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Most people feel they should pray, but few know how. The following 

steps, if used fifteen minutes daily, will enable you to experience God’s peace, 
joy, and power in a way you have never known before. 

As you begin this adventure, remember that prayer is an experience, 
not an idea. In some ways, prayer is like riding a bicycle. You only learn by do-
ing it, never by thinking about doing it. 

Commit yourself to methodically following these ten steps for fourteen 
consecutive days. Most people report that they do not as fully experience 
God’s presence during their first three or four days as they do after several 
days of practice. Persist in your reaching out to God, and he will come to you. 
Like falling in love, the experience of God’s presence is impossible to define. 
But when it happens, you will understand why great Christian leaders of every 
century have so enthusiastically recommended and practiced prayer. And you 
will understand what Jeremiah meant when he said, “You will seek me and find 
me; when you seek me with all your heart…” (Jeremiah 9:13) 

 
1. In preparation, set aside fifteen minutes in a location where you can be 
physically relaxed and there is little likelihood of interruption. Read one or 
two chapters from the Bible, listening for what God says to you. This helps to 
erase distracting thoughts from the blackboard of your mind. The following 
passages are especially helpful in preparing for prayer: John 14, Psalm 23, 
Matthew 5:1-12, Romans 8:35-39, 1 Corinthians 13, Psalm 91, Matthew 6, John 
3:1-17, Psalm 46, Romans 12, John 15, Psalm 27, Psalm 103, Psalm 121, Isaiah 
55, Luke 15, Psalm 84, John 1:1-18, Psalm 90, Psalm 19, 1 John 4:7-21, Psalm 
139, Luke 24, Psalm 130, Luke 18:1-17. 
2. Close your eyes and give thanks for three personal blessings of which you 
are especially conscious today. This helps you move toward God by moving 
away from a sense of your own self-sufficiency. 
3. Ask God to help three other persons who you feel need his help today. Ask 
God to help your pastor(s). This helps you move toward God by moving away 
from self-centeredness. 
4. Ask God to forgive your mistakes and sins and give you the strength to 
forgive others. 
5. Ask God to help one person whom you find it hard to like. Ask God to give 
that person insights into his/her personal problems and that God will give you 
the power to let his love flow through you to him/her. 
6. Ask that you will be sensitive to the needs of one person today with whom 
God may want you to share his love in word or deed. 
7. Ask for insights into your personal problems. 
8. Ask for help in achieving your personal goals. 
9. Ask that God will tell you the most important thing you need to do today in 
order to “seek first his kingdom.” (Matthew 6:33a) 
10. Conclude by listening intently for three minutes to what God may say to 
you. 

December” comes 
from the Latin 

word  

decem, meaning 
“ten.” 

 

December birth 
stones are:  

Blue Topaz,  

Turquoise, &  

Tanzanite.  

  

December Birth  

flowers are the  

narcissus,  

any of the  

amaryllis family.  

  



December 4th 

Preacher Rev. Mike Wheatley  

Greeter Jim Hadley Donna Hadley 

Usher Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgist Lee Sanders  

Communion Donna Hadley Jim Hadley 

 Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Counters Bobbe Kugele Paul Odegard 

December 11th 

Preacher Rev. Edwin Goedicke  

Greeter Phil Haisley  

Usher Rudy Visnich Christine Visnich 

Liturgist Bob Sanders  

Counters Rudy Visnich Cliff Kizuka 

December 18th. 

Preacher Music Sunday  

Greeter Rudy Visnich Christine Visnich 

Usher Phil Haisley Chris Newcomer 

Liturgist Donna Hadley  

Counters Phil Haisley Bob Sanders 

December 24th. 

Preacher Worship Committee   

Greeter Helen Ferguson  

Usher   

Liturgist Bob Sanders  

Counters No Counters this day  

December 25th. 

Preacher Worship Committee   

Greeter Helen Ferguson Linda Ferguson 

Usher Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgist Lee Sanders  

Counters Chris Newcomer Jim Hadley 



 

 

    

Clerk of Session– See session notes 
 
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship– Pot Luck December 11th will be in 
fellowship hall after church service. Please call or email Valerie Dauwe with what you would like to 
bring. 513-772-3707 or unicorn22253@fuse.net 
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance– Current projects—Jim Hadley caught people up on the ongoing pro-
jects and noted that there are quite a few light bulbs that need attention. Because the toilets in the 
educational wing tend to “run” a bit, F&F asks the secretaries to check the restrooms each day be-
fore leaving the building. Also, Church Mutual Insurance Co. wants us to test our active shooter alarm. 
Phil and Jim will confer about the best time and situation for doing that. 
Other projects: 
1. Bushes are scheduled to be trimmed by Vogt this fall.  
2. To save on elevator inspection fees (170/mo.), Al will check the state regulations. If we are still 

allowed to do monthly inspections ourselves, with quarterly inspections done by the state, Paul has 
volunteered to be trained and to do those inspections, as Al had done in the past. 

3. After the meeting, we learned that Brad has been concerned about the darkness caused by the 
kousa dogwood near the office entrance and safety issues, especially as the days get shorter. In 
addition, Jackie also has some concerns that the tree is not a native species and sheds a fungus 
that is harmful to native dogwoods (we have one nearby). There are no species who eat the berries 
of the tree (in its native Asia, it is food for monkeys!), but they cause a mess on the sidewalk and 
at times are a hazard for those who might be unstable. Because of both the safety issues and fun-
gus issues, the tree will be removed. A suitable replacement will be researched. 

“Donation” agreement changes  
It was agreed that the recommended donation for a half-day (4 hrs.) for a classroom would be $30; 
for the Fellowship Hall, $60 for the first 4 hrs.; for both, $10 per hour after the initial 4 hrs. The 
rate for rooms 107 and 108 will be $35 per hour, or $100 for 3 hrs. These are the recommended do-
nations under “normal” conditions. It was agreed that the secretaries (usually MaryAnne) have the au-
thority to approve room usage in “normal” situations. If there is any doubt or question, F&F should be 
contacted. Also, the usage document needs to ask the users to reset the room as they found it, unless 
otherwise agreed upon. Lee and MaryAnne will complete the revised document. 
Notebook in office: A notebook for keeping track of items that need to be done is now in the office 
on top of the file cabinet. Paul suggested that the title include “service requests.” A notice will appear 
on the Monday update to inform the congregation. People can add a service request to the notebook, 
but are also asked to email Jim or Phil. 
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship– Meeting on November 4th with the primary goal of planning for ad-
vent. We will be going with the lectionary themes which fit our sanctuary sconce banners: Watch, Pre-
pare, Rejoice and Behold for the 4 Sundays of Advent beginning 11/27. Our traditional Music Sunday 
will be on 12/18 featuring past and present Music Scholars in a large (hopefully) Chancel Choir. 
 
Ministry of Witness & Service– Coffee, Conversation & Christianity will resume on December 4th 
with a look at advent through the Gospel of Mark. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

[Note:  This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and Part-

nerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.] 

 

1.  General Comments 

 It is now the beginning of the season of Advent.  It’s the time of Waiting, Watching, Preparing.  
This year, as we once again think about recognizing the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we are still 

without a pastor.  We must use all the resources at our disposal to create the Spirit of Christmas for 
each other as we strive to live up to the ideals of Hope, Love, Peace, and Joy.  We must create room 
in our hearts for the Christ Child as well as room in our lives for His kingdom to shine through us.    

 

2. Budget Planning for 2023 

 The numbers show a growing disparity between our income and our expenses.  This is a matter 
of great concern.  Treasurer, Lee, has prepared several versions of the budget showing the effect of 
hiring a full-time pastor, a part-time pastor, only a designated preacher, or pulpit supply preachers. 

We may need to take another hard look at the level of ministerial leadership that we are able to af-
ford.  This may result in changing our church information form which is seen by potential  pastors. 

 

3. Dates 

Session meeting for December, will be postponed until after Christmas.   

It will be Tuesday, Dec. 27th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2023, after worship. 

Reports will be due in the office by Sunday, January 15, 2023. 

 

4. Election 

     The three officers elected annually by Session are the Treasurer, Clerk, and Commissioner to 
Presbytery.  All three currently serving were present at this meeting.  All agreed that they would be 

willing to serve for another year.  

                                                                                             

      

 

 A Motion: to re-elect the current officers for another year  

 was passed by consensus.– Betty Hamilton, Clerk; Lee Sanders,  

 Treasurer; Jim Hadley, Commissioner to Presbytery.  

 

 

 

Session Highlights  

November 2022 

By Betty Hamilton, Clerk 



 

 

 

 

* Based on Budget adopted for 2022 

 

Stewardship Pledges & Offerings as of  

October 31, 2022 

Percent of the Year Elapsed 83% 

Budget Needed $129,650 

Direct Income to Date $60,007 

Percent of Anticipated Income Received 38% 

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date 65% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday December 11th. After Service 

Call or email Valerie Dauwe at: 

513-720-6399 or 

unicorn22253@fuse.net 

To let her know what you can bring!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday November 12, we had a beautiful Celebration of Life for  
Norlyne Brownfield. Pastor Jackie Pinkowski officiated the service with  
many of her children in attendance. Deborah Franklin (husband Lew), sons 
Thomas Brownfield, Pope Brownfield, Michael Brownfield and families, 
Bretney Brownfield lives out of town. The service was followed by a light 
lunch and conversation. 
Should anyone like to make a memorial donation in Norlyne’s name the  
family chose the American Heart Association. Website www.heart.org 

January 28, 1930  

October 22, 2022 

Tai Chi 
 

 
 
 
 
Our assignment at Matthew 25: Ministries on November 10th kept the seven volunteers represent-
ing GCCP busy for the two hours we volunteered.  Our task involved Zest Hand Sanitizer.  We 
blacked out the QR code on the side of each spray bottle as well as the expiration date on the bot-
tom of the bottle.  We then taped each top and returned 12 bottles to the original box.  The box 
was then taped securely, and a sticker was placed on the box indicating that M25M had tested the 
product and it was viable.  Then the box was placed on a pallet of completed boxes.  We were able 
to complete 86 boxes of Zest Hand Sanitizer.  At 12 bottles per box, that represents 1032 bot-
tles.  There are 175 boxes per pallet so we dealt with almost exactly half a pallet of product! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are next scheduled to volunteer at M25M on Thursday, December 1st from 1:30-3:30 PM.  This 
will be our final volunteer date for 2022.  As yet volunteer dates for 2023 have not been sched-
uled.  A questionnaire has gone out to those on my email list.  Based on the responses I receive back, 
I will submit possible dates for each month to Shelly Clos, Volunteer Coordinator.  She will select 
from the dates I submit.  When I have her selections, I will make the 2023 dates available. 

Left to Right around the table: 
Jackie Seymour, Carol Linderman,  
Paul Odegard, Mary Ann Odegard,  
Valerie Dauwe, and Kathy Reder.  

Jon Seymour is there taking the picture. 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays  

10:30-11:30 

Fellowship Hall 

All Are Welcome 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                       
 
Gardening season has come to an end.  The Ismene lilies have been dug, dried, 
re-bagged, and stored.  The bird bath and garden whimsy have been removed, 
cleaned, and put away for winter storage.   
 
The weeds that could be found among the leaves have been eliminated.  The 
fence line along the west side of the parking lot and in the old playground has 
been cleared of foliage.  And, various bushes have been trimmed. 

 
Many thanks go out to Paul and Mary Ann Odegard, Mai and John Hill, Mick 
Acus and all others who have been involved in garden tasks over the garden-
ing season.   Your contributions have made a difference to the health and 
beauty of our garden areas. 
 
 

During the month of November, we met on the 1st and 15th.  We blessed 
several items and selected two of our special cards for those in need of 
support.  We will meet in December on the 6th and 20th.  All are wel-
come to join us at 1:30 PM in Room 210 for an afternoon of conversation 
as we work on projects. 

It was decided several months ago to change our schedule from the previ-
ous October through March and April through September schedule to a 
January through December schedule.  Our Tuesday meeting dates for the 
first three months of 2023 will be January 3rd and 17th; February 
7th and 21st; and March 7th and 21st. 



December 4th  
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isa. 11:1-10 and Ps. 72:1-7, 
18-19; Rom. 15:4-13;  

Matt 3:1-12 

December Scriptures:  These are provided for your    

personal devotions or to prepare for worship. 

December 11th  
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isa. 35:1-10 and Ps. 146:5-10 
or Luke 1:46b-55;  

James 5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11 

 
 

December 24th  
Isa. 9:2-7 and Ps. 96; 

Titus 2: 11-14; 
Luke 2:1-14  

(15-20) 
 

 

December 25th  
Dawn: Isa 62:6-12  

and Ps. 97;  
Titus 3:4-7:  

Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20  
Day: Isa. 52: 7-10 and 

Ps. 98; Heb. 1:1-4  
(5-12); John 1:1-14 

December 18th  
4th Sunday of Advent 

Isa. 7:10-16 and Ps. 80:1-7, 
17-19; Rom. 1:1-7;  

Matt. 1:18-25 



YULE LOVE THIS WREATH!! 

 

Gather friends and family for a wreath making workshop. You may want to supply the 
greens and wire and have participants bring their own wreath form, wire, clippers, and 
joy. All of the wreaths you make will be beautiful and different. There is no right or 
wrong in wreath making, it is what makes you happy. 

Each wreath starts with a form, you can add the wire, stalks of wood, straw or herbs, 
like rosemary, lemon verbena, artemisia or what works for you. Gather small bunches of 
evergreens together and wire them to the form. Overlapping bunches to hide stems. 
Tuck small bunches of herbs or interesting object. Add cones, 
dried flowers, berries and fruit for accents. Don’t forget the bow! 

Herbs can add symbolic meaning to your 
wreath:                 

Cedar: for strength. 

Hawthorn berries: for protection and joy. 

Holly: for immortality. 

Juniper: for life and hope. 

Lavender: for purity. 

Pinecones: for long life and  

prosperity. 

Rosemary: for remembrance. 

Rue: for virtue. 

Sage: for good health. 

Thyme: for bravery. 

Minerva  
Hill 
10th 

 

Gustave 
Ngong 
15th 

Lesly  
Walters 

19th 

Lee  
Sanders 

20th 
Ron  

Jandacek 
26th 

 

 

Al & Betty 

Hamilton 

8th 

Victorian 

Ornament  

Berry &  
Candy 
Canes 

Ribbon,   
Berries & 
Pinecones 



 


