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“A Faith That Works ” 

Pray: Lord, open our minds and hearts to the message you have for us today, that we might be moved to put our 

faith into action. Amen. 

 

• I have a lovely memory of sitting in the back seat of my Aunt Ruth Eleanor & Uncle Walt’s car, hearing my 

cousins sing:  “love & marriage, love & marriage, go together like a horse & carriage.” 

• I know that song might seem outdated to most people today, but I have a hunch some of you, anyway, will 

have heard it – and perhaps even have sung it.  

• The lyrics got me thinking about items that go together – things paired in such a way that we almost can’t 

think of one without the other. 

• Let’s see if you also have an idea of items that seem to “go together” - fill in the blanks:  

• Bacon & (eggs) - Bread & (butter) - Salt & (pepper) - Peanut butter & (jelly)  - and to go with your coffee:  

cream & (sugar) 

• Yikes – all food!  I hope you started off this morning with a good breakfast – especially since we aren’t starting 

Fellowship until next week. 

 

• So – what would you say if I said “faith and”…? (works) 

• Christian faith and Christian works go hand in hand – they are a “both/and” combination – rather than an 

“either/or” choice. 

• Christian faith and Christian action are two different things – but they can’t ever really be separated. They 

complement each other. 

 

• Let me give the usual disclaimer whenever we talk about a lesson from the book of James. 

• Sometimes people misunderstand – and think it teaches that good works will bring about salvation.  

• Paul, in his letter to the church in Ephesus, chapter 2:8-10 wrote, “For by grace we have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

• Especially for us within the Reformed tradition, we believe our works and good deeds are evidence that we 

have been saved by faith. They are our way of saying “thank you” for God’s gift of faith. 

 

• Now that we’ve got that clear in our minds, let’s see what James really is teaching us. 

• In the passage just before this one, James explains the importance of being both “hearers of the word” and 

“doers of the word.” This week’s we learn to be “hearers and doers of God’s word” wisely.  

• James leads into his discussion about the importance of Christian action – by first talking about the need to not 

play favorites, to not favor rich visitors over poor ones. 

• We are to apply God’s wisdom – not what passes as the world’s wisdom - to our actions. 

• And as you have probably already experienced, God’s wisdom is often counter-intuitive to what the world’s 

wisdom would have us believe and do. 

 

• The book of Proverbs is particularly known for being full of wisdom. 

• According to Eugene Peterson, Wisdom is the biblical term for this on-earth-as–it-is-in-heaven everyday living.  

Wisdom is the art of living skillfully in whatever actual conditions we find ourselves. 

• Wisdom is about internalizing God’s Word so that it influences our actions – our works.  

• The world tells us to be willing to do whatever it takes to get ahead. You pat my back, and I’ll pat yours.  Do 

unto others first – before they can do to you. 

• But that’s not the kind of wisdom lessons we get from the Scriptures.   

• We Christians are taught to:  do unto others as we would have them do unto us.  The first shall be last and the 

last shall be first.  Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.   



• We’re called to make sure what we choose to do – and to whom – and why - and how – are all according to 

God’s wisdom. 

 

• We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves – regardless of how much – or how little - money they have or 

what language they speak or any other such distinctions. 

• And what better way to show our love for others – than treating them as we would like to be treated? 

• We have a responsibility of actually doing something with our God-given privilege of having faith – the 

freedom to express our faith in word and deed, according to God’s wisdom. 

• To put our faith into action - by worshiping God and studying God’s word, by lending a helping hand to those 

in need, and especially – by sharing the gospel with others. 

 

• Do you remember deciding what you wanted to do with your life? Considering different career paths, life-

styles, and the age-old question, “Who do you want to be when you grow up?” 

• Those of you who decided to be an engineer, or a nurse, or a teacher – made the decision knowing you were 

going to have to do something first in order to be prepared. 

• In those cases, it was to go to college – get an education in the field you had chosen, go through a rigorous 

internship, devote yourself to some “hands on” learning. 

• Or think about how you got interested into a hobby – such as knitting or golf or cooking. Again, you had to 

find ways to be able to develop those skills in order to benefit from the activity. 

• There’s an old joke about someone being asked how to get to Carnegie Hall – only to be told, “Practice, 

practice, practice.” Brad, for example, has a wonderful God-given talent – and he’s worked hard to develop it to 

the wonderful level we are privileged to enjoy now. 

• In a way, that’s what James is talking about. Having been given the gift of faith, we want to learn how to best 

use that gift – how to put our faith into action. 

• Such choices – in this case, our striving to be a faithful Christian - comes with some expectations – while 

remembering that we’re not talking about requirements to receive the gift of faith – but what we can to do to 

embrace that faith, how to develop and deepen our faith. 

• We can learn more about this gift of faith we’ve been given – so we are able, in turn, to use that knowledge to 

help further the kingdom of God. 

• In order to do better at sharing the gospel and our faith stories, we can learn about the Triune God – by 

reading the scriptures, attending worship, participating in Christian Education opportunities.  

• And in doing so, we can better understand how Jesus lived - so we can know what we are to do – and what not 

to do. We can learn from other faithful Christians how to best live out our faith.  

• And we can also “practice” our faith by “walking the talk.” Putting our faith into actions that help others will 

also strengthen our own sense of what it means to be a faithful Christian.   

 

• In this morning’s passage, James uses poor and wealthy to warn us about partiality – that we should not be 

making “distinctions among [our]selves, and become judges with evil thoughts.” 

• It’s one thing to have a preference about whether you like mustard or ketchup on your hamburger, whether 

you like your coffee with cream or without, or if you prefer Pepsi over Coke. 

• It’s a whole ‘nother thing to have a preference among people – remembering that we are all made in God’s 

image. It’s a whole ‘nother thing to “become judges with evil thoughts.”  

• We have other examples of preference or partiality – (or dare I call it prejudice) evident in our lives today. 

Instead of just poor and rich, as James says – what about if we made such distinctions by substituting the 

words “poor” with race (black or white) – or denominations (Presbyterian or Catholic) – or nationality – (USA or 

Cameroon) or even neighborhoods (Greenhills versus anywhere else.) 

• We must find ways to use God’s wisdom – both in our personal lives and within this congregation – to 

determine when our partiality becomes a hindrance to our faithfulness. 

• As Christians living out our faith, we can respond to God’s grace by offering up our work. Amen.  


