Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian
Where every one of God’s Children is Welcome!
December 2021 Chimes
FROM THE PASTOR - December 2021
I have to admit – I’m not very good at “good-byes”! I know they are important, so I do
my best, but there is always a certain element of sadness involved. The reality is that just as God
calls us to various situations, God also calls us away from them. In order for you to be open to
saying “hello” to your next pastor, we must say “good-bye.” Fortunately, we can fully trust our
loving and merciful God with our (separate) futures!

Just as we have spent the last almost two years in preparing for your new pastor, God
has also been preparing someone to respond to the call to serve as pastor for this congregation. Be patient! God’s timing is often not ours. Your Pastor Nominating Committee is faithfully
discerning who to present to you. Trust in God’s goodness – your next pastor will surely be
someone worth waiting for.
My “good-bye” comes with a very heartfelt “thank you.” Thank you for welcoming me!
COVID made it somewhat difficult for us to get to know each other at first – we had to forego a
lot of “face to face” opportunities that would have helped us become acquainted sooner. I regret not being able to worship in person with you for so many months and for not having opportunities to meet in person during committee meetings, over a cup of coffee or lunch, or at
mission events.
And yet, I’m very impressed with how readily you adapted to the various changes that
were needed. You were willing to try new things, especially in learning how to use Zoom. We
figured out how to celebrate the Lord’s Supper even when we weren’t all together in the sanctuary. You supported combining “fellowship” and “Adult Education” occasions through our
“Good News Thursdays.” We were even able to hold a congregational meeting over Zoom that
included voting in new church leaders. What a relief to know that we can now worship via a
“hybrid” process – in person and via Zoom – especially for this year’s upcoming Christmas Eve
candlelight service.
I will miss you! I will miss seeing you, hearing your joys and concerns, sharing ideas, and
learning together about being a faithful Christian. I appreciate you accepting my servant leadership as your pastor (a sacred honor) and especially appreciate your patience with my many human failings!
I am very hopeful for the future of GCCP. God has blessed you through many challenges
and I am confident God will continue to bless you along your way. May the grace of Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit sustain you today and throughout
all your tomorrows.
And oh yes, “good-bye” and God bless!
Shalom,
Pastor Chris
GCCP
21 Cromwell Rd.
Greenhills, OH 45218
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Church Ministries

Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Administration– November 28 is our Consecration Sunday, the time when we dedicate our pledges to GCCP for 2022. If you were unable to attend, or have misplaced your hard
copy or email packet, please call the office (513.825.8400) for a replacement. Your pledge will
help the Session to make plans for the new year. Thank you!! (Please see page 4)
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship—December will bring a couple of changes to
Fellowship time. On Sunday, December 5th, fellowship will be in the Narthex. Looking forward
to seeing everyone! Sunday, December 19th is our church Christmas party. We will be having a
potluck lunch. The church will provide the sandwiches. There will be sign up sheets for salads
(fruit, pasta, potato salad etc); snacks (chips, carrots, celery, deviled eggs etc) or deserts. We
could have a special visitor if everyone has been good! Looking forward to seeing all of our
church family!
Ministry of Facilities & Finance– November report, the gutter repairs have been completed on
the Narthex entrance and along the side by the patio. A meeting was with Mr. Handyman about
installing and maintaining maintenance schedules and repairs for the church. The roof repair is
in the process of being scheduled and started.
Ministry of Teaching & Worship- Christian Education— We welcomed back music scholars
Cari and Surrendra in October, and on November 7, they were joined by Monique and the
Chancel Choir for the first choral event in our sanctuary since the beginning of the pandemic.
We look forward to hearing more from them – just in time for Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas.
The Worship Committee met on 11/12 to discuss Advent/Christmas worship services and a
number of other issues that had arisen at Worship Ministry team meetings and during adult education discussions. Highlights of the Advent schedule include “Blue Christmas” (also known as
The Longest Night”) tentatively on 12/12 and Lessons and Carols (arranged by Howard Helvey
and performed by the Chancel Choir) on 12/19. The Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 pm.
We had a good discussion about our mask-wearing policy as it pertains to Sunday Worship, but
could not reach a consensus – so we wish to get more opinions during the November session
meeting. We also discussed various options to improve the situation for parents of young children in worship, including human or electronic baby monitors in the nursery, and putting together worship bags again for children to use in the sanctuary or Narthex.
Ministry of Witness & Service– we will be collecting hats, gloves, mittens, socks, scarves for
the Winton Hills Presbyterian Church--there is a container near the elevator to receive your donations. (This is a new (virtual?) version of our historic "Mitten Tree", since the tree itself is
AWOL!) The SOUL basket is also nearby to accept your non-perishable food donations.

Session Highlights
November 2021
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the
Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]
1. The PNC (Pastoral Nominating Committee)
A detailed report was handed out, describing the progress of the committee.
Christine has talked to many pastors on the phone. Very few people are looking
for a part-time job. There is a perception that churches tend to “expect full-time
work for a part-time salary.”
2. Deacon’s Report
MaryAnne’s written report listed attendance records, phone calls, emails,
postal mail, etc. She continues to keep in touch with the congregation, especially those who are unable to attend church in person at this time. She reports to
Session the relevant information, such as prayer requests, while carefully preserving confidentiality as appropriate.
3. Partnership – CFE
There will be a choral concert on November 21 at Calvary Episcopal Church
sponsored by CFE. This is the first choral presentation since the pandemic.
4. Memorial Gifts Committee
Gifts are being received in memory of Glenna Lopina. According to the
customary procedure, Bobbe will consult with the family about how the gifts will
be directed.
5. December Session Meeting
The date of the December meeting will be changed in order to avoid
Christmas week. There is end-of-year business that requires a meeting:
elections, adoption of a budget, approving annual membership report, etc.
It was decided by consensus to hold the meeting on
Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021.

Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace and peace to you, and happy season of stewardship! It is a time when we focus on the ways we
respond to God’s gifts to us with our own gifts.
We have a rich history to be grateful for, and there are many gifts within the congregation. We recently
celebrated All Saints Day, and we continue to be grateful for the lives and the faithfulness of the many
saints we have known, both those at GCCP and elsewhere. It is from this congregation that I learned the
most about inclusiveness and acceptance; about how to serve with joy; about joyful and unfettered giving. It was here that our children learned what Christian community looks like, and it remains part of their
beings.
The weather is changing with the seasons, and our lives change as well. God is ready to do something
more with us, perhaps something new. Are we open to that? How are we willing to support the future?
As you know, our congregation is standing at a crossroads. What will our future look like? Who will lead
us? What will our ministry be? We will ALL help shape the answers to these questions and more, as we
always have. Perhaps now, more than ever before, it is important to receive everyone’s contributions:
ideas as well as pledges of time and money.
Making a pledge is not the only way to contribute, but it does help the Session know what to expect in
terms of a budget. This year, it can help us determine what kind of leadership we will have in the future.
The Stewardship Committee is asking you to pray for the church, for each other, and for your own decisions around your contributions for 2022. I can promise that whatever those are, they will be received
with deep gratitude on Consecration Sunday, November 28, and the Session will do its best to stretch
every dollar for the Kingdom’s benefit.
Sincerely, Lee Sanders, for the Stewardship Committee

Gratitude!
Greenhills Community Church,
Presbyterian
Financial Commitment—2022

Faithfulness!
In Faithful Service to the Lord, I plan to give of my
Time and Talents to support the life and work of
Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian.

In Gratitude for God’s good and faithful gifts to me,
I intend to give to the ministry of GCCP in 2022.

Please Check areas of interest.

Amount $___________________

_______ Worship and Music planning

Each

_______ Financial Management

_____Week _____Month _____Year

_______ Building and Grounds
Alternately:

_______ Office Work

_____ I will give as I am able, but I do not wish to
Make a pledge at this time.

_______ Mission Projects

_____ I will make a one time gift of $__________

_______ Small Group Activities
_______ Adult Study Planning

Signature:_______________________________

_______ Technology Support

Printed Name:____________________________

_______ Visitation or Phone Calls

Please bring this card to the service on Consecration
Sunday, Nov 28, 2021 (Or return it to the church office.)

_______ Food and Fellowship

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of October 31, 2021
Percent of the Year Elapsed

83%

Budget Needed

$109,730

Direct Income to Date*

$82,615

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

62%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

64%

A wonderful donation of a New Stove
was
given to the church.
Thank you to the two families for their
generous gift.

Tai Chi+
COME ONE, COME ALL
JOIN IN ON THE EXCITEMENT
Breathe, bend, turn, & MOVE!!!

Join us on Wednesday,
December 1st & December 15th
Fellowship Hall
10:30 – 11:30 am

No special clothes!
Comfortable casual or workout wear;
tennis or casual shoes.
$3.00 per person,
$5.00 a couple

December 5th, Fellowship
in the Narthex

Donations of scarves, mitten and socks
Box is located by the evaluator!

December 19th,
Lessons and Carols
& Christmas Party

Sign up sheets see Valerie Dauwe!

Christmas Eve
Service
December 24th
5:00 P.M.

BELL GARDEN
The Bell Garden areas are as prepared for
winter as they can be. The decorative
items have been removed for cleanup and
winter storage. The geraniums have been
removed from the entry way containers. The water irrigation system is shut
down. The Ismene lilies have been dug
and excess bulbs offered for sale at the
two November Mini-markets with the
proceeds to go to the GCCP's In As Much
Fund.

MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES
On November 4, eight volunteers representing
GCCP spent two hours working with new Premium
clothing made by Cintas. The time went by quickly as we emptied several pallets piled high with
boxes, sorted the contents of each box, put the
clothing in the proper gaylord, and kept track of
how many of what type of clothing we sorted.
Our next scheduled volunteer session at Matthew
25: Ministries is Thursday, December 2, 2021, from
1:30-3:30 PM. If you would like to sign up for a
volunteer experience there in 2022, contact me at
513-851-9835.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is proud to be a contributor to the
November 21 and November 28 Mini-markets in support of
the church's In As Much Fund. Over the years, the gifts of
our hands have supported other meaningful organizations
including Crayons to Computers, Our Daily Bread, and Mercy
Fairfield Hospital's Maternity Unit.
Our December meetings will take place in Room 210 of the church on
the 7th and 14th beginning at 1:30 PM. All are welcome to spend an
afternoon working on projects, conversing, or conversing while working
on projects!

December Scripture passages and Devotions
These are for your personal use for preparing for worship
November 28,
1st Sunday of Advent
Jez. 33: 14-16 and Ps. 25: 1-10
1 Thess. 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36

November 28 – First Sunday of Advent - Hope
Read: Isaiah 61:1-4
Pray: Lord, set us free from doubt and fear. Remind us
that our hope is in you. Help us to trust that you will
provide what we most need today and every day. Amen.

December 5
2nd Sunday of Advent
Mal. 3: 1-4 and Luke 1: 68-79;
Phil. 1: 3-11; Luke 3: 1-6

December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent - Peace
Read: Isaiah 29:17-21, 24
Pray: Holy Lord Jesus, help us to believe that your
peace will make a different in our lives. Accept our gratitude for the peace that will dwell in our hearts as we
celebrate Christmas this year. Amen.

December 12
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zeph. 3:14-20 and Isa. 2: 2-6
Phil. 4: 4-7: Luke 3: 7-18

December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent - Joy
Read: Isaiah 25:6-10
Pray: Lord Jesus, thank you for your goodness to us. We
rejoice in your mercy and grace. Help us to share your
love in faithfulness and joy. Amen.

December 19
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5: 2-5a and Luke 1: 47-55
or Ps. 80: 1-7; Heb. 10: 5-10;
Luke 1: 39-45; (46-55)
Christmas Joy Offering

December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – Love
Read: Matthew 18:12-14
Pray: Jesus the Christ, thank you for coming among us
and setting us free from the power of sin and death.
Open our hearts to your love and deepen our love and
care for one another. Thank you for GCCP and for all
your faithful people with whom we know love. Amen.

December 26
1st Sunday of Christmas
Isa. 52: 7-10 and Ps. 98;
Heb. 1: 1-4 (5-12); John 1: 1-14

December 24 – Christmas Eve / Day
Read: Luke 1:68-75
Pray: Holy God, thank you for your gifts of Hope,
Peace, Joy, Love – and especially for your Son, our
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. May our hearts be filled with
the presence of the Holy Spirit, sustaining us through
the new year. Amen.

Minerva Hill
Gustave Ngong
Lesly Walters
Lee Sanders
Ron Jandacek

10
15
19
20
26

Betty and Al Hamilton
8 th (25 years)

What things happened in History
in December
December 5, 1791 - Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart died a pauper at age 35 in Vienna,
Austria. He had become seriously ill and rapidly declined, leading to speculation that he
had been poisoned, although this was later
proven false. During his brief life, he created
over 600 musical compositions and is widely
considered one of the finest composers who
ever lived.

Fun Fact for December
Those born in December are lucky enough to
have two different birth flowers! The first of
those flowers is holly, ever-present during the
holiday season. In more recent times the red
holly berries have been said to represent the
bloody wounds of Jesus Christ as he was nailed
to the cross. If you look further back in time
the Celts believed that holly brought good luck
and protection. The second birth flower of December is the paperwhite narcissus, a cousin of
the common daffodil that flowers in winter.
This pure-looking flower is said to symbolize
sweetness.

December 17, 1903 - After three years of
experimentation, Orville and Wilbur Wright
achieved the first powered, controlled airplane flights. They made four flights near Kit- The full moon in December has been traditionally referred to as the Full Cold Moon by a
ty Hawk, North Carolina, the longest lasting
number of different Native American tribes.
about a minute.
Unsurprisingly, it is named this way because
the cold winter months follow it.
December 21, 1846 - Anesthesia was used
for the first time in Britain during an operath
tion at University College Hospital in London December 28 is considered by some to be
performed by Robert Liston who amputated the unluckiest day of the year.
the leg of a servant.
The first artificial Christmas tree was made in
Germany, fashioned out of goose feathers that
are dyed green!

Prayer of the Month:
Almighty God, as I come to thee wilt thou forgive me for the errors I have made, and for the
promises that I have broken. Help me to be as true as the holly that keeps itself red through
the snow. Remind me of my opportunities as I breathe in thy blessings, "Lest I forget!" Amen.

