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Where every one of God’s Children is Welcome!
April 2021 Chimes
FROM THE PASTOR
Do you remember day dreaming as a child what your life might be when you grew up?
Some of you might have had certain vocations in mind – pro ball of some kind, being President of
the USA, a Nobel Prize winner for science, and/or happily married with children – the list goes on
and on! All of these dreams were most likely positive ones; I’m pretty certain we all dreamed of
having a good life, with lots of joys and a comfortable way of living. The American dream. Easy
Street. A life full of happiness with no serious challenges. You may have even earnestly prayed
that your dreams would come true. A life blessed by God!
With those dreams in mind, please consider this Franciscan Benediction: May God bless you
with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that you will live deep
within your heart. May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that you will work for justice, freedom, and peace. May God bless you with tears to shed for those
who suffer pain, rejection, starvation and war, so that you will reach out to comfort them and turn
their pain into joy. And may God bless you with foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this world, so that you will do what others claim cannot be done. Amen.
April 1 is usually known as the secular holiday “April Fools’ Day.” This year, for us Christians, it is also a sacred holy-day: Maundy Thursday, when we will gather to observe Christ’s last
meal with his disciples. Perhaps you are familiar with 1 Corinthians 4:10, when Paul writes of
Christ’s apostles, “We are fools for the sake of Christ….” This phrase, in the past, referred to those
who, for example, gave up all one’s worldly possessions in order to serve God’s purpose. It’s
meaning has widened to include those who are willing to look foolish according to the world’s
standard in their pursuit of following Christ’s teachings.
I wish it were possible for us to be moved to have those positive attitudes mentioned in
the benediction (such as living deep in our hearts or working for justice or being available to comfort others) without first having those harsh experiences (such as anger, and tears of frustration).
But I do kind of like the idea of being “foolish” if it means that our actions will help us “make a
difference in the world.”

Perhaps this year, instead of playing April Fools’ jokes on others, we can provide April
Fools’ blessings. Use the day – and month – to be a blessing for the sake of Christ: donate to
S.O.U.L., make a friendly phone call or write a pleasant note to someone, feed the birds, pick up
litter, pay towards your pledge, offer to be a liturgist, read an extra passage of the Bible, and / or
pray for someone with whom you don’t agree.
Be brave! Let’s go be a fool on behalf of Christ!
Shalom,
Pastor Chris
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Palm / Passion Sunday, Holy Week and Easter
As we continue our journey through the season of Lent, we are approaching the most
somber week of the Christian calendar – Holy Week.
Palm / Passion Sunday: The Sunday prior to Easter Sunday is designated as “Palm /
Passion Sunday.” The service reminds us of the triumphant entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. He was greeted with a long stretch of joyous people who placed palms on the road
before him. Our worship service often includes a reading of Matthew 21:1-11, especially
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
Recently, Christians have included in their worship service an observation of the very
somber events during Holy Week, especially, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Great Vigil of Easter. This addition of the story of the passion of Christ provides us with an
opportunity to properly prepare ourselves for the glorious celebration of Easter.
Maundy Thursday: The Old French word mande from the Latin mandatum novum is
the basis for our Maundy Thursday, meaning “a new commandment.’ During the Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples, he gave them (and us) a new commandment. Jesus said, “I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another.” (John 13:34) Most Maundy Thursday services include a celebration of the Lord’s Supper; some also include an observation of a foot washing, as reported
in John 13:1-20.
Good Friday: Good Friday marks the day on which Jesus Christ was crucified on the
cross, as an atonement for our sins. Good Friday (or “Quiet Friday,” as it is referred to in
Germany and “Great Friday” or “Holy Friday” in other parts of Europe,) is a day of mourning and sorrow over the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. The day is also a day of gratitude
for the supreme sacrifice he made on our behalf.
Sometimes, a Good Friday worship service includes a tenebrae service. During such a
‘service of darkness,” lighted candles, along with a central Christ candle, are extinguished
one by one until the congregation is sitting in total darkness. This represents the darkness
that covered the earth after Jesus died (Luke 23:44-46). This ritual is usually accompanied
by a reading of the passion story, followed by Isaiah 53:4-9, referred to as the “Song of the
Suffering Servant.”
Easter Sunday / Resurrection of the Lord: As somber as Lent and Holy Week are,
our joyous celebration of Easter Sunday far outshines our sorrow! Easter is the single most
important holy day for Christians. We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the central
event in Christianity. The western and catholic churches observe Easter on the first Sunday
after the first full moon after March 21 (so not before March 22 or after April 25.) Orthodox churches celebrate Easter based on the date our Jewish brothers and sisters observe
Passover. The two dates for Easter can vary by as much as five weeks from the western
churches.
May God grant us all a meaningful Holy Week and a joyous Easter day!

Interim Information
Romans 12:2 – Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Warren Schulz in Temporary Shepherds uses three words to provide important concepts to a
congregation in an interim period:
Change: The inevitable movement of life’s forces. God acts to change the horrible consequence of
sin into forgiveness
Transition: The process by which we must deal with the inevitable changes of life – interim. The
process of transition occurs as Jesus pours out his blood from a cross on Golgotha.
Transformation: The new shape that occurs after transition, toward which change is aimed. Easter
morning and a joyous resurrection present a transformation to new life with new shape.
In a way, we see these three phases are evident in plenty of biblical stories. From the Old Testament, we learn of the exodus of Egypt (change), the time in the wilderness (transition), and entrance into Canaan (transformation.) In the New Testament, as mentioned above, the most important story is the passion of Christ: death (change), three days (transition), and resurrection
(transformation.)
Because most (if not all) of us are familiar with these stories – and know how they end – it is
sometimes very difficult for us to remember that while these events were happening, the people
involved know very little (if anything!) of what was ahead. They also didn’t know when the next
part of the process would occur. They didn’t know whom they would become. The future truly is
a mystery to us mortals.
Because of all that uncertainty about the future, change is hard for us! Transition time anywhere
– especially in churches – is often met with resistance. Transition means struggle; transition
causes anxiety and pain. It’s often a wilderness experience. And yet, if we cling to who we were
and are now, we won’t become who God means for us to be.
Pray to be open and accept change, transition, and transformation, remembering the truth of
Deuteronomy 31:8 – The Lord goes before you and will be with you, God will never leave you nor
forsake you.
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The Great Ends of the Church
The Great ends of the church are 1) the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of
humankind; 2) the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; 3) the maintenance of divine worship; 4) the preservation of the truth; 5) the promotion of social righteousness; and 6) the exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to the world.
The great ends of the church statement is a hundred-year-old mini-miracle, a message
from the start of the twentieth century to the problems of the twenty-first. It is an unlikely gift
from a surprising source in a time of great needs.
This paragraph from the past is all more astonishing because it came from such an unlikely source; the austere, conservative, traditionally Scottish and Scotch-Irish United Presbyterian Church of North America (UPCNA), which was centered around Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The nature of “doing” church changed; not one purpose for the church, but six; not one
mission, but half a dozen; not a single, uniform job description, but six different ways of doing
church.
What an example of unity in diversity!
It would not be too strong to connect from the nineteenth century with this time in the
twenty-first. These six “ends” might have come into being for such a time as this, to offer some
hope for us at GCCP as we let the world know “we are Christians by our love.” With which one
do you resonate the most?

One Great Hour of Sharing
Each year at Easter, GCCP participates in the PCUSA One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).
Money donated to OGHS goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self-Development of People (support for the poor and oppressed). One flier that
you would normally see in your bulletin says, "As Jesus says in Matthew 25, the Church belongs
with those in need--with those suffering from natural and hunam-caused disasters; with those
lacking access to food, water and healthcare; and with those struggling for justice, righteousness, and peace. Through our gifts to ONGHS, we are there because we are the Church, together."
As one example, families in a remote area of Bolivia are building infrastructure to address a critical water shortage. OGHS gifts support the project as well as the distribution of plastic containers to collect and save rainwater. As another, on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
South Dakota, there is only one grocery store. Thanks to gifts from OGHS and partner organization Owe Aku, new garden projects put people in charge of their own food supply, nutrition,
health and well-being. Thirteen-year-old Trinity White Plume has learned to plant and tend the
gardens, which include medicinal and ceremonial plants, and helps teach others to increase
food security in their community.
For more information on how your gift can make a difference at home and abroad, visit
pcusa.org/oghs. You can help by writing a check to the church, with OGHS in the memo line.
(There are also envelopes in the office.)

From the Church Ministries Clerk of Session– see session notes
Ministry of Administration– A GENTLE REMINDER FROM THE TREASURER During these times
when we are not together, remember that we still have to pay the gas and electric (though we
still save a small amount on heat), water and sewage, trash collection, and of course, our wonderful interim pastor! The income from the first two months of the year amounted to 11% of our
yearly budget, while 2 months is 17% of the year, so we headed into March a bit behind. Your
Session does a good job of keeping the expenses down, so we are not in dire straits. But please
take time to give your tithes and offerings even though we don’t get to see each other. (And
thanks to all who already do this!) You may:
 Mail a check (be sure to put PLEDGE in the memo line, if that’s what it is) to the church, with
ATTN: Treasurer. They will be collected once a week and deposited.
 Arrange to have your bank send your check—if you do any banking online, you can go to
“Pay Bills” and put in GCCP as a recipient. If you have any questions, perhaps I can coach you
through it. Call me!
(And don’t hesitate to let someone—the office, Pastor Chris, any elder--know if you need assistance of any kind during these strange times!) Wash your hands, stay well, get those vaccines,
and pray for one another!
Per Capita—Each year, GCCP pays $33/member to the PCUSA. It is part of being a connectional
church. Some of it goes to the national mission, some to the synod and some to the presbytery.
It comes back to us in many forms, including the technology grant we received last year. It is not
a requirement, but if you wanted to contribute your part of that yearly payment, it would help!
Just put “per capita” in the memo line of your check.
Ministry of Congregational Care– MaryAnne Kizuka is keeping track of the COVID 19 Vaccines
for the church and Presbytery. Please call her 513-560-0267 or email maryanne@kizuka.org
With the dates of your shots. Maple Knoll is starting to open things a little, folks can visit for 30
min’s in person behind a shield. Let us pray for the families and friends of the those killed in
Bolder CO. supermarket
Ministry of Facilities & Finance- We are checking and updating procedures for re-opening the
church for full use. We are also reviewing the future usage of the old muscle room downstairs.
Ministry of Teaching & Worship– Warmer weather in March raises hopes that we may be able
to have services at the church again soon—First on the patio and later in the sanctuary when
community Covid 19 conditions permit. Meanwhile, we are plowing ahead with virtual services
at double the rate since February 17 with 7 extra services (Ash Wednesday and Lenten and
Maundy Thursday) which will continue through April 1. The GNT Lenten services are special because they include reflections from GCCP members—we are hearing inspirational experiences
that have brought our member into the light. Christian Education: Want to thank Pastor Chris
for the Taize services and those who have shared in the services during Lent. We have been
brainstorming some ideas for GNT after the Maundy Thursday service. We are planning to have
some Easter fun on April 8th. Exploring the topic of contemporary Christian music. Possibly
several weeks of Caring for God's Creation which would include Earth Day on April 22nd. We
are hoping members from the congregation will be guest speakers and a possible outside guest
speaker on gardening. We are always looking for ideas, so please don't hesitate to contact Mary
Newcomer, Valerie Dauwe or Pastor Chris.
Ministry of Witness & Service– The S O U L basket is in the church office, if you would like to
donate non-perishable items please bring them in and they will get to the S O U L pantry.
Memorial Committee– There is noting to report since our last meeting in February.
Music Director– CFE continues to eagerly plan for the annual summer institute to be held July
23-31 at the facilities here at GCCP. This will involve in person, hybrid, and completely virtual
performances. The music for GCCP's Lenten and Easter season are underway and almost completed. We are glad to welcome Cari Sullivan back for some vocal contributions.

Session Highlights
March 2021
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]

1. The Stated Meeting held on March 16 was again held by Zoom. We do like to be
able to see each others’ faces, unlike being in person and yet wearing a mask.
2. There were several items of business that will require lengthy discussions and
therefore were scheduled to be on the agenda for a Called Meeting on April 6. This
is approximately half-way between the regular monthly meetings of March and
April.
3. “Session 101” – Pastor Chris has been leading an educational segment at each
meeting recently. This month, the topic was Business vs. Mission. After some
discussion, it was obvious that a successful church must use elements of both
management styles.
4. Membership Report – The ad hoc committee of three met to consider member
ship policies at GCCP. They recommend that a written policy should be approved
by Session and included in the Manual of Operations. They submitted a draft of
such a document. This will be discussed at the Called Meeting on April 6th.
5. Use of the building – Requests are being received from outside groups to begin
using the building again. Some of our own members are really eager to resume
meeting in person. We’ll have to follow Presbytery and government guidelines in
determining when to re-open safely.

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings
As of February, 2021

Percent of the Year Elapsed

17%

Budget Needed

$22,475

Direct Income to Date*

$15,181

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

11%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

9%

Based on Budget adopted from 2021

The Way of Discernment
These are quotes and questions regarding “discernment” from a “Companions in Christ” workbook for small groups. Please refer back to these from time to time during the month and beyond, as we discern what God’s plan is for GCCP.
The need for discernment arises out of the natural flow of life and its challenges. Discernment about
what God desires does not follow a formula. It flows out of a relationship and personal history with
God. Jeannette Bakke
We often equate discernment with a skill which we must master rather than the gift of God’s love
which guides us home to Love. Prayer…is the starting place of discernment as well as the atmosphere in which it happens. Rose Mary Dougherty
The real One who does the discerning is the Holy Spirit. Gerald May
[Many] fear that God’s will may be the worst thing that could happen….God’s will is the best thing
that can happen to us under any circumstances. In discernment, resist the temptation to rush forward even when a matter seems properly concluded….Put the matter to the test of the heart to see if
it brings consolation or desolation. Danny Morris & Charles Olsen
Many voices call us: voices of culture, career, upbringing, worldview, peer pressure, ego, selfinterest….How can we distinguish between God’s call and other calls? Even when a need exists and
we are well qualified to meet it, we are not necessarily called to respond to it….To be doing what is
good can be the greatest obstacle to doing something even better. Suzanne Farnham et al.

Looking ahead!
Here are lectionary passages
for April. Perhaps they are helpful
April 1- Maundy Thursday

Ex. 12: 1-4, (5-10), 11-14, Ps. 116: 1-2, 12-19.
1 Cor. 11: 23-26 John 13: 1-17, 31b—35

April 2- Good Friday

Isa. 52: 13-53, 53: 12, Ps. 22, Heb. 10: 16-25 or
Heb. 4: 14-16, 5: 7-9, John 18: 1-19: 42

April 3– Easter Vigil

Ex. 15:1b-6, 11-13, 17-18, Ps. 98,
Rom. 6:3-11, Mark 16:1-8

April 4 - Easter

Acts 10:34-43, or Isa. 25: 6-9
Ps. 118: 1-2, 14-24, 1 Cor. 15:1-11 or
Acts 10: 34-43, John 20: 1-18 or
Mark 16: 1-8

April 11- 2nd Sunday of Easter

Acts 4: 32-35, Ps. 133
1 John 1:1 - 2:2, John 20: 19-31

April 18 - 3rd Sunday of Easter

Acts 3: 12-19, Ps. 4, 1John 3: 1-7,
Luke 24:36b-48

April 25 - 4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 4: 5-12, Ps. 23, 1 John 3: 16-24
John 10: 11-18

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS
APRIL 2021
AN INVITATION
From Jackie Seymour
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is extending an invitation to you, the CHIMES reader, to join
the GCCP Prayer Shawl Ministry. Come experience the special joy, an extension of Christian
love and caring, involved in creating a prayer shawl, lap robe, baby blanket that we would like
to share with you. As a member, you can join us for our meetings on the first and third Tuesday
afternoons of each month, or you can knit and/or crochet in the comfort of your home. Either
way, you can choose your projects, work at your own pace, and know that you are helping others. If you would like to learn how to knit and/or crochet, we have knitting needles, crochet
hooks, yarn, and mentors to assist you.
Each calendar year the GCCP Prayer Shawl Ministry gifts approximately two dozen prayer shawls and lap robes that have been blessed with a special prayer to individuals who will
benefit from the warmth, comfort, hope, and love that every item represents. It is hoped that
each member of the Prayer Shawl Ministry will be able to contribute at least one item a year in
order for us to maintain a robust inventory that will allow us to continue to share with others
the many blessings of this ministry.
Our April meetings are scheduled for Tuesday, April 6, and Tuesday, April 20, at 1:30 PM
in Room 210 of the church. There has been an additional meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April
13, also at 1:30 PM in Room 210 for the purpose of evaluating the ribbon that is left-over from
various bazaar projects.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Thanks to the availability of Room 210 which is large and airy, the
wearing of face masks and impeccable cleaning, the Prayer Shawl
Ministry has been able to continue meeting. We are still a small, informal group and still looking forward to having others join us. We
ask God to bliss each shawl as soon as it's finished and pray that it
will bring comfort and a sense of security to those who will receive it.
We have received so many thank you notes over the years. Each one unique but all expressing
gratitude. We have a letter from one former church member who, despite his doctor's objections, wore his prayer shawl during surgery. Thanks also to all of you who have contributed
yarn. Not only whole, unopened balls, but smaller and partially used balls. We are not only
creative, but also thrifty.

Poem
by Ella Wheeler Wilcox
Submitted by Al Hamilton

One ship sails East,
And another sails West,
By the self-same winds that blow
‘Tis the set of the sails
And not the gales,
That sends them where they go.
Like the ships of the sea
Are the ways of men,
As onward they go through life,
‘Tis the set of the soul
That determines their goal,
And not the storm or the strife.

April Birthdays
Bill Cramer
Dot Keith
Catherine Sanders Greene
Tom Kizuka
Jim Zeller
Rudy Visnich
Liz Anderson
Sissy Simons
Lucas Muela
Jackie Seymour
Anita Howard
Carol Mccardle
Vincent Greene
Ann Harlan
Karen Cramer
Cindy Marcou

1
6
10
12
14
16
20
20
22
24
26
27
28
28
30
30
Free Mugs!

Anniversaries
Paul & Mary Ann Odegard
Mick & Jane Acus
John & Paula Dunbar
David & Karen Cartier

5
12
14
24

Thanks to the generosity of Paula and John Dunbar,
free mugs are available in the church office! Each
one starts with "Dear God..." and ends with a different message, and most have a devotional response
on the back. For example, on the front of one it
says: Dear God, "When it rains, are you sad?" and
on the back it says: "God knows exactly what you
need, exactly when you need it. It's because God
knows there's a right time for everything, and that
some things are sweeter when they're slow in
coming."

