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Sermon                                    Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve                    Rev. Chris White   

 

PRAY: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, O God, for 

you are our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

• In this morning’s gospel lesson according to John – the disciples are introduced to a teaching 

regarding faith that was particularly difficult. So difficult that they asked Jesus, “Who can accept it?” 

They were trying to point out that it was not going to be easy to convince people to serve God with 

this kind of teaching. 

• Years and years earlier, in our reading from Joshua, we’re given an answer to a question presented in 

a different yet similar situation. When Joshua asked the Israelites who they were going to serve, the 

resounding answer was, “We will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

• Those questions of whom we are to worship are still around today for us to answer. This day, and 

every day of our lives, we need to consider whom we will serve. 

• Joshua strongly encourages the Israelites and others to “put away the gods (small “g” gods) that your 

ancestors served” in order to serve to the Lord God (the capital “G” God.) 

•  These false gods, or as we might call them today, idols - were often carved figures that were believed 

to provide good crops, protect those in war or those giving birth, and have the power to grant 

healing and good health.  

• The figurines were put on display in homes and in the fields and were revered and worshiped over 

generations and generations. They were relied upon daily – and were believed to have the power to 

control every aspect of their lives. 

• And now these people were being asked to put all that aside, and worship – serve – the one true God 

that they couldn’t see and couldn’t display in their homes. 

• That would have been as outrageous for the Israelites to believe as it was, years later, for the disciples 

to believe Jesus when he said they were to “eat my flesh and drink my blood.” 

• And yet, through the power of the Holy Spirit, both times people were ready to “choose whom they 

would serve” by taking a huge leap of faith and follow the one who offered “the words of eternal life.”  

• As you know, changing one’s habits is never an easy challenge. If you add on the fact that these 

habits were based on a long held belief system, and their willingness to be transformed to a new way 

of faith life becomes truly amazing. 

• I am very confident that all of us have also chosen whom we will serve – our Triune God, the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. I also believe that we all strive to live in such a way that reflects that declaration 

of faith. 

• And I also know that there are still plenty of “false gods” out there that make our choice of whom to 

serve as something we need to consciously make daily. 

• Love of money, love of power, love of tradition, love of – well, you fill in the blank. So easy to name 

the idols, but not always so easy to recognize. Especially if the “love of idols” are found within 

ourselves or in faith based organizations – synagogues, mosques, and yes – Christian churches. 

• Some Christian congregations expect their pastors to drive fancy cars, live in mansions, wear flashy 

clothes, and sport expensive jewelry. That’s because they place a great emphasis on the “theology of 

affluence.”  



• They see such signs of wealth as proof that God has blessed their pastors and their congregations – 

has granted them human comforts in payment for their faithful obedience to God. 

• I think we can all agree that wealth in and of itself is not necessarily a problem, or an idol – unless our 

faith in wealth – and the security that comes with it – becomes more crucial than our faith and trust in 

the goodness of God. 

• We Christians must ensure that our pursuit of wealth and financial stability does not become more 

important than our choice to serve God and God’s will. 

• Other churches strive for a large congregation – they work to try to get more and more members to 

join their church. They equate large numbers of “warm bodies” in worship as an indication of the level 

of faith within the life of the church.  

• Their concern is not so much on how engaged people are in deepening their faith journey – the 

sincerity of their Christian practices such as worship and education – as they are on the “head count” 

and a full parking lot. 

• Of course, we Christians would love to have evidence that more and more people are answering 

God’s call – are flocking to worship in order to sing praises and learn more from God’s Word.  

• Because it is difficult to “quantify the quality” or depth of faith, we often have to default to playing the 

numbers game, at least as a reference. And yet, we must to remember the “why” we are striving for a 

larger congregation – see it as an opportunity to share the gospel and a way to help others learn how 

to love and serve the Lord. 

• The love of power is another “false god” that seems to derail some congregations from serving God 

as faithfully as they might. Because congregations are made up of people with a wide range of 

interests and personalities, differing of opinions often come up over what type of worship services to 

have, or subjects for Christian Education classes, or recipients of our mission efforts, and so on.  

• Having a wide diversity within a congregation can be a wonderful experience. Creative worship service 

with a range of music, comforting liturgy, heartfelt prayers, and thought-provoking Scripture passages 

and messages come in lots of different shapes and sizes. Traditional practices combined with 

refreshing new styles can help worshipers move to a new level of praise and thanksgiving offered to 

God. 

• Education opportunities covering scripture lessons as well as current events and social justice issues 

need to be offered in order to fulfill our calling as faithful Christians to be “transformed by the 

renewing of our minds.” 

• Mission opportunities should target not just local programs but also include a wider outreach – 

realizing that God has the whole world in his hands. 

• And of course, even fellowship occasions can provide opportunities for congregations to see that 

following God can be joyous and uplifting – can provide ways to build a loving and caring family of 

God.  

• The caution is to ensure decisions about where and when and how we Christians “do” church – how 

we serve God in our mission and our ministry – are made within a spirit of inclusion and mutual and 

respectful discernment. 

• In fact, all such church events need to help us, as the faithful body of Christ, move closer and closer to 

serving God. 

• Just as the question, “Whom will you serve?” is important in the life of a congregation – it is also 

important as we make personal life decisions. 



• As we make our choices - deciding where to live, how to vote, how to use our time, treasures and 

talents - how to live this glorious one life God has given us – let’s be ever mindful of the need to 

make sure all of our decisions are within God’s will. 

• Not as a way to convince God to bless us – but as a way of thanking God for the blessings we’ve 

already been given. 

• Choosing God - serving God - is not always easy – in fact, as the disciples pointed out in our gospel 

lesson, it is often very difficult to accept and follow Christ’s teachings. 

• Let me leave you with a powerful quote from G. K. Chesterton, “The Christian ideal has not been tried 

and found wanting. It has been found difficult, and left untried.” ( 

•  Amen. 

 

 


