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• See what I mean about this being a tough passage? Two weeks away from Christmas Eve and still no 

mention of angels and shepherds! But then again, Advent is about the “coming of Christ” – not just the 

first time around, but the second!  

• At least our passage from the prophet Isaiah is more upbeat like we would expect. It’s full of joy and 

thanksgiving and praise! 

• John the Baptizer doesn’t seem to be too concerned about making sure his message is nice and easy 

for the crowd to hear and accept. He’s speaking the truth but it’s not easy to hear the love, is it?  

• After all, he starts off calling the crowd “a brood of vipers.” But in the last verse - #18 – we find the joy: 

“So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.” 

• Ah! The good news – that’s where the joy comes in! 

 

• So why can’t we just jump into the lovely passages about Jesus’ birth? How do we get to Bethlehem and 

the birth of Jesus? One scholar put it this way, “There is no getting to Bethlehem and the sweet baby in 

the manger without first hearing the rough prophet in the wilderness call us to repentance.” 

• Although it’s very tempting to skip over John’s message, we must face the reality of truly being a 

faithful Christian – and that includes repentance. 

 

• John’s call for repentance is for everyone – he’s not letting any of us off the hook. Even folks like us – 

who strive to be loving and caring followers of Christ. 

• John reminds us that we can’t “pull rank” just because we are “children of Abraham.” 

• You see, John isn’t concerned with our status, the condition of our “birthrights” – John is concerned with 

the condition of our lives. Are we acting out what we say we believe? Are we admitting our sins and asking 

for God’s mercy? 

 

• The crowd asks John what they should do after our heartfelt repentance and the assurance of God’s 

forgiveness.  

• That question has been asked throughout history, as evidenced in the passage from Micah 6:8, “What 

does the Lord require? To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

• John’s answer also sounds a lot like what we call the “golden rule” – paraphrased from Luke 6:1, “Do 

unto others as you would have them do unto you.” 

• Luke set about to give concrete examples to this particular brood of vipers: to share what you have, 

keep no more than you need, be fair, treat others with care, and be honest. Make unselfish choices, live 

within your means, and do what is just. 

 

• Let’s take a moment to think about how that compares to what the world tells us to do and to be. You 

know, get ahead financially, even on the backs of others. Have fun doing whatever feels good at the 

time and don’t worry about the consequences or how it might be damaging to others. Hoard your extra 

resources. Care for ourselves first and foremost and let others fend for themselves.  

 

• Maybe it would help if we take a step back and look at how “happiness” is different than joy – especially 

“Advent joy.” 

• “Joy” is our theme for this week. Joy is a special gift from God that we often don’t recognize because we 

allow our unhappiness to block our joy. 

• Joy is the enduring – and endearing – experience of knowing God and trusting in God with our lives’ 

circumstances. 



• Happiness, on the other hand, is often a fleeting emotion based on our current conditions – on what is 

going on in our lives and the world around us at any given moment. 

• Feelings are one thing – and not to be ignored; they are a reality of life. And yet, what do we do with 

those feelings? Do we let our negative feelings overwhelm us, make us doubt our self-worth, our life’s 

choices? Do we let our feelings dictate our level of trust in God? 

• Or do we allow God’s joy to rule in our lives, regardless of what life throws at us? Life will surely knock 

all of us around sometime or other – but in the long run, do we keep our connection with God and 

God’s mercy and grace open? 

• When – not if – we do get hit with some troubles, some worries – that’s when our spiritual practices are 

really helpful. Our worship, our prayer life, our study of God’s word, our Christian fellowship all help us 

to remember that God is a good God, a God to be trusted, a God who loves us through thick and thin. 

 

• In just a little while, after fellowship, we will have the opportunity to gather back in the sanctuary and on 

zoom – for another worship service – one geared more to those who might be finding it hard to find 

their “happy” even in the midst of Advent joy.  

• Not being happy – being sad, or discouraged, or worried – doesn’t necessarily mean your faith is any 

less than anyone else’s. 

• It doesn’t mean you are weak – it simply means you are painfully aware of the world’s brokenness and 

what affect that has on our lives and the lives of others. 

• We live in a broken world, so that there will be times of illness, and violence, and disappointments.  

• Those are the times we need to remember that Jesus never promised us an easy life – a life without pain 

and complications. Jesus came to give us eternal life – with all its many aspects – to give us salvation 

from the harsh realities of life – to give us a sense of peace even in the midst of chaos – the shalom that 

passes all our human understanding. 

• God’s Advent joy can and will carry us through the toughest times and help to make all that much 

sweeter the good times. 

• Please know that no matter what is going on in your life, God loves you and wants what is best for you. 

 

• We can find hope – and therefore joy - in the Isaiah passage – along with a joyful promise of what is to 

come, but is not yet.  

• Advent joy is trusting in God’s provision for us – God’s gift of salvation. We can trust in God – in God’s 

strength and comfort 

• Regardless of our level of happiness – our joy in the Lord allows us to “Shout aloud and sing for joy”!  

• What starts with John’s call to repentance, ends with God’s off of grace in Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf.  

And that is definitely something to be happy – and joyful – about!           Amen.  


