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FROM THE PASTOR 

Like many - if not all of you, I’m tired of talking about and thinking about COVID.  
Like many - if not all of you, I know someone who has had COVID or been exposed, quarantined, or otherwise 
affected by COVID. 
Like many - if not all of you, I’ve had to make decisions about how to personally react to COVID. 
Like many - if not all of you, I am relieved to know that many of the COVID restrictions are being lifted. 
 
It is finally time for us to return to worshiping in person in the Sanctuary and for ministry 
teams to consider meeting in person. Notice I did not say ‘time for us to open’ or even refer 
to us ‘re-opening.’ That is because GCCP was never closed. Yes, the building was shut down 
for a while - but we, as a body of Christ, never stopped our ministry.  
In fact, we learned a few things we wouldn’t have if we had not continued to function under 
the COVID restrictions. 
 
We learned, for example, that we are very capable of adjusting to change in response to cur-
rent situations. We had to re- think how to worship and still include folks who did not have 
access to computers, those who did but weren’t interested in Zoom, and those who were will-
ing to worship via Zoom. We had to revamp our bulletins, find ways to provide music - live 
and recorded, and even show photos and videos during worship.    
 
We adapted our times of Adult Education and Fellowship into a new program called GNT - 
Good News Thursday and were blessed by a variety of discussions and additional worship ser-
vices. We utilized Zoom for meetings - and in doing so, eliminated the need to commute - 
especially during bad weather!  
 
This was all a great example of God taking our challenges and turning them into blessings. As 
Paul says in Romans 8:28, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose....” 
  
No, we’re not ‘back to where we were’ in March of 2020 - and I hope we never are! I hope in-
stead that we are following Paul’s advice in Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world,
[c] but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
 
I also pray we continue to respond positively according to whatever the future holds – as the prophet reports in 
Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 
And above all, I look forward to seeing you again in worship and in meetings and gatherings! 
  

Shalom, Pastor Chris 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A1-2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28233c


“Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster       

 

“Discipline” - so many of us (me, included!) often think of that 
word as the same as “punishment.” While punishment is the 
result of a wrong action, discipline is the proactive action to 
prevent wrong actions. One of my colleagues suggested we 
think of discipline as “knowing what we want.” As Christians, if 
we want to be open to God’s will in our lives, we need to in-
corporate the following Inward, Outward, and Corporate Dis-
ciplines. 
 
“Inner righteousness is a gift from God to be graciously received.”  Any needed change 
within us is God’s work, not just ours - so this is not a “to do” list as much as a “to be” 
guideline. God has given us the Disciplines of the spiritual life as a means of recognizing 
and receiving God’s grace more easily. The Disciplines help to place ourselves before 
God so that God can transform us. 
 
The Inward Disciplines of: 
1. Meditation:  The bible uses two different Hebrew words to convey the idea of medi-

tation by: listening to God’s word, reflecting on God’s works, rehearsing God’s deeds 
ruminating on God’s law, and more. 

2. Prayer:  To Pray is to change, Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us. 
3. Fasting: Throughout Scripture fasting refers to abstaining from food for spiritual pur-

poses it must center on God and be God-initiated and God-ordained. 
4. Study: While meditation is devotional; study is analytical. Four steps: repetition, con-

centration, comprehension, and reflection. 
 
The Outward Disciplines of: 
5. Simplicity: Simplicity is an inward reality that results in an outward life-style.  We are         

to seek the kingdom of God and the righteousness of God’s kingdom first and then 
all will come in proper order. 

6. Solitude: An inner solitude and silence sets us free from loneliness and fear and from 
a whirlwind of “busy-ness”.  It is more about inward attentiveness that being  by 
one’s self. 

7. Submission:  The biblical teaching on submission focuses primarily on the spirit with 
which we view other people. 

8. Service: True service ministers simply and faithfully because there is a need. It is done 
with great humility and is indiscriminate in its ministry. 

 
The Corporate Disciplines of : 
9. Confession: A good confession should include and examination of conscience sorrow       
      And determination to avoid sin. 
10. Worship: Worship is our grateful response to the love and grace we have received    
      from God 
11. Guidance: Discerning God’s will for our lives requires guidance from individuals as      
      well as from the church as a whole. 
12. Celebration: Celebration is central to all the Disciplines it brings joy into life, and joy 
      Makes us strong and is produced by being obedient to God. 
 



 
Keeping the Ship Afloat and on Course 

 
The following information is from “The Big Small Church Book” by David R. Ray.    
 

• The primary work of the church is ministry – through worship, education, and 
caring for one another – and mission, or serving those outside the church 

 

• The work of ministry and mission is the what and the why of the church.  The 
work of church maintenance  (far more than building upkeep) is the how, who, when, where, and how 
much does it cost of church life. 

 
Ten necessary maintenance tasks of the church are:   
1. Self-esteem & morale 

• Don’t underestimate the current and potential strength of the church 

• Focus on the “good todays” rather than the “good old days” 
 
2.    Money 

• No church, regardless of size, ever thinks they have enough money. 

• Churches never close for lack of money; they close for lack of faith, courage and adaptability. 

• Principles:  Money is a spiritual matter; people will pay for what they value and value what they pay 
for; most churches are a “Best Buy” (24/7 support); raising or making money should not be a church’s 
all-consuming fixation. 

• Seven sources:  rents & donations for building use, in-kind contributions, memorial gifts, estate be-
quests, fund-raisers, special appeals, and pledged regular giving. 

 
3.    Buildings and equipment 

• A church’s building / grounds enables or disables its ministry and mission. 
 
4.    New members 

• Four ways to grow in number:  addition of people who “happen” to show up, multiplication of small 
groups, division into a new congregation, and adoption, which is the most appropriate strategy for 
small churches – assimilation by attraction. 

 
5.    Leadership 

• Need for proper calling, equipping, caring for & appreciation of all leaders. 
 
6.    Organization 

• The goal is not bureaucracy but significant accomplishment. 

• Spend time on what we can do, not on what we can’t. 
 
7.    Communications 

• All participants have to know when, where, what to bring, and what’s going to happen – in order to 
actually participate. 

 
8.    Conflict 

• Five levels:  problems to solve, disagreements, contests, fight/flight, intractable situations  Seven prin-
ciples for managing conflict:  help others feel better about themselves, strive for effective communi-
cation, examine & filter assumptions, identify goals / what is wanted, identify the primary issue, devel-
op alternatives for goal achievement, institutionalize conflict management processes. 

 
9.    Planning 

• Goals should be “SAM” – specific, attainable, and measurable. 
 
10.  Tending to outside relationships 

• The church needs to take the initiative in community involvement. 



 

 

From the Church Ministries 

Clerk of Session– see session notes 
 
Ministry of Administration– Personnel approved Pastor Chris’ request to hold Tuesday as her 
day off. The time previously spent in the office on Tuesdays will be spent on other days doing 
some congregational visitation now that things are opening a bit. 
 
Ministry of Congregational Care– As June is upon us we now have changes in Session Mem-
bers. I ask for prayers for all who have served and those about to serve.  The direction of our 
church is in their hands. We are blessed that we can now open our doors and the spirit can 
move in our sanctuary once again. Prayers for each of us and our country.  
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance- Elevator:  A fuse blew on the Duke Energy power pole across 
the street from the church.  This caused a circuit board in the elevator control to fail.  The fuse 
was replaced by Duke Energy and the circuit board was replaced.  The elevator is now opera-
tional again.  Church internet:  A shorted network cable from the main router to the router in the 
Narthex caused the church internet to go down.  The cable was disconnected from the main 
router and the modem and router were reset to fix the internet issue.  It is suspected that the 
cable to Narthex router was chewed by a squirrel in the attic.  It was decided that the best op-
tion to restore the connection to the Narthex router is to run a new cable from the router on the 
lower level in the hallway in the CFE area to the Narthex router.  We are currently investigating 
the best way to route this cable. 
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- May 6th Pastor Chris led a service for National Day of Prayer.  
Karen Cartier provided a program on Contemporary Sacred Music on May 13th.  On May 20th Lee 
Sanders was the facilitator on the topic “What Can We Learn From Celebrities.” Think about peo-
ple outside of your community circle that you listen to and trust.  Al Hamilton will provide a 
power point presentation on May 27th on the elevator saga.  Christian Education:  While May 
27th is our last GNT for the year, we will be looking into programs to share throughout the sum-
mer.  Teaching & Fellowship are always needing suggestions for GNT.  Please contact May New-
comer or Valerie Dauwe with any and all topic suggestions. 
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– At it's April meeting, the Worship Committee set a target date 
of June 6 for opening up the sanctuary for GCCP worship services - dependent on new learnings 
from the CDC, results of the hybrid service on May 9, and learnings from last week's question-
naire responses.  Based on these new learnings, The following motion was approveed  that Ses-
sion approves the resumption of worship services in the sanctuary beginning on June 13.  
The reason for the change away from the first Sunday of June is the extra complication of trying 
to do Communion safely and in a worshipful way - this will give us another month to figure that 
out.  People who have been fully vaccinated will have the option of not wearing masks, even 
while singing, and those with underlying medical issues may want to continue wearing 
them.  People who have NOT been fully vaccinated are asked to wear masks at all times. Masks 
will be available for those who forget to bring one.  An on-line alternative will be provided - a 
Zoom service similar to the one provided on May 9, but from the sanctuary and, hopefully, with 
more stable internet performance. 
 
Music Director– See Flyer.  Regarding the upcoming CFE “2021 Voice Institute” to be held here 
on July 25-31. 
 
 
 
 



Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings -  

as of April 30 , 2020 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 33% 

Budget Needed  $43,628 

Direct Income to Date* $29,701 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received  22% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 20% 

 

 

 

MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES - Our first volunteer experience in over a year is sched-
uled for Thursday afternoon, May 27.  There will be new procedures in place that we 
will be introduced to.  We will evaluate our experience afterwards, and based on the 
feedback, future volunteer dates will be considered. 

 

BELL GARDEN - The recent rains have been good for the flowers and for the 
weeds!  The yellow climbing rose has been bathed in blooms this spring.  Work con-
tinues removing those healthy weeds, last fall's leaves, and the spent flower 
stalks.  Soon the Ismene bulbs will be planted and if there are excess bulbs, they will 
be available in the office for anyone who would like them  

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to meet the first 
and third Tuesdays of the month at 1:30 PM in Room 210.  At our May 16th meeting, 
we blessed the two lap robes that Karen Cramer hand delivered from Virginia!  We 
are looking forward to the time when restrictions will be relaxed for visiting those in 
assisted living at Maple Knoll so we can join Ann Harlan in one of the facility's large 
open spaces for an afternoon of working on projects and conversing. 

 Board of Session give many thanks to those going off Session 
 

 Administration - Bobbe Kugele 
 Facilities & Finance - Cliff Kizuka 
 Witness & Service - Donna Hadley  
 Congregational Care  -  MaryAnne Kizuka    



 

Session Highlights - May 18, 2021 

By Betty Hamilton Clerk of Session 

 

 

[Note:  This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and 
Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.] 

 

 

1. The Stated Meeting on May 18 was again held by Zoom.  It is likely that we’ll begin 
meeting in person in June. 

 
 
2. Elder-elect, Rudy Visnich, attended the meeting.  He was granted “voice” since he  has 

not yet been installed and will receive the “vote” in June. 
 
 
3. Elder Training Event—was to be held 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 on Sat., May 22nd. 
 (It happened as planned.) 
 
 
4. Re-opening for Worship in person was approved to begin on June 13th.  The Worship 

committee will work out the logistical details and keep everyone informed. 
 (See article elsewhere in Chimes.) 
 
 
5. CdV is searching for a new location.  They have applied for a loan so that they might                                            

purchase their own building.        
 
 
6. The CFE Summer Institute is coming up in July.  Plans are moving forward with a hybrid                   
      Format (part in person; part virtual).  Brad will provide more details at the June Session          
      meeting 
 
 

 



Here are lectionary passages  
for June. 

  
 
 
 June 6th 2ND Sunday after Pentecost 
  Semicontinuous: 1 Sam. 8: 4-11 (12-15) 
  16-20 (11: 14-15) and Ps. 138  
  Complementary: Gen. 3: 8-15 and Ps. 130: 
  2 Cor: 4:13-5:1; Mark 3: 20-35 
  
  
 June 13th 3RD Sunday after Pentecost 
  Semicontinuous:  1 Sam. 15: 34-16: 13  
  Ps. 20; Complementary:  Ezck. 17: 22-24  
  Ps. 92: 1-4, 12-15:  2 Con. 5: 6-10 (11-13) 
  14-17; Mark 4:26-34 
  
  
 June 20th 4TH Sunday after Pentecost 
  Semicontinuous:  1 Sam. 17(1a, 4-11, 
  19-23) 32-49 and Ps. 9: 9-20 or  
  1 Sam. 17: 57-18: 5, 10-16 and Ps. 133: 
  Complementary:  Job 38: 1-11 and Ps. 107: 1-3 
  23-32; 2 Cor: 6:1-13: Mark 4: 35-41 
  Presbyterian Men: World Refuge Day 
  Father’s Day 
  
  
 June 27th 5TH Sunday after Pentecost 
  Semicontinuous:  2 Sam. 1: 1, 17-27 and  
  Ps. 130: Complementary:  Lam. 3: 22-33 and  
  Ps. 30:  2 Cor: 8: 7-15: Mark 5: 21-43 
  PC(USA) World Aids Sunday 
  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Juneteenth - June 19, 2021 
 
 

Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated com-
memoration of the ending of slavery in the United 
States. Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that 
the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon 
Granger, presented the news to Galveston, Texas that 
the civil war had ended and that the enslaved were 
now free. This was two and a half years after President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclama-
tion - which had become official January 1, 1863. Today, Juneteenth celebrates African 
American freedom and achievement, while encouraging continuous self-development and 
respect for all cultures. The day is also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation Day, 
and Emancipation Day. 

 

 

    June  

Birthdays 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Martha Ngwolong 2 

Essie Buxton Sanders 4 

Matilda Ngong 8 

Scott Walters 13 

Brad Caldwell 14 

Christine Visnich 17 

Susie Haisley 20 

Clifford Ngong 20 

Aaron Walters 20 

Mark Greene 23 

Elizabeth Meadows 23 

John Hill 28 

John & Mai Hill 13 

Bill & Karen Cramer 15 

Bruce & Celia Crutcher 24 

Rudy & Chris Visnich 24 

Scott & Lesly Walters 29 

S. O. U.  L. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring NON perishable items to the church 

office.  Our basket is low on items.  They will be 

taken to the pantry when we get more items. 

Our prayer for June comes  
from Bishop B A Kawsji in Nigeria 

 
 

This is my whole life, O Lord, 
to know your word and teach it, 
to know your word and live it. 

Teach me, O Lord,  
to proclaim what you teach and 

to live how you live, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 



Hybrid Worship at GCCP 
 

Below is a list of current information regarding changes to be made to Sunday morning worship 
services at GCCP, beginning June 13, 2021. If after reading this, you have questions or comments, 
please contact Pastor Chris directly or anyone on the Worship Ministry Team. 
 
Goal: To provide meaningful and faithful worship services that are appropriate for both “in the sanctuary” 
and via zoom while all safety requirements are followed. This kind of a service is commonly referred to as 
“Hybrid.” 
 
Vaccine / Health status: 

• If a person is fully vaccinated, they have the option to either wear a mask or not while inside the 
building.  

• If a person is not vaccinated (for whatever reason), they must wear a mask that covers both nose and 
mouth, at all times while inside the building.  

• If someone has a fever, is ill, or has recently been exposed to the COVID virus, they are to stay home 
and encouraged to worship via Zoom. 

 
Hybrid worship service: 

• Worship will be available in the Sanctuary and via Zoom in “real time.” 

• We appreciate your patience as we work to make this new process as efficient and effective as possi-
ble. 

 
Bring to worship with you: 

• Bulletin: hard copy or downloaded onto your electronic equipment. (Please refrain from using the 
church internet so as to not interfere with our Zoom broadcast.) A limited number of bulletins will be 
available. 

• Bible and Hymnal. 
 
Safety equipment will be available: 

• Disposable masks for those who do not have a mask and need one. 

• Hand sanitizer (including alcohol based option)  

 
Music / Worship Leaders: 

• Those who are fully vaccinated are welcome to sing, even without their masks. 

• Those who are not vaccinated must wear masks during worship and are welcome to sing.  

• Worship leaders (preacher, liturgist, soloists) will remain far enough away from the pews to speak / 
sing without wearing masks. 

 
Pews / Seating / Visiting: 

• Please self-monitor your safe distancing practices. We recommend:  

• Do not sit in the first pew to allow proper distance from speakers / soloists. 

• Unless you are sitting with a family or friends grouping, please maintain a distance of 3 feet from the 
person next to you in the pew. 

• So that we may safely sing and participate in responsive readings, please do not sit directly in front of 
or behind another person in the pews. 

 
Other information: 

• No air conditioning will be operating during worship. Windows need to remain opened on both sides 
of the sanctuary whenever two or more people are in the sanctuary. 

• Our first opportunity to celebrate Communion in the sanctuary will be on July 4. More information 
will be made available regarding that process. 

 
Fellowship before and after Worship: 

• At this time, we are not providing a time of fellowship with or without food until further notice, but 
are continuing to work on future plans.  

          As of: May 25, 2021 
   



 


