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FROM THE PASTOR 

Happy (and healthy!) New Year! Did you make a New Year’s Resolution? If so, ac-
cording to at least one poll, you are one of only 40% of Americans – down from 80% in 
years past. Of those who do make resolutions, almost half make resolutions related to 
their head (self-improvement), while the others make resolutions about their waistline, 
their wallet, or their heart (relationships). And the reality is that by February, over 90% 
will have broken their resolution! 

As we head into a new year, I’d like for us to consider a couple of Scripture pas-
sages. First, from the gospel according to John, in chapter 10, verse 10. In the more tra-
ditional NRSV, Jesus says, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” Eu-
gene Peterson, in The Message, translates Jesus’ words as, “I came so they can have real 
and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.” 
 Notice Jesus didn’t say he came so that we might have knowledge, or slim hips, or 
lots of money, or even true love. He came so that we might have a better life than we 
could ever imagine or resolve to have! God wants our life to be the best it can be – 
which means a life as close to the character of Christ as possible: a life of faithfulness, 
integrity, passion, vision, unselfish generosity, and grace – a life that is willing to sacrifice 
in order to make a difference! 
 The second passage I want to suggest for our new year is found in one of Paul’s 
letters. The NRSV translation of Philippians 3:13b-14 says: “…Forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” The Message translates the verses as: “I’ve got my 
eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward – to Jesus. I’m off and running, and 
I’m not turning back.” 
 Did you notice I haven’t even mentioned “COVID” or “vaccinations”? That’s par-
tially because I’m ready to leave all of that (as much as possible) in 2020 – and move into 
2021 with hope! And it’s also because I want to take those scripture passages seriously – 
and claim Jesus’ promise of a “better life” than we ever dreamed of and to “press on” 
with our eyes on the future God has planned for GCCP in 2021 and beyond. 

The really good news for 2021 is that we serve a God of “second chances” – of 
starting over and over and over again. If we really do believe that “grace abounds” – 
then let us together gather up our courage (and yes, our masks) and take off running 
towards the goal God has planned for us. Put aside our regrets, hand over our worries 
and fears to God and – to quote those old, famous Nike ads – “just do it!”  
 Allow God’s love to fill you to overflowing and live 2021 as the forgiven – accepted 
– and beloved child of God that you are!   
 
       Shalom,  Pastor Chris 
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                                      Epiphany & Baptism of the Lord 

 

Epiphany: This year, Epiphany of the Lord falls on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021. We’ll observe this special day       
Sunday, January 3

rd
. 

 Epiphany can be described as one of those “eureka!” 
days. In general, epiphany means an experience of a sudden 
and striking realization. Although we Christians use it to define a religious observation, 
the term can also be used to describe scientific breakthroughs and philosophical discov-
eries. 

 The origin of the “Feast of the Epiphany” started in the Eastern religions as a part 
of the cycle celebrating the incarnation (Emmanual – God with us), The “Christmas cycle” 
now includes separate events: Advent (waiting for the coming of the Lord), Christmas 
Eve and Day (the incarnation / birth of Jesus), Epiphany, and Baptism of the Lord. Epiph-
any of the Lord is the revelation of God to the world in Jesus Christ, as witnessed by the 
Magi.  

 The word “magi” is the plural of “magus” – meaning a member of a priestly caste 
of ancient Persia, a scholar, sorcerer, and / or an astrologer. Magi is a transliteration first 
used in the English language around 1200 and is the basis for our words “magic” and 
“magician.” 

 It’s interesting to note that, despite common lore, we don’t know how many magi 
there were, only that three gifts are listed. Their names are also not listed in the Scrip-
tures. You can read more about the event in Matthew 2:1-12, the only gospel to mention 
the “visit of the Wise Men,” in our NRSV Bibles on page 2 in the NT. 

 

 The Baptism of the Lord: the story of the baptism of Jesus is in all four gospels: 
Matthew 3: 13-17 (page 3), Mark 1:9-11 (page 34), Luke 3:21-22 (page 60), and John 1:29
-34 (page 92). These recordings of Jesus’ baptism is the basis for our own baptism. Bap-
tism is one of the sacraments (sacred moments) in our Reformed tradition; the other 
sacrament is the Lord’s Supper (also referred to as Eucharist – which means 
“thanksgiving” or Communion.) We have only those two sacraments (other religions in-
clude what they also consider holy occasions) because those are the two specific events 
that Jesus modeled for us.  

 Within the Reformed tradition, the belief is that Baptism is only done once in a 
person’s life, just as it was in Jesus’ life. During our observation of the Baptism of the 
Lord on January 10, those of us who have been baptized will be invited to “reaffirm” our 
baptism. You are invited to have a bowl of water handy, in order to fully participate in 
that ritual. 

 Also within the traditions of our denomination is the practice of baptizing babies. 
This is because we believe the act of baptism is an act of God – and not of us humans. 
We cannot possibly comprehend all the holy mystery behind baptism, so it is offered to 
all, regardless of age and / or mental and spiritual understanding. If you have not yet 
been baptized and would like to consider being baptized, please contact Pastor Chris.  

 

 



                                       Congregational Vitality 

  

 Now that we have reviewed over the last year some of 
the steps and goals of our time of interim ministry together, 
let’s talk about an important goal for all churches: congrega-
tional vitality. 

 

 What is congregational vitality? In an article in the 
Presbyterian Today November/December edition, the Presbyterian Mission Agency of the PC
(USA) outlined seven marks of vitality to help churches gauge where they are. Please review the 
seven marks below individually, and consider where GCCP has been, where it is now, and where 
you want it to be in the future for each category. 

 

1) A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to per-
sonal transformation, as people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social transformation, as 
people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues facing today’s culture. 

 

2) Embracing the call to evangelism. We show forth the love of Christ by our actions and our 
lives even more than by our words. Our relationships are genuine and caring. People know we 
are Christians by our love. 

 

3) An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from the world, but rather our gate-
way to our community where we may be the hands, feet, heart, and mouth of Jesus Christ for 
people who are suffering.  

 

4) Discovering one’s gifts. Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and 
the gifts God has given them so they can go forth and serve. 

 

6) Spirit-inspired worship. Worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts, and energiz-
es us so when we are sent out, we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for 
the better from when we arrived. 

 

7) Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, 
and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation and 
peace. 

 

8) Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal responsi-
bility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our leaders and staff 
enjoy a sustainable balance of work / rest time. 

 

So, how did we do? What areas can we celebrate? Which need our attention? And most Im-
portantly, what can YOU do to help make sure GCCP is a congregation with plenty of vitality—
and that it stays that way? 

 



WHO'S WHO at GCCP        
 

Ministry Chairpersons - Ruling Elders currently on Session 
 
 Administration - Lee Sanders, Bobbe Kugele 
 Congregational Care - MaryAnne Kizuka, Valerie Dauwe 
 Facilities & Finance - Cliff Kizuka, Phil Haisley 
 Teaching & Worship – Mary Newcomer, Bob Sanders 
 Witness & Service - Donna Hadley, Billy (Godfrey) Ngong 
 Clerk of Session – Betty Hamilton 
 
Topical Index 
CdV Liaison – Betty Hamilton 
Christian Education, Adult – Mary Newcomer 
Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble - Brad Caldwell, GCCP Music Director 
Clerk of Session - Betty Hamilton  
Counting Offering - Al Hamilton, Cliff Kizuka 
CYM – Ron Jandacek, Jim Zeller 
Electrical Systems – Cliff Kizuka (Chris Newcomer, Emeritus) 
Fair Trade – Lee Sanders, Betty Hamilton 
Financial Secretary - Cliff Kizuka 
Fellowship  - Valarie Dauwe  
Greenhills Strings - Bob Sanders, Gene Kennedy, Paul Odegard, Ron Jandacek 
Kitchen - MaryAnne Kizuka, Mary Ann Odegard, Donna Kennedy 
Manual of Operations - Betty Hamilton, Lee Sanders 
Matthew 25 – Donna Hadley 
Membership - Betty Hamilton 
Memorial Gifts – Bobbe Kugele 
Music Director – Brad Caldwell 
Office – Lee Sanders 
Personnel – Lee Sanders 
Presbytery Commissioner – Jim Hadley 
Repairs -  Paul Odegard, Al Hamilton 
S.O.U.L. - Donna Hadley, Billy Ngong 
Sound System - Jim Hadley, Cliff Kizuka 
Sound Editor – Gene Kennedy 
Stewardship Interpretation – Lee Sanders 
Technology Committee – Betty Hamilton (convener) 
Treasurer – Lee Sanders, Asst. - Betty Hamilton, Bobbe Kugele 
Visitation - Mai Hill 
Winton House Grocery Drivers - Donna Hadley & Billy Ngong 
Worship - Bob Sanders 
Zoom Coordinator – Lee Sanders 
 
 



“What’s up?” from the Church Ministries 

Clerk of Session– see session notes 
 
Ministry of Administration– On December 15, the Session approved a motion to request from 
Presbytery that Pastor Chris White’s contract be extended by (the maximum allowable) six 
months. The request goes to the Committee on Ministry, which meets the first week of the 
month. We hope they will act on the request in January. When approved, it will extend Chris’s 
contract through August, 2021. 
 
Ministry of Congregational Care– As we come to the end of 2020 we bid farewell. I continue 
to pray that 2021 will be a much healthier, happy and productive year.  We do need to consider 
that we are fortunate to be a church family. We may not be together (physically) as we would 
like to be, but we have each other. In October we lost our beloved friend Rhude Koenig. This 
year we have had surgeries that have complications, falls with complications, and grief for loved 
ones we have lost. As I read the reports of the COVID 19 vaccine I am cautious, hopeful and elat-
ed. Please keep Valerie Dauwe and pray for her recovery of eye surgery, pray for the companies 
developing the vaccine and PEACE. 
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance- The shelf for the newer WiFi router that was installed outside 
Brad’s office was enlarged to accommodate the larger router.  A dual band WiFi extender was 
installed in the CFE area to increase the range of the WiFi connection. 
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship-We have moved forward through Advent with our general 
themes of HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE with music, liturgy, and gift presentations compliment-
ing the scriptural lessons and Pastor Chris' sermons on those gifts.  Videos involving former and 
current music scholars have allowed us to meet them virtually, and to enjoy more of their music 
on December 20 (our special music service included Lessons and Carols) and Christmas Eve 
(when we had Liz Anderson reading a Tomie dePaola story).  As mentioned below, we collabo-
rated with Christian Ed. on the service Thursday December 17 -  a Blue Christmas service which 
acknowledges that many people experience great sadness at Christmas over the deaths of loved 
ones and other lost relationships.   
 
Christian Education: GOOD NEWS THURSDAYS are continuing to be held, with favorable feed-
back from attendees. During December, our themes included:  Dec. 17 - Blue Christmas, Dec. 24 
- Christmas Eve worship service, Dec. 31 - N/A for New Year's Eve. We are still in the planning 
stages for January and would appreciate your ideas as well!  On Jan 3, we will take a stroll 
through our “liturgical year.” We are considering a variety of topics including: a Bible Study, an-
other book review (perhaps regarding Martin Luther King, Jr.) , maybe a guest presenter, and the 
PC(USA) has some interesting videos and study guides. available. All input welcome!  
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– Such a great response to the request that people take a 
canned good or shelf stable item to church whenever going to the church office to pick up the 
new directory, a Bible, hymnal, and/or pledge envelopes!  I placed all the donations from the 
S.O.U.L. basket into the trunk of my car and then took them to the S.O.U.L. pantry.  I filled more 
than one large grocery cart with those items!  Thank you very much to all who contributed these 
items.  Please continue to take food to the church office and to fill the basket yet again.   
 
Music Director– Please see the next. page of this report. 
 
 
 



 

CFE Report                            December 15, 2020 

 
 
December has proven to be an “up and down” month for CFE. On the positive 
side, we have just finished video recordings for our Advent, Lessons, and Carols 
broadcast from Calvary Episcopal Church, for Dec. 20th at 7:30pm. Our scholars 
are busy learning and recording solos for GCCP’s service on the 20th and 
Christmas Eve. (As well as college auditions) If there is time after Christmas, we 
are going to try to do a ticketed virtual 12th night concert from my house. If 
not, we will definitely be doing a virtual version of our annual “If Music Be the 
Food of Love” fundraiser for Valentines Day. We are also planning other virtual 
concerts until it is safe to meet in person. 
 
Just this past Monday, unfortunately, we received a rejection letter from the 
Nippert Foundation for our Grant Proposal. This was an almost $50,000 blow to 
our budget. So, we are going to have to aggressively pursue individual donor 
support as well as other creative fundraisers. It is likely due to keeping the CSO, 
Ballet, Opera, and Playhouse in the park afloat. Most major orchestras have 
been furloughed for months. CSO is paying their players completely out of the 
endowment, which is likely dropping quick.  
 
We have decided to not pursue the Savannah program this June. It was an “iffy” 
possibility, anyways, due to Georgia’s reaction to Covid. This will significantly 
reduce our expenses and allow us to focus on our skeletal programs, as far as 
education. In place of Savannah, we have decided to replicate the similar pro-
gram at the newly renovated institute. We would bookend the Institute with 
our Gaslight Series which is already funded. All classes and most student con-
certs would happen in the institute/or on patio. This would likely happen in mid 
to late July, since most people should be vaccinated by then. We would still in-
vite singers from around the country to attend, get reduced rates for students 
up the road at hotels by 275 exit.  
 
As planning begins, I will come to session with a blueprint. I think this could be 
a great event for Greenhills, as well as outreach for GCCP. Not to mention, a 
great way to hopefully exit Covid, and put forth hope for the future. We are 
very optimistic and determined to weather this storm. 
 

Please continue to keep CFE/our kids in your prayers, as we navigate to the 
other side of Covid.  

Thanks for all you do!!  

Blessings, Brad Caldwell 



Session Highlights December 2020 

By Betty Hamilton, Clerk 

  

  

 

 (Note: this report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the committees  

 and Partnerships that report to Session other than the (five Ministries.) 

 

1. The December Stated Meeting was full of important business to conclude the year.  Each Ministry 

had submitted a written report, which you’ll find referenced elsewhere in this issue of the Chimes.  

Very little time was spent discussing the ordinary, monthly business so that we could focus on the 

annual business at hand. 

2. Renewal of Contract for Pastor Chris  - It hardly seems possible that ten months have passed 

since Pastor Chris came to be our Interim. That’s largely because we have seen her on Zoom more, 

so that we have had a chance to get to know her in person. Yet, time marches on. Her one-year 

term will expire at the end of February, 2021. It is obvious that we will need more time to complete 

the tasks of the Interim period.  According to Presbytery’s policy, an Interim Pastor’s contract can 

be renewed for only six months at a time. Our Session approved a motion to apply to Presbytery 

for the renewal of Pastor Chris’ contract for another six months. 

3. Mission Study  - The Team presented a 16 page report to Session for approval so that it can be 

submitted to the Committee on Ministry early in January, 2021.  A few ‘tweaks’ were suggested 

and Lisa Allgood may also make changes before passing it on the COM.  Session approved the 

report provisionally and expressed appreciation to Lee and the rest of the Committee. 

4. Budget for 2021  - Next year remains a great unknown due to the effects of the pandemic and 

uncertainty about the rate of recovery,  Therefore, the proposed budget is similar to that of 2020.  

It is recognized that both income and expenses may be lower in 2021 and can reasonably be ex-

pected to be back up in 2022.  Session approved the proposed budget. 

5. Elections  - Certain officers are elected or appointed by Session on an annual basis.  Therefore to 

serve in 2021, the following people were re-elected: 

 Clerk  -  Betty Hamilton 

 Treasurer  -  Lee Sanders (Bobbe and Betty are designated as assistants) 

 Commissioner to Presbytery  -  Jim Hadley  

 

6. Worship on Zoom  -  It was decided by consensus to continue worshiping by Zoom through  

       February of 2021.  We will continue to evaluate the possibility of returning to worship in person    

       based on the requirements for safety and the recommendations we receive from Presbytery. 

 

7. Annual Meeting  - scheduled for January 31, 2021.  Reports are due in the Office by Sunday,  

       January 17th.  The goal is to have the packets ready for distribution on Jan. 24th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings -  

as of November, 2020 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 92% 

Budget Needed  $131,012 

Direct Income to Date* $119,272 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received  84% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 72% 

Based on Budget adopted from 2020 

* Note: The amount of income is inflated. This is the result of a bequest from Charles & 
Philomena Miller to be used to repair the elevator.  It is beyond the scope of the regular 
budget. 

Memorial Gift Committee  
There was one donation received in memory of Rhudie Koenig and a 
card has been sent to the donor.  Another card notifying the family will 
also be sent. 

Thanks to all those who helped GCCP be able to observe Advent and celebrate Christmas - in 

the midst of COVID! Special thanks to Brad, the music scholars (Cari, Mark, Kavita, and Nico), 

the Greenhill Strings,  (Bob, Gene, Paul, and Ron,) and the other music contributors such as Mi-

nerva, the liturgist planners / bulletin preparers (Bob, Betty, and Lee), MaryAnne for getting all 

that information sent out, to Dot for lining up liturgists, to those liturgists and readers on 

Christmas Eve, Liz for reading the story - and to all other helpers like Jim who helped with the 

microphone for the Eve service. AND a big thank you to you as worshipers, who are so gener-

ous in your appreciation and thanks! It's all done to the glory of God! (With my deep apologies 

if I failed to list your name!)   

Shalom, Pastor Chris  

 

Mission Study Team: The team sent its report to Session in December. Session approved the 
report, contingent upon Lisa Allgood’s comments. Since that time, Lisa has sent some com-
ments and the report is being revised, with the intention of getting it to the Committee on Min-
istry for its January meeting. Once it is complete, it will be available to the congregation. 



 

 

 

Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian 

Financial Commitment – 2021 

In Gratitude for God’s good and faithful gifts to me, 

          I intend to give to the ministry of GCCP in 2021: 

 

 Amount $___________________ 

 

 Each      _____Week   _____Month    _____Year 

 Alternately: 

 

 ______  I will give as I am able, but I do not wish to 

   make a pledge at this time. 

 

 ______  I will make a one-time gift of $____________. 

 

 Signature:_______________________________    

    

 Printed Name:__________________________________    

 

(Please return your pledge to the church office or directly to the email of our 
Financial Secretary:  Cliff@Kizuka.org.  We will dedicate the gifts on No-
vember 1, Consecration Sunday.  Thank you for supporting God’s work in 
this way.) 

 

 Stewardship: We are grateful for all those who have pledged for 2021. If you  
 have not yet done so, but wish to, it is still possible. See the pledge card  
 attached elsewhere in the Chimes, and send it to the church,  
 ATTN: Financial Secretary, or directly to Cliff Kizuka’s email. 

    Gratitude! 



Looking ahead!  
Here are lectionary passages  

for January.  Perhaps they are helpful 
 for your devotions.  

 
  January 3 (Observing Epiphany) 
  2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 
  Jer. 31: 7-14, Ps. 147: 12-20 
  Eph. 1: 3-14, John 1: (1-9) 10-18 
 
 
  Epiphany of the Lord (Jan. 6th) 
  Isa. 60: 1-6, Ps. 72: 1-7, 10-14 
  Eph. 3: 1-12, Matt. 2: 1-12 
 
 
  January  10 
  Baptism of the Lord 
  Gen. 1; 1-5, Ps. 29, Acts 19:1-7  
  Mark 1: 4-11 
 
 
  January  17 
  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
  1 Sam. 3: 1-10 (11-20), Ps. 139: 1-6, 13-18 
  1 Cor. 6: 12-20, John 1: 43-51 
 
 
  January  24 
  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
  Jonah 3: 1-5, 10, Ps. 62: 5-12, 
  1 cor. 7: 29-31, Mark 1: 14-20 
 
  January  31 
  4th Sunday after Epiphany 
  Deut. 18: 15-20, Ps. 111,  
  1 Cor. 8: 1-13, Mark 1: 21-28 



Kim Kulman          19 

Helen Ferguson          25 

Norelyn Brownfield      28 

Adam & Essie Buxton Sanders 16        

Jon & Jackie Seymour    24 

The Work of Christmas  
by Howard Thurman 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and the princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

DECEMBER 2020 
 

Despite the upheaval the novel coronavirus caused this year, 

members of the GCCP Prayer Shawl Ministry have stayed busy knit-

ting and crocheting.  So far this year, we have gifted more than two 

dozen prayer shawls and lap robes to those who might benefit from 

the warmth, comfort, and caring each represents. 

As we eagerly await the end of 2020 and the beginning of 

2021, we will continue to meet in-person the first and third Tuesday of each month from 1:30-

3:00 PM in Room 210.  We plan to devote the January 5th and January 19th meeting times to 

looking at the fabric stored in the cupboards of Room 204 that is left-over from past Gifts of 

the Spirit Holiday bazaars.  It will sorted and decisions will be made about what to retain and 

what to pass on to a new home. 

All are welcome to join us.  If you don’t currently knit or crochet and would like to learn, 

we have knitting needles, crochet hooks, yarn, and teachers to get you started.   

 

Jackie Seymour for the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

Thank you for the generous VISA from you, the GCCP congregation, and for the deli-
cious ‘chocolate pizza‘ from an elf who is also chair of the Personnel team! I also ap-
preciate the good wishes and various other treats I’ve received. (Individual thanks will 
be going out soon!) 
May you each have a happy - and healthy! - new year! 
Shalom, 
Pastor Chris 




