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Happy New Year! 

 We are at the cusp of a new year, and even though in some ways 2022 seems to have only 
recently begun, it has also been a long year for a lot of people. As we age time seems to speed up 
and yet, as we experience life-- especially the grief and sorrow we humans go through-- time can 
really seem to drag. We look back and think, "did that all happen THIS year? How is that possi-
ble?"  and yet we know by the calendar that yes, all that did happen in just the space of 365 days. 
Or we might say, "was that only  a year ago? It seems like forever!" 

  

 We experience time as linear, as if things happen one after another. Minutes turn into 
hours, hours into days, days into weeks, then months, then years.  We live one day at a time with 
each day, really each second, being the only solid reality of time we experience. We can remember 
the past and imagine the future, but we don't actually experience anything but the right now. 

  

 When we look at things that way we realize just how precious the right now is, and how im-
portant it is for us to be attentive in the moment. Of course, enjoying special memories can en-
rich our lives, and planning for the future can be important; still, we can only count on each indi-
vidual moment for our lived experience. Spending too much time in the past, or worrying too much 
about the future, can distract us from the lived experience that comes to us moment by moment.  

  

 As a church you all might look back at the “glory days” of high membership, lots of kids, 
and an abundant budget. Or, you might worry that Greenhills might not endure into the future if 
membership and budget doesn’t improve. But when we focus on or worry about those things, what 
is it that we are missing? What opportunities has God placed in front of us in the right now that 
we need to pay attention to in order to fulfill our holy purpose in the world? 

  

 I challenge you in the new year to pay attention to the right now in the ministries that 
Greenhills engages in. What is God calling you to in this moment of time? Are you one of the lead-
ers that God is calling to action right now? What difference Greenhills make in its community by 
recognizing what that community needs—not 20, 30, 50 years ago, not 10 years in the future, 
but right now? 

  

Peace, 

Rev. Sharon 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 1st. 

Preacher Steve Theil  

Greeters MaryAnne Kizuka  

Ushers May Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgists Donna Hadley  

Counters Chris Newcomer Al Hamilton 

January 8th. 

Preacher Barb Tesorero  

Greeters Donna Hadley Jim Hadley 

Ushers Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgists Valerie Dauwe  

Communion (Change) Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

 Lee Sanders Bob 

Counters Paul Odegard Cliff Kizuka 

January 15th. 

Preacher Barb Tesorero  

Greeters Bobbe Kugele  

Ushers Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgists Betty Hamilton  

Counters Phil Haisley Rudy Visnich 

January 22nd. 

Preacher Beth Dobermeeimer REPI  

Greeters Kim Kulman  

Ushers Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgists Phil Haisley  

Counters Bobbe Kugele Jim Hadley 

January 29th. 

Preacher Edwin Goedicke  

Greeters Rudy Visnich Christine Visnich 

Ushers Mary Newcomer Chris Newcomer 

Liturgists Valerie Dauwe  

Counters Bobbe Kugele Bob Sanders 



 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

January Scriptures  
January 1st. 

1st. Sunday of Christmas 
Isa. 63:7-9 and Ps. 148;  

Heb. 2:10-18; Matt. 2:13-2 
 

New Year’s Day 

January 8th. 
Baptism of the Lord 

Isa. 42:1-9 and Ps. 29 
Acts 10:34-43;  
Matt. 3:13-17 

 
 
 
 

January 15th. 
2nd Sunday  

after Epiphany 
Isa. 49:1-7 and Ps. 40: 1-11; 
1 Cor. 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

             
Matthew 25: Dismantle  

Structural Racism Sunday 
Racial & Intercultural Justice  

Presbyterian Affirm 
Black Lives Matter 

January 22nd. 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isa. 9:1-4 and Ps. 27:1,4-9; 

1 Cor. 1:10-18;  
Matt. 4:12-23 

         
Per Capita Sunday 

January 29th 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8 and Ps. 15; 
1 Cor. 1:18-31 Matt. 5:1-12 



 

     

 

 
 
   Year –End PNC Update  
 
 

 
Dear Friends: 

 

     It has been an interesting and challenging year. Since changing our search to one for a Full-time 

pastor last February, we have received approximately 50 more Pastor Information Forms (PIFs), or a 

total of 91 since our search began in 2021. 

  

    We meet weekly, for an average of 1 ½ hours and have just had our 59th meeting. The supply of 

PIFs from the Presbyterian clearing house (CLC), has slowed and we now only receive an average of 

only two to four PIFs per month. Due to this slow pace, we have taken the initiative of researching, 

and sending a mailing, which includes our Position Profile, to a total of over 40 Presbyteries in three 

Synods which covers:  Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Additionally, 

we have placed an ad in the online version of our denomination’s magazine, Presbyterians Today, which 

will run through December. These projects were taken in hopes of reaching pastors who are thinking 

of the possibility of making a move in the near future but who have not had time to fill out the forms 

and begin the search.  

The evaluation of pastors brought to our attention with PIFs, has been steady, surprising, and thor-

ough. We do not believe we are looking for anyone especially unique or with unusual qualifications. A 

number of those we have been most attracted to were already committed to another church, or not 

interested in us geographically. About 20 were highly rated. We have phone interviewed close to 50 

candidates. We have Zoom interviewed 4, then interviewed 3 in-person, and conducted 2 background 

checks. Although often discouraging, we are agreed we have made the right decisions throughout and 

have yet to meet the candidate we feel God has prepared for our congregation. We still are commit-

ted and striving for that day to come soon for all of us! 

 

           Blessings, Christine Visnich, on behalf of the PNC Committee    

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Clerk of Session– See session notes—No report this month 
 
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship— The Christmas potluck was well attended and en-
joyed by all. Santa made his annual visit to the little ones delight.  Fellowship will start again on Sun-
day, January 8th.  
 
Ministry of Facilities & Finance– December 12 meeting: Update on various projects: 
1)   Jim reported that for the heating system, some classrooms still needed to be “bled”. There is a 
defective valve in the Trustees’ Office, which caused a leak into the room below. The valve will be 
replaced within the week. There was also an issue with water in Brad’s office from a nursery bleed 
valve that was left open. The situation has been rectified.   
 
2)   There was a question about exit signs and lights. The Fellowship Hall light was never lighted, but 
is reflective; however, there is a green and white one in the exit vestibule, which is lighted.   
 
3)  Greenhills has a new fire marshal/inspector. There is some concern that we are not ready for an 
inspection. What about smoke/CO detectors? Does the fire department still provide them? Or does 
Duke Energy?  MaryAnne Kizuka is checking on the detectors! 
 
4)  We are waiting on parts for the toilets that need repair (including a new toilet for the women’s 
room).  
 
5)  Paul and David Cartier changed 26 light bulbs in the sanctuary!  
 
6)  Rumpke is still negligent about emptying our dumpster. Paul will contact them.  
 
7)  The bushes still need to be trimmed. This has been completed 
 
8)  The dogwood tree near the office entry door was removed by David and Karen Cartier and Paul.  
 
9)  We still would like to hear from Phil about the Anderson repair of the Bell Garden watering sys-
tem. 
After some discussion, the group agreed that for safety, the under-eaves lights near the office en-
try door should be locked ON. This has been recommended by the police. (Paul will take care of this.) 
 
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- Christian Education— Teaching and Worship met on December 2: 
We completed planning for Advent services.  We also made decisions about Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services.  On December 18, we had a full cast of Music Scholars in the Chancel Choir 
performing several anthems and solos from Howard Helvey’s Lessons and Carols. 
 
Weather forced cancellation of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  We are now planning a 
non-Communion, New Year’s Day service and looking forward to Epiphany.  Ideas for enhancing Wor-
ship and Adult Education in 2023 are welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

As many of you have noticed the  

TREE is GONE!!!  
Several weeks ago, the Kousa dogwood that 
stood to the left of the entry door to the  

office and classroom area was removed for 
safety purposes.  David Cartier, Karen Cartier, 
and Paul Odegard quickly completed the 
task.  With the removal of the non-native  

Kousa dogwood, smaller native bushes such as 
Itea Little Henry (Virginia Sweetspire) or 
American beautyberry (Callicarpa americana) 
may be planted in that area in the spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Art & Carol McCardle 
are hard at work on the  

games 

Ange and Jane are checking  

Things twice to see if they  

Won!!!! 

 

Well Betty, Al, Chris, Mary & 
Cliff are looking things over to 

see what first round or second 
round decisions decisions!!!   

It all looks soooo good! 

Many thanks to Valerie & Tom 
Dauwe, Donna & Gene Kennedy, 
Paul & Mary Ann  
Odegard for  
putting this  
altogether.   



 

 

 

 

First, I want to thank you for your commitment to Matthew 25: Ministries and for your feed-
back.  Based on the responses that I received from the questionnaire that I sent out, there was in-
terest in having some morning assignments.  Thus, when I submitted potential dates to Shelly Clos, 
the volunteer coordinator for Matthew 25: Ministries, I submitted the first and second Thursday of 
each month, and asked for three morning assignments.  She selected the first Thursday of the 
month for all our volunteer dates.  Below is the schedule for those volunteering under the umbrella 
of Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, December 1, seven individuals representing Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian 
volunteered at Matthew 25: Ministries for two hours working with Zest Hand Sanitizer and Disposal 
Gloves.  This was the final volunteer experience for our  group in 2022. 
Jackie Seymour 

Thursday January 5,  2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday February 2, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday March  2, 2023, from 9:30-11:30 AM 

Thursday April  6, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday May 4, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday June  1, 2023, from 9:30-11:30 AM 

Thursday July  6, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday August  3, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday September 7, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday October 5, 2023, from 9:30-11:30 AM 

Thursday November  2, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Thursday December  7, 2023, from 1:30-3:30 PM 

Tuesday January 3, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday January 17, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday February 7, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday February 21, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday March 7, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday March 21, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday April  4, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday April  18, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday May 2, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday May 16, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday June 6, 1:30-3:30 

Tuesday June 20, 1:30-3:30 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
We met on December 6th and 20th.  New items were 
blessed, including three lap robes that former member 
Karen Cramer hand-delivered from Virginia.  Several lap 
robes from our inventory were selected for gifting to 
Crayons to Computers as they were on the smaller side 
and will bring joy to several youngsters.  Our group also 
took ten scarves made from donated yarn to Crayons to 
Computers.  We received a Thank You note from Martha 
Ewalt, Keep Our Kids Warm Coordinator.  She wrote 
"Thanks to your handiwork, many students served by 
Crayons to Computers will be warm and colorful outside 
this winter and better prepared for learning 
inside the classroom.  Your kindness and gener-
osity towards children and youth living in pov-
erty in the greater Cincinnati area are greatly 
appreciated." 



 

Happy  

Birthday  

Kim Kulman 

19th 

Helen Ferguson 

25th 

  
Adam & Essie 

Sanders 

16th 

Jon & Jackie 

Seymour 

24th 

History of breakfast 

Breakfast is the first meal taken after rising from a night's sleep, most often eaten in the early 
morning before undertaking the day's work. The Old English word for dinner, "disner", in Old French, 
"disjejeunare", in Latin, actually means to break fast and was the first meal eaten in the day until its 
meaning shifted in the mid 13th century. It was not until the 15th century that “breakfast” came into 
use in written English to describe a morning meal, which literally means to break the fasting period 
of the prior night; in Old English the term was morgenmete meaning "morning meal." 

What was the first breakfast cereal in the US? 

The first prepared cold breakfast cereal marketed to American consumers was created 
by Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, who introduced it in 1878 and named it granola. The product 
was prepared with baked wheat, oatmeal and cornmeal, and was the first brand-name 
breakfast cereal in the United States. 

When did people start drinking coffee for breakfast? 

Coffee didn't become a popular drink in Europe until the 19th century, so people were 
making a start on their days for centuries without a daily dose of Java. In fact, before 
coffee became the staple breakfast drink for millions, many people started their day 
with alcohol! 

10 Breakfasts Enjoyed by History’s Most Productive People  

1. Victor Hugo - Raw Eggs and Cold Coffee     

2. Mahatma Gandhi - Porridge, Cocoa, and Goat's Milk 

3. Albert Einstein - Fried Eggs, Honey, and Mushrooms 

4. Walt Whitman - Oysters and Red Meat 

5. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Half a Capon  
     

6. Winston Churchill - Eggs, Meat, Grapefruit, and Toast 

7. Jane Austen - Pound Cake and Tea 

8. Claude Monet - Omelette aux Fines Herbs   

9. Queen Elizabeth I - Pottage, Ale, and Bread 

10. Thomas Edison - Apple Dumplings 




