember is also National Novel Writing 
Month (US), National Pomegranate Month 
(US), and National Adoption Month (US), 
among many others! 
 
The Full moon in November is traditionally 
called the Beaver Moon in the US. The tradi-
tion goes back to North America’s early colo-
nial years, as it was during this time of year 
that hunters would set their beaver traps for 
the last time before the lakes and water 
sources they lived in froze over. 

History items for 
November 

 
 The Erie Canal was formally opened in 

New York on November 4, 1825. 
 
 Parker Brothers introduced the world to 

the Monopoly game on November 5, 
1935. 

 
 The first mechanically ventilated underwa-

ter tunnel in the world, the Holland Tun-
nel, opened to traffic on November 13, 
1927. 

 
 The United States and Panama signed the 

treaty that provided for the Panama Canal  
      on November 18, 1903. 
 
 John F. Kennedy was assassinated on  
      November 22, 1963. 
 
 On November 22, 1990, British Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher resigned after 
11 years in office the longest term of any 
British Prime Minister in the 20th century. 

Jon Seymour   2 
Phil Haisley  7 
Audrey Greene     9 
Bev Price         13  
Bob Scott          19 
Mic Acus      21 
Odette Ngong  30 

Happy Anniversary     

Godfrey & Matilda Ngong    6 

https://www.learnreligions.com/all-saints-day-holy-day-obligation-542408
https://www.thoughtco.com/day-of-the-dead-honors-deceased-3078093
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-all-souls-day-542460
https://www.thefactsite.com/banana-facts/


 


