Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian
Where every one of God’s Children is Welcome!
September 2021 Chimes
FROM THE PASTOR
As I’m writing this, in preparing for the September Chimes, I’m aware that autumn starts on September 22. I have a confession to make. I’m so much fonder of
spring and summer, that I’m always a little sad when the seasons change into fall and
winter. Such a confession helps me to remember to “practice what I preach” – and live
in the moment, embrace change, and know that God is in control. And to live according
to Romans 12:22, in which we are called to be “transformed by the renewing of your
minds.”
Throughout my time here, I’ve been introducing you to various ways of doing
mission and ministry and how to be a healthy and thriving congregation. Within the
boundaries of safe practices due to COVID, much of my “interim work” has been limited
to sermons, educational articles in the Chimes, and helping plan some of our Good
News Thursdays. I began submitting two monthly articles in the Chimes – one about
our denomination (such as the current series on Creeds and Confessions) and the other
about church dynamics (the five interim tasks, etc.)
And yet – there is still so much more to cover during this transitional time! Now
that we can meet again in person, we can continue in earnest with our other opportunities for learning. On September 12, after worship and fellowship, we will again start up
our educational discussions. Our first gathering will be an informal “open forum” type
occasion, whereby we hope to jump start the program by reviewing where we are as a
congregation and answering any questions you might have. I hope you come ready to
share your constructive comments and suggestions about what your wishes are regarding GCCP’s present – and future.
You will notice a change – an experiment - in this month’s Chimes. We are removing the two education pieces mentioned above and will send them separately via
email. The hope is that this will encourage more people to actually read the two articles as well freeing up space in the Chimes. Please let us know what you think.
Be well, be safe, and be faithful! God bless you!
Shalom,
Pastor Chris
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Greenhills, OH
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Disasters! What can I do?
There is a lot of natural disaster in the news right now, as well as
the human-initiated kind. The Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) has an
organization, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), ready to help. Our financial support enables PDA to witness to the healing love of Christ and to bring hope to communities and individuals recovering from natural and human-caused disaster situations.

If you want to know what we are doing for the areas hit
by Hurricane Ida, go to (you may have to cut and paste)
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyteriansready-to-help-the-gulf-coast-recover-from-hurricaneida/
Highway 51 is flooded after Hurricane
Ida struck LaPlace, Louisiana, U.S.,
August 30, 2021. (Mickey Welsh/
Montgomery Advertiser/USA TODAY

People in Marceline, Haiti, view the damage wrought
by a recent magnitude 7.2 earthquake. (David de la
Paz/Xinhua via Getty Images)

If you want to assist with the efforts in Haiti
following the earthquake there, go to
(you may have to cut and paste)
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/giftinfo/OG100000/? appeal=PDA&package=HE21ABB
The general church web site is www.pcusa.org, (you may have to cut and paste) and you
can find information about our communal efforts there, as well as a place to donate.
If you prefer to donate through GCCP, then you can write a check to GCCP, and in the
memo line, write "PDA". If you want to specify a particular effort, see the codes on the
web site or below:
DR000148--General Relief; they are used as most needed, as determined by the PDA
DR999999--International Disasters and Emergencies--enables significant, initial response to major international disasters/emergencies
DR000015--US Disasters and Emergencies--similarly for events in the US

Church Ministries

Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Administration- We are preparing for our annual Stewardship Campaign, to begin
later in the fall. As it has been for the past couple of years, we will again focus on our gratitude
for God's many blessings. Among them, we count this congregation!
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship- Congregation Care is happy to announce Fellowship will return every Sunday beginning on Sunday, September 12th. Looking forward to
seeing everyone after service in Fellowship Hall.
Ministry of Facilities & Finance- Report for July [August]:
1. The boilers have been inspected and they passed.
2. The order for repair of the squirrel hole in the edge of the roof in front and covers for the
window wells outside of Fellowship Hall has been placed and will be done in October. The
cost of these projects is $1115.00.
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- The Worship committee continues to receive input from the
congregation and to tweak the worship services to make them as accessible and as meaningful
as possible. We appreciate the many people who contribute to making things work well every
Sunday morning--there are ushers, musicians, bulletin writers and printers, sound and zoom
technicians, worshipers, preachers, greeters, counters, liturgists, and many more!

Ministry of Witness & Service– Now that school has started and
the holidays are approaching soon, please don’t forget our
S.O.U.L. basket in the church office.
Music Director- Now that the school semester has started, students will possibly audition in October.

Session Highlights
August 2021
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]
1.
The PNC - At the Called Meeting on August 1, the Session considered
budget analysis information provided by Lee and Al (current and immediate past
treasurers, respectively). After extensive discussion, it was decided to direct the
PNC to modify the language in the MIF (Mission Information Form) to change
the search parameter to a part-time position.
2.
Facilities and Finance Ministry chairperson, Phil Haisley, wants relief
from all the responsibilities of heading up this very active group. Although he
will continue to work with the people who accomplish all the hands-on work
around the building and grounds, he hopes someone more knowledgeable
about the facility will take over the chairmanship. Finding a way to reorganize
the Ministry is an on-going effort.
3.
Centro de Vida—Pastor Edgar and Larissa met with Betty and Al on
Monday, August 16th. They fulfilled their obligations for the final check-out of
the building. (returned keys; paid balance due; removed all possessions) They
shared the good news that they have a new location as of the first of September.
It is the church on Kenn Rd., formerly the Temple Baptist Church, which has been
empty since purchased by the Calvary church across the road.
4.
Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble—Brad will provide fall schedule and information as soon as it becomes available. Note that new choral scholars can not
be auditioned until well after the school semester begins, probably in October.
5.
Healthy Conflict, Healthy Church Wed., Sept 29, 2021, 9:00 – 12:00 by
Zoom This seminar is open to All church leaders. Consider signing up! “Conflict
abounds in church today. That’s not the problem, since no significant change
happens without conflict. The problem arises in people’s inability to engage in
healthy conflict. In this program, each participant will take the TKI (ThomasKillman Conflict Mode Instrument) assessment, and then attend a ½ day workshop led by one LeaderWise staff person. In this Zoom workshop, we will explore
the difference between healthy and dysfunctional conflict, learn about
different conflict styles and when to use each, and explore one’s own strengths
and opportunities for improving how they step into conflict.
Costs: The costs for this workshop are fully covered by
participating presbyteries and the Synod, but each
TKI assessment has a cost per person of $35.“

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of July 31 , 2021
Percent of the Year Elapsed

58%

Budget Needed

$76,679

Direct Income to Date*

$43,823

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

33%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

47%

Bell Garden.
Thank you to the Seymours,
the Hills and Al Hamilton
For spectacular care you give to the
church.

Tai Chi

+

The Sojourners are sponsoring a new opportunity for all of us to work on improving our individual & overall health and fitness by joining together in participating in this gentle, low impact exercise, which puts minimal pressure on joints while helping to strengthen our muscles,
improve our balance, relax, and reduce stress ……….. and have some fun together!!
Medical surveys report that overall lack of energy and high levels of stress are the largest
group of complaints Doctors are hearing recently. Insufficient energy leads to poor vitality,
weak creativity, lower food metabolizing capability and certainly, a lower than desired
amount of joy. Tai-chi practitioners know that it helps prevent and lower high blood pressure, lowers one’s BMI and increases bone density and……. the icing on the cake is Tai-chi
also enhances one’s alertness, mental quickness, and overall wellbeing by adding ENERGY to
the body. Tai chi is a walking meditation that when practiced consistently, will improve circulation, bolster the immune system, and combat depression. Does all this sound too good
to be true? Let’s try it and see what it might do for us!!!

Join us on Wednesday,
September 15, Fellowship Hall
10:30 – 11:30 am
for a free introductory Class
No special clothes! Comfortable casual
or workout wear; tennis or casual shoes.
No sandals!!

Classes are
scheduled for every
other Wednesday,
same time,
same place,
$3.00 per person,
$5.00 a couple.
Daily emails showing latest lessons
will be sent to participants to
promote daily self-practice at
home.

Led by Craig Auberger and Jeffrey Berling
Craig has studied various Martial Arts for 55 years. His
methods of teaching and guiding others into better
overall health can be life changing …. And his goal is to
lead others to new horizons through this unique
program.
Jeffrey has dedicated the past 12 years to fitness and
health. Being healthy goes beyond the physical for Jeffrey. The mental and emotional benefits of Tai chi are
equally as important and have been life changing for
him!

Lectionary passages and Devotions
For September

September 5, 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Semicontinuous: Prov. 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and
Ps. 125; Complementary: Isa. 35: 4-7a and
Ps. 146, James 2: 1-10 (11-13) 14-17,
Mark 7: 24-37
Season of Peace begins

September 12, 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Semicontinuous: Prov 1: 20-33 and Ps. 19;
Complementary: Isa. 50: 4-9a and Ps.116: 1-9;
James 3: 1-12; Mark 8: 27-38
Christian Formation week begins; Christian
Formation Celebration Disability Inclusion

September 19, 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Semicontinuous: Prov. 31: 10-31 and Ps. 1;
Complementary: Jer. 11: 18-20 and Ps. 54;
James 3: 13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9: 30-37
Theological Education Seminaries; Christian
And Citizen Sunday; Evangelism Sunday;
Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence begins

September 26, 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Semicontinuous: Esth. 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22
and Ps. 124; Complementary: Num. 11: 4-6,
10-16, 24-29 and Ps. 19: 7-14;
James 5: 13-20; Mark 9: 38-50
Gifts of New Immigrants

BELL GARDEN
After too much rain in June and into July, we are
now in need of some to keep the garden areas looking
their best and to make removing weeds easier.
The Hills continue to take excellent care of
the planters that grace the right side of the double
glass entry doors. Soon the geraniums they tend as
well as the other plantings will experience the
changes that the fall weather brings. In preparation
for the autumn season, the various iris are being
trimmed and other plants are being thinned.
The scheduled gardening time is on Thursday mornings, from 9:30-11:00 AM, weather permitting. All who have the time and interest
are invited to assist in the garden areas on Thursday
mornings or whenever "playing" in the garden fits
into your schedule.
MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES
Our third 2021 volunteer experience at Matthew
25: Ministries took place on August 5. Five individuals
representing GCCP spent two hours sorting and counting clothing donated by Cintas. It was a mentally challenging activity as there were so many "piles" for the
donated items to be sorted into. Everyone's help was
needed to do the best accounting of the items. Later
that afternoon when we had completed our volunteer
time, it was learned that the founder of Cintas, Richard
Farmer, had been found dead. He was a valued supporter of Matthew 25: Ministries, and he will be missed
by that organization.
Our next scheduled adventure at Matthew 25 is
set for Thursday, September 9 from 1:30-3:30 PM. If
anyone would like to be included on my email contact
list or would like further information concerning volunteering at Matthew 25 either call me at

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We continue to work on our projects both at
home and at our scheduled Prayer Shawl Ministry meetings. The two meetings for September will take place on
Tuesday, September 7, and Tuesday, September 21, beginning at 1:30 PM in Room 210 of the church. All are
welcome to join us at our scheduled meetings to work on
projects, to learn to knit or crochet, or to converse.

Anniversaries
Ron & Jane Jandacek 4
(39 Y)
Chris & Mary Newcomer 17 (66 Y)

Jane Jandacek
3
Bob Sanders
7
Jane Steinway
7
Jim Hadley
7
Angie Holt
18
John Lavash
25
Debbie Tenhover 29
Fun Fact for September
The name September comes from the Latin
septem, meaning seven, since it was the seventh month of the Roman calendar, which
began with March
September Birth Month has three birth
flowers: the forget-me-not, the morning
glory, and the aster. Forget-me-nots represent love and memories, asters represent
love as well, and the morning glory represents unrequited love.
September Holidays there are several United States and International holidays.
Constitution Day, celebrating the ratification of the governing document of the
United States, is observed on the 17th.
The Month With The Most Letters
Out of all 12 months of the year, September
is spelled with the most letters. It contains
nine letters, and it happens to be the ninth
month of the year. No other months have
the same amount of letters as their number
in the calendar year.

Prayer of the Month:

What things happened in
History in September
United States Nicknamed Uncle Sam
On September 7, 1813, the United States of
America got its famous nickname of “Uncle
Sam”. The name was derived by a man named
Samuel Wilson, who was a meat packer from
the state of New York who supplied beef to the
United States Army.
1789 U.S. Department of the Treasury is formed
The department is responsible for managing
the government's revenue and spending. Alexander Hamilton was the first Secretary of the
Treasury.
The first newspaper to ever be put into print in
the US was published on September 25, 1690.
The paper was called Publick Occurrences Both
Foreign and Domestick and was published in
Boston. The newspaper was to be rather shortlived, as the British were displeased with its
contents and put a stop to it straight away.

Hear our humble prayer, Oh Lord. Heal our land. In this month of September, do not forsake
your children. Father, Your Holy Word says, “ For I know the plans I have for you. Plans for peace
and not of harm, to give you a future and a hope.”. Thank you that we can walk uprightly in
your love and continued guidance.

