
BE EMPOWERED! 

By Lee Sanders, 11/21/21 

Today is known as Christ the King Sunday or The Reign of Christ Sunday. It is the last Sunday of the 

Christian calendar, the liturgical calendar. Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent, and the 

beginning of the next liturgical year. So we should really be thinking “liturgical New Year’s Eve” and 

wishing each other Happy New Year! Since the calendar end-of-year event is just around the corner, 

maybe it’s appropriate to think about what happens on New Year’s Eve, the day before the new year 

begins. What are your traditions? Many people celebrate with parties, or watching the ball drop on 

TV; others take the time to reflect on the joys and the challenges of the year past and the possibilities 

of the upcoming year. It is a good time to take stock of the goals that we accomplished or that are 

left undone and make plans for the future. Here at GCCP, we could recognize that over the last 

liturgical year, we have moved from worshipping totally via Zoom to worshipping in person with a 

Zoom option; we’ve elected and empowered a PNC; and lots of work has gone on around this 

wonderful building. We have high hopes for the new year, too. 

But what about the name of the Sunday? Christ the King—in 21st century America, what does that 

really mean? We have no real experience with monarchs; I suspect that we watch what goes on in 

England as entertainment mostly, but I’d say most of us just don’t understand monarchy in this day 

and age. So how can the phrase “Christ the King” have meaning for us? So I tried a few others: 

dictator was definitely out; CEO just seemed too corporate; and “Christ the President” didn’t work, 

since Jesus was not elected to lead (although there is some personal choice involved for us); and I 

really couldn’t come up with any meaningful names for our modern understanding.  

I decided to look at what Jesus did. If you take the broad view of his ministry, you see that Jesus was a 

servant leader, reflecting what Isaiah describes in chapter 49: 

 “I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

Jesus never demanded allegiance, but he invited it. And those who accepted the invitation and 

followed him were led, taught, comforted, challenged, healed, forgiven, and loved. Each was 

understood and empowered in his or her own way, because Jesus knew that each one had their own 

unique gifts and their own unique pain.  Examples include the Samaritan woman at the well, 

Zacchaeus the tax collector in the sycamore tree, Mary and Martha, Peter, and so many others. If you 

think about them, each interaction began with Jesus’ recognition of their uniqueness and value. And 

come to think of it, I can’t think of any interaction in which Jesus did not treat the other person with 

respect. Who doesn’t want to follow someone like that? I think we all want to be known and accepted 

and valued. 

Each week the lectionary gives us two sets of Old Testament scriptures in addition to the two New 

Testament scriptures, for a total of 6 scripture readings. This week, ALL the scriptures listed for today, 

including the two we read, talk about kingship. In the ancient Mediterranean world, being a king was 

the ultimate call for total allegiance. It is clear from these passages that in that context, Christ is truly 

King. But the secular kings didn’t just call for allegiance, they demanded it. And it was a position of 

ultimate authority. That’s one of the reasons Jesus was talking to Pilate. Caesar could not have 



someone else claiming to be king running around free—that challenged his authority, which he would 

not tolerate. So Jesus and Pilate have this very interesting conversation, with questions and answers 

that don’t really connect. But Jesus makes it clear (twice) that his kingdom is not of this world. He 

even tells Pilate that if it were, his followers would be at that moment fighting for him, but they clearly 

were not. Pilate is not really interested in the truth, but in a way out of the political situation he finds 

himself in—he wants to do things by the book, but he wants to keep the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 

political structure, happy, because they could cause him a lot of trouble otherwise by riling up the 

crowds, which might cost him his job or even his life. At the end of our passage, Jesus tells him that 

his own purpose in life is “to testify to the truth.” He adds, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 

to my voice.” Some people argue that “truth”, like “love” and “forgiveness”, is an action word, even 

though it is a noun.  

This is the Sunday when we are called to reflect on whom we have decided to follow—to recognize 

how deserving Christ is of our praise and devotion, to be grateful for the grace we’ve been given; it is 

really quite the celebratory “final call of the year” to discipleship. 

And that ties in with our previous discussion about New Year’s Eve/New Year’s reflections—what kind 

of disciples have we been this past year, and how do we want to improve that for the new year? How 

do we follow the servant leader? The good news is that we are not alone; the journey need not be 

solo. Not only do we have the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer, to assist us, even when we do not 

know how to pray, but we also have each other—a community of fellow travelers. Life in community is 

not always easy, but it is worth the effort. I invite you to choose to be empowered, and thereby to 

empower others, by rededicating yourself to the King of Kings, the Leader of Leaders, and to follow 

his guidance. None of us will be perfect at it, but together we can make a positive difference in the 

world. It’s basically the same choice Joshua and the Israelites had when they claimed the Promised 

Land. He gave them a choice between serving the gods of their ancestors and the local gods or the 

Lord , and he said, “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” May we join together in 

saying, “as for me and my household, we will serve Christ.” 

It's fitting that Thanksgiving falls at this time in the liturgical year. I doubt that Lincoln was thinking of 

that when he declared in 1863 that we should share a national day of thanks in November; and FDR, 

who settled it on the 4th Thursday of November, was trying to stimulate the economy . But being 

thankful fits hand-in-glove with The Reign of Christ, as we respond to all the gifts we have been given: 

our world, our lives, our blessings, and even our challenges/opportunities. I’ve come to believe that 

gratitude is appropriate at all times, but having a time to specifically remember and acknowledge the 

leadership of Christ and our willingness to follow is a wonderful way to end any year, liturgical or 

otherwise. And of course that leads to expressing our gratitude in tangible ways—by taking care of 

the planet, by taking care of the each other, and even by pledging our financial resources to God’s 

work in this place, as we do during this stewardship season. It’s the practical side of looking ahead to 

the new year. 

Last week, Mike Brewer did a wonderful recap of the Bible during the Adult Ed hour. His summary of 

the Old Testament was “people sin, punishment occurs, grace is given”. I would alter that somewhat 

for our time: “we sin, we are forgiven, we respond”. You’ll have a chance to do that tangibly next 



week, with our Consecration Sunday. But we can also respond daily. By being willing to be 

empowered, and by rededicating ourselves to being followers and imitators of the Servant Leader, we 

can act out the truth that Jesus talks to Pilate about. I’ll use another quote from Mike Brewer about 

the Book of Revelation. He said it could be summarized in 4 words: “Hang tough. God wins.” We read 

that this morning—God is the Alpha and the Omega, the eternal. May we continue to celebrate our 

Creator/Redeemer/Sustainer with joy. And let me be the first to wish you a Happy and grace-filled 

New Year! 

 


