
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 I’ve been very much aware of “time” lately – how we keep track of time and how we 

think about time.        

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven.”  The Greek of the New Testament uses two words for time:  “chronos” and “kairos.”  

Our lives are run by “chronos” time – calendars, seasons, dates, and clocks.  We are often ruled 

by our appointments, schedules, and date books.  Thirty days have September, April, June and 

November - and all that jazz.   

But “kairos” presents us with a totally different way of understanding the “time of our 

lives.”  God’s time is “kairos” time - and has to do more with “the fullness of time” – when cir-

cumstances are right for something to take place – when the fruit is ripe and ready to be har-

vested, when the time is right for a special event to occur, a new stage of life to begin.  The ma-

gi knew it was time for the birth of our Savior – not because a buzzer went off on someone’s 

cell phone – but because, in the full expression of God’s time, the magi were shown the long 

awaited star in the East.   

Lent invites us to expand our understanding of time – and challenges us to be willing to 

give up some of our precious “chronos” time in order to appreciate God’s “kairos” moments.  

To seek out and recognize those “aha” occasions when God breaks through our busy life agen-

das and brings us to a deeper awareness of God’s presence.  To sacrifice the trivial for the sake 

of the profound. 

It’s appropriate during Lent that we turn our attention to how we spend our days. Are 

we spending “quality time” tending to the most important relationship we have in our lives – 

our relationship with Christ? During these few weeks, consider how God is inviting us to explore 

ways that will enrich both our “chronos” and “kairos” times.   

 By developing our awareness of “kairos” during this Lenten season – our lives can be 

renewed and refreshed.  Effectively using our “chronos” time can also be an important part of 

our Christian journey – scheduling time to worship, studying God’s Word, and serving others.  

Especially in the midst of this “chronos” time of Lent, let us seek God’s “kairos” time as well.  

And may God bless us all with “aha” moments to bless us as we journey together through Lent. 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Chris 
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Frequently Asked Questions  (FAQs) about Lent: 
 
 
Why is it called “Lent”? 
Lent is an old English word meaning “lengthen.” Lent is observed 
in the Spring, when the days begin to get longer. 
There’s really 46 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday 
– so why do we refer to that time as “the 40 days of Lent”?   
Technically, every Sunday is “a little Easter” – a celebration of the 
resurrection.  Therefore, the six Sundays in Lent are not counted as part of the forty days of Lent.  
The traditional usage that speaks of “Sundays in Lent” reminds us that the Lord’s Day is “in but 
not of” the penitential Lenten Season. 
What does the term “paschal” mean?   
To answer that, we need to remember that Passover (pesah) is a celebration of the ancient He-
brew agricultural spring feast and the saving rescue and deliverance of the Israelites from bond-
age in Egypt which occurred during that time of the year.  The paschal lamb, which was sacri-
ficed to God in memory of that night of deliverance from death, became a central symbol of re-
demption.  This symbol appears in the New Testament, especially in John’s Gospel and in the 
writings of Paul.  “Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed.  Let us, therefore, celebrate the 
festival.”  (I Cor. 5:7-8) 
Why do we now have a combination “Palm/Passion Sunday” the week before Easter? 
The name derives from a combination of two ideas that are in powerful tension with each other:  
a triumphal entry of the palm-bearing procession into Jerusalem shouting “Hosanna,” and the 
sober realization that Jesus faces the gathering storm of human sin and death.  It is a day of con-
trast and irony.  Our worship on Passion/Palm Sunday is a reliving of the final chapters of Jesus’ 
earthly that many would not be able to experience unless they also attended services during Ho-
ly Week (Maundy Thursday and Good Friday). 
What does “Maundy” mean? 
The term is derived through the Old French mande from the Latin mandatum novum, “a new 
commandment” associated with John 13:34 and perhaps also with the footwashing reported ear-
lier in the same chapter. 
 

     
Our next Presbytery Gathering is scheduled for:  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 9:00 am  Via ZOOM 

The morning will be our vital Presbytery business,  The afternoon will offer 3 workshops 
from Noon – 2:00 PM:  

• “Congregational Faithfulness and Sustainability”  - Rev. Dr. Chip  Hardwick (Interim Executive, 
Synod of the Covenant) 
• “Pastoral Self Care” – Rev. Dr. Dee Cooper (Interim Executive, Heartland Presbytery; Licensed 
Clinical MFT Therapist) 
• “Theological and Scriptural Foundations of Multiculturalism” – (Racial Equity and Multicultur-
al Justice Force, Presbytery of Cincinnati) 
 
These workshops are not just for commissioners and presbytery members, but for all members 
of our congregations, and we encourage you to share this opportunity with them. 
 We are asking everyone to preregister through the presbytery website for both the morning 
meeting and the afternoon workshops.  
Click on “Presbytery Gathering Registration” on the presbytery homepage:  https://
presbyteryofcincinnati.org/  or simply click HERE.  
The Zoom link for the meeting will be sent out a week ahead of time, with the notice of the pres-
bytery packet. Separate Zoom links will be sent out to registrants for each of the workshops. 

https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/
https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/
https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/presbytery-gathering-2-13-21/


 

 

 

 

Who, me? Yes, YOU! 

 

Have you ever spent a long time in trying to decide on the perfect gift for someone? 
You’re very excited to give it to them – to watch them open it – realize what it is – and then see 
them be overwhelmed with happiness and gratitude? It’s a great feeling, isn’t it? And have you 
ever done the same thing – found the perfect gift – only to have the person receiving the gift 
be, well, underwhelmed? Toss the gift aside with a half-hearted thank you, failing to appreciate 
it at all?  

 
I wonder sometimes if that’s how God feels when we ignore the gifts and talents God 

has given each of us. The person who is great at organizing, but for whatever reason, fails to use 
those skills to plan something worthwhile. Someone who is particularly good at relating to peo-
ple who are in distress, but doesn’t take the time to reach out to others. A person who is great 
with details and chasing after facts, but doesn’t see how valuable that gift could be to an organ-
ization. 

 
Fortunately, GCCP has been blessed with a session of elders who not only recognize 

their God-given talents, they are willing to offer them up to the congregation as a whole!  They 
are folks who realize that humility is one thing, but denying a talent is another. They aren’t 
claiming to be experts in their particular “niche” on Session, but they are willing to accept the 
fact that their efforts are needed. 
  
 And I, for one, am grateful that they heard God’s “still, small voice” calling them to serve. 
They know that through prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit, they will be shaped into effec-
tive Christian servant leaders. They know that as a whole, God will surely bless their collective 
leadership so that their contributions will be useful to the life of GCCP. 
  
 The thing is, no one got a letter in the mail from God, asking them to become a servant 
leader. No voice mail from the Holy Spirit, reminding them of their talent that isn’t being utilized 
within God’s church family. Jesus didn’t tap them on the shoulder and say, “Serve me by serving 
GCCP.” And yet, here they are – serving on Session, doing what Oswald Chambers called “my 
utmost for his highest.” 
  
 There is great satisfaction in knowing that what you are doing is being used by God. And 
that even in the midst of some hard work and tough decisions, you can find delight in the Lord 
and have fun while carrying out your calling. Just ask anyone on Session – and I would hope 
they can relate plenty of times when we enjoy each other’s company, share one another’s bur-
dens, and get a lot accomplished in a relatively short period of time. 
  
 So – “thank you” to all the elders serving on Session. You have been wonderful to work 
with – and I look forward to continuing to serve alongside you! 
 
 
Shalom, 
 
Pastor Chris 



      
 

 
 

Ministry Chairpersons - Ruling Elders currently on Session 
 
 Administration - Lee Sanders, Bobbe Kugele 
 Congregational Care - MaryAnne Kizuka, Valerie Dauwe 
 Facilities & Finance - Cliff Kizuka, Phil Haisley 
 Teaching & Worship – Mary Newcomer, Bob Sanders 
 Witness & Service - Donna Hadley, Billy (Godfrey) Ngong 
 Clerk of Session – Betty Hamilton 
 

 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, If you lead me, I will hold your people in my heart.  

    That refrain, from hymn #69, "I, the Lord of Sea and Sky," is particularly ap-
propriate for GCCP now. The Nominating Committee is asking you to consider if 
God is calling you to serve as a Ruling Elder on Session.  
    The PC(USA) "Book of Order" states: 'Ordered ministries ['ruling elders'] are 
gifts to the church to order its life so that the ministry of the whole people of God 
may flourish.'  
    Want to help shape the future of GCCP's ministry and mission by helping to 
discern God's plan for the congregation? Say "Yes!" to God's calling for you to be a 
Christian leader on Session!  
    Need more info? See Pastor Chris or anyone currently serving on Session, or 
a member of the Nominating Committee: Lee Sanders, Bobbe Kugele, Carol 
McCardle, Chris Visnich, and Al Hamilton. 

A father said to his daughter “You have graduated with honors, here is a car I bought many 
years ago. It is pretty old now. But before I give it to you, take it to the used car lot downtown 
and tell them I want to sell it and see how much they offer you for it.” 
 
The daughter went to the used car lot, returned to her father, and said, “They offered me $1,000 
because the said it looks pretty worn out.” 
 
The father said, now “Take it to the pawn shop.” The daughter went to the pawn shop, returned 
to her father, and said, “The pawn shop offered only $100 because it is an old car.” 
 
The father asked his daughter to go to a car club 
now and show them the car. The daughter then 
took the car to the club, returned, and told her 
father,” Some people in the club offered $100,000 
for it because it’s a Nissan Skyline R34, it's an 
iconic car and sought by many collectors” 
 
Be sure you are valued where you are. Those who 

know your value are those who appreciate you. 

GCCP values you! 



   

 

From the Church Ministries 

Clerk of Session– see session notes 
 

Ministry of Administration– We are moving into what some people call “nominating season”. 
This year we have 6 elders whose terms expire in June. We ask that everyone seriously and 
prayerfully consider the gifts that they have and how those might best be given to our congre-
gation. If we wish GCCP to continue as a vibrant place of worship and service, we must each 
bring something to the table. If you would like to discuss opportunities or options for service, do 
not hesitate to talk to Pastor Chris or to a member of the Nominating Committee (Lee Sanders, 
Bobbe Kugele, Carol McCardle, Chris Visnich, and Al Hamilton). 
 

Ministry of Congregational Care– Well, we have bid 2020 farewell and now on to 2021.  As we 
begin with a new Presidential Administration prayers go out to the people of the world, prayers 
for peace and togetherness all around.  Here in GCCP we have had several members with Covid 
19. Prayers that we keep that number low.  We are keeping record of the folks who have had 
their Covid 19 shots ( 1st and 2nd dates ) we want to be able to give the Presbytery an percent-
age of who has had the shots to help us get back into the church. 
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance- The coupler for one of the circulations was making noises an 
was replaced. In addition an airlock in the piping to the radiators was found that prevented the 
hot water from flowing though the heating system. The air was bled from the radiator in the 
women’s restroom on the second floor and the water flow was restored.  
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- The Worship Committee met on Jan 15 to review Advent, 
Christmas Eve, and post-Christmas services including those on January 3 (Epiphany) and January 
10 (Baptism of our Lord), and to begin preliminary planning for Lent.  We would appreciate 
feedback from the congregation at large concerning these services and would like to hear any 
suggestions you have for improving our virtual services in general.  A review of these services for 
2020 is found in Worship's annual report, and I invite you to use it to jog your memory and in-
spire your feedback.   
Christian Education: GOOD NEWS THURSDAYS started 1/7/21 with Pastor Chris giving a 
presentation on the Liturgical Year.  On 1/4/21 Pastor Chris had a power point presentation of 
Martin Luther King Jr and a discussion afterwards. On Thursday, 1/21/21 Good News Thursday 
will be a presentation by Catherine Sanders who will discuss the mission work her non-profit, 
Expanding Opportunities, does in Kenya.  Beginning on Thursday, 1/28/21 thru 2/11/21, Good 
News Thursday will be a book discussion led by Lee Sanders on the book “Just Us” by Claudia 
Rankine. We will then begin our Lenten Reflection.  Fellowship/Teaching are looking for volun-
teers to share their faith story, a special scripture or reflection.  Our plans are to have these 
Thursdays in Lent as a Taize service.  Please contact May Newcomer if you would like to share. 
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– Good news! A generous gift was received to be used in our 
mission efforts. Thanks be to God! A reminder that "Souper Bowl of Caring" (observed starting 
on February 7 and continuing throughout the month) is an opportunity to donate cans of soup 
to SOUL. The basket is in the church's office. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 
Music Director– In December, the CFE soloists presented a service of Advent Lessons and Car-
ols virtually, from Calvary Episcopal Church in Cincinnati. They, along with Minerva Hill, also par-
ticipated in GCCP's Christmas services. Now onto 2021! Lent is right around the corner, in which 
we will have even more special music to enhance our worship services at GCCP.  
 



 

Session Highlights January 2021 

By Betty Hamilton, Clerk 

   

 [Note:  This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Commit

 tees and Partnerships that report directly to Session rather than the five Ministries, 

 which are mentioned elsewhere.] 

 
1.  The January Stated Meeting was blessed by the presence of Lisa Allgood, the 

     Presbytery’s Executive Presbyter.  She had been asked by Pastor Chris to comment  

     on a few of the issues to be discussed at the meeting: 1) a question regarding  

     membership, and 2) our Mission Study Report and categories of pastoral  

     leadership we might consider going forward. 

 

2. Membership – The discussion was prompted by a request from Catherine Sanders 

     that she be restored to Active Membership.  In the past few years, Session and the  

     Membership Clerk have understood that it would be nearly impossible for a person  

     to remain ‘active’ in a congregation when living at a great distance away. How- 

     ever, it’s a brand new world, brought to us partly by the pressures of the pandemic    

     which caused churches to temporarily close their doors.  Now we worship and   

     meet virtually; participation is accessible to anyone who can connect to Zoom and  

     use email.  Session voted unanimously to honor Catherine’s request and restore 
      her to Active Membership.        

 

3. Mission Study –   The Committee on Ministry was very impressed with the report, 

     both the content and the presentation.  It has been approved, clearing the way for  

     GCCP to elect a Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) if we decide to search for  

     an Installed Pastor.  Yet, because our budget may not be able to sustain the cost of  

     a full-time Installed Pastor, we need to consider other options.  Lisa discussed part- 

     time options, Stated Supply, Pulpit Supply, Yoked Pastorate, and other solutions. 

 

4.  Centro de Vida – We have been extending our agreement with CdV by just a few 

     months at a time because circumstances are so uncertain at this time.  Session  

     agreed to extend for another two months, until April 15th, with the understanding  

     that the agreement will be modified somewhat before we re-open the church  

     completely. 

 

5.  Annual Meeting – January 31, 2021, on Zoom following the Worship Service.  All 

     Ministries and Committees have submitted reports. The packets were then  

      processed for distribution by postal mail on Friday, Jan. 22, and emailed on  

     Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021. 

 
  



Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings -  

as of December 31, 2020 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 100% 

Budget Needed  $142,405 

Direct Income to Date* $126,189 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received  89% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 77% 

Based on Budget adopted from 2020 

* Note: The amount of income is inflated. This is the result of a bequest from Charles & 
Philomena Miller to be used to repair the elevator.  It is beyond the scope of the regular 
budget. 

 
 

Transfiguration of the Lord - February 14 
 
      
 
     Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday is always the last Sunday before the start of Lent. 
This year, that falls on February 14 (which is also the secular holiday of Valentine's Day.) 
We welcome the Rev. Jim Brazell, who will bring us the message. The account of the 
Transfiguration is found in three of the gospels. Following the lectionary, we will be using 
Mark 9: 2-10. The Transfiguration marks the transition from Jesus' ministry of teaching 
and healing in Galilee to his ministry of sacrifice in Jerusalem.  
 

Covid 19 Vaccinations 
 
HAVE YOU HAD YOUR VACCINATION YET? We would like to know and will keep this in-
formation confidential. The Presbytery is suggesting we don’t meet for worship until we 
reach a HIGH percentage of congregants who are vaccinated.  MaryAnne Kizuka will be 
keeping a record of this vital information.  Please let her 
know the dates of your first and second shots. You can call 
her at (513) 560-0267 or email her at maryanne@kizuka.org. 
 
Thank you for helping us to all be safe and healthy.  



Looking ahead!  
Here are lectionary passages  

for February.  Perhaps they are helpful 
 for your devotions.  

   
  February 7  
  5th Sunday after Epiphany 
  Isa. 40: 21-31 
  Ps. 147: 1-11, 20c 
  1 Cor. 9: 16-23  Mark 1: 29-39 
  Souper Bowl of Caring, Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies 
 
  February 14  
  Transfiguration of the Lord  
  2 Kings 2-12 and Ps. 50: 1-6 
  2 Cor. 4: 3-6, Mark 9: 2-9 
  Health Awareness and Day of Prayer for  
  Healing and Wellness 
 
  February 17 
  Ash Wednesday  
  Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 or Isa. 58: 1-12 
  Ps. 51: 1-17 
  2 Cor. 5: 20b—6: 10 
  Matt. 6: 1-6, 16-21 
   
  February  21  
  1st Sunday in Lent 
  Gen. 9: 8-17, Ps. 25: 1-10 
  1 Peter 3: 18-22, Mark 1: 9-15 
  Universal Day of Prayer for Students 
 
  February  28 
  Second Sunday in Lent 
  Gen. 17: 1-7, 15-16 
  Ps. 25: 1-10 
  1 Peter 3: 18-22, Mark 1: 1-15   



     During Lent on Thursdays, GCCP will be hosting a time of fellow-
ship over a “simple meal” followed by a brief service in the style of 
Taize worship.  
     We’ll start every week at 7 pm as usual. We suggest you have a 
bowl of soup or some kind of simple meal available to eat while we 
have a relaxed time of sharing with one another via zoom. 
     At 7:30 pm, we will shift our attention to a time of scripture, re-
flection, music, and prayer, and plan on being over around 8 pm.         
Please be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to our virtual 
Lenten series! 
  

  

  

TAIZE 
Many of you have already experienced a Taize worship ser-

vice and are familiar with it’s history.  In case it is a new concept for 
you, we found this in Wikipedia:  

An ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity in Taizé, Saône-
et-Loire, Burgundy, France, the Taize community is composed of 
more than one hundred brothers, 
from Catholic and Protestant traditions, who originate from about 
thirty countries across the world. It was founded in 1940 by Brother 
Roger Schütz, a Reformed Protestant. Guidelines for the communi-
ty’s life are contained in The Rule of Taizé written by Brother Roger 
and first published in French in 1954  
 The community, though Western European in origin, has sought to include people and 
traditions worldwide. They have sought to demonstrate this in the music and prayers where 
songs are sung in many languages, and have included chants and icons from the Eastern Or-
thodox tradition. The music emphasizes simple phrases, usually lines from Psalms or other 
pieces of Scripture, repeated and sometimes also sung in canon.[18] Earlier Taizé community 
music was conceived and composed by Jacques Berthier.[19] Later Joseph Gelineau became a 
major contributor to the music.[19]  
  
 

 
Ashes in Lent 
     Did you know that traditionally the ashes used on Ash Wednesday 
come from burning the palm branches from the prior Palm Sunday? 
The ashes are mixed with a little oil and / or water so they can more 
easily be applied to the forehead or back of the hand during the 
'Imposition of Ashes." Watch for more information on instructions 
regarding this year's Ash Wednesday. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sa%C3%B4ne-et-Loire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgundy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholicism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_Roger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scripture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiz%C3%A9_Community#cite_note-TZMusic-18
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiz%C3%A9_Community#cite_note-denver-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Gelineau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiz%C3%A9_Community#cite_note-denver-19


 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gavin Ngong  1 

 Michael Steinway 1 

 Leigh Ann Cartier 3 

 Bobbe Kugele  3 

 Bob Simons  4 

 Celia Crutcher  5 

 Liz Steinway  14 

 Paul Odegard  20 

 Julia Doyle  21 

 Valerie Dauwe 22 

 Paula Dunbar  23 

 Delores Barnes 25 

 Meredith Hill  28 

Cliff & Mary Anne Kizuka   10 

Jim & Donna Hadley     16 

Gustave & Odette Ngong   26 

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday - February 7   

 
 
Who doesn't like a hot bowl of soup on a 
cold, wintry day? Add an annual event like 
Super Bowl Sunday - and you've got  a 
wonderful opportunity to donate to SOUL 
for "Souper Bowl of Caring." Although the 
emphasis is on offerings of cans of soup - 
feel free to donate any staple - crackers, 
mac and cheese, cans of tuna and chicken, 
etc. The collection basket is in the church 
office - open M-F from 9:30 to noon. 
Thanks for being "super" caring folks! 

 

Prayer of the Month: Lord, Lord, Open Unto Me 
Please consider using this prayer as a part of your devotional time throughout the month. 

Open unto me, light for my darkness. Open unto me, courage for my fear. 
Open unto me, hope for my despair. Open unto me, peace for my turmoil. 
Open unto me, joy for my sorrow. Open unto me, strength for my witness. 

Open unto me, wisdom for my confusion. Open unto me, forgiveness for my sins. 
Open unto me, tenderness for my toughness. 

Open unto me, love for my hates. 
Open unto me, Thy Self for myself. 
Lord, Lord, open unto me! Amen. 

 
Author: Howard Thurman, from "Meditations of the heart. He is recognized as one of the great spir-
itual leaders of the 20th century. He co-founded the first interracially pastored, intercultural church 

in the USA. 



 


