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• Do you like to play board games – Monopoly? Scrabble? Gin Rummy? 

• My friend George loved to play games – and he took the rules of the games very seriously. 

• Whenever we decided to play a new game – we knew we had to build in extra time for him to read and 

understand ALL – and I mean ALL – the rules. 

• And of course, he would often win – because he knew how to play the game, knew what he had to do to get 

the best score, cross the finish line first, hit the jackpot.  

 

• The man in this morning’s gospel story - the one approaching Jesus with his question about eternal life – knew 

what he considered the rules of a faithful life. He followed God’s commandments; anyone would have said he 

was in fact “living the good life.” 

• The man had been taught that his salvation was based on him obeying those laws – that if he was faithful to 

them, he would “win the prize” and be guaranteed eternal life. 

• There was just one problem - he eventually ended up relying so much on his own ability to make a living that 

he forgot to rely on God. 

• Somehow, he knew something was missing. So just to make sure he was on the right track, he asked Jesus if 

there was anything else he needed to do to gain salvation. 

• And the answer the man received from Jesus – was not the answer he wanted nor expected. 

 

• Let’s take a closer look at just how Jesus responded to the man. Verse 21 says:  Jesus, looking at him, loved him 

and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven; then come, follow me." 

• Did you notice that Jesus first LOOKED at the man asking the question? Jesus had a good sense of the man – 

he understood the man well. Jesus knew he was faithful to the laws – and that the man was missing the whole 

point of those laws. 

• Jesus LOOKED at the man and Jesus LOVED the man. Jesus loved him just as he was. 

• But Jesus also knew that the man lacked something – that the man didn’t quite understand what “living the 

good life” really meant.  

• So, Jesus loved him so much, that Jesus told him the truth – that he had to get rid of the one thing that was 

getting him off track – his money. The man needed to put aside his LOVE of his money. 

 

• First Timothy 6:10 NRSV says – “For the LOVE of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be 

rich, some have wandered away from the faith…” 

• Even though the man was faithful in following God’s law, he no longer placed God at the center of his life. 

Instead, the man had allowed his money to become his idol - his main reason for living. 

• The man had yet to learn that the “the good life” is one centered around God.  

 

• “Come, follow me,” Jesus says. Jesus invited him into the kingdom of God by selling  “what you own” so he 

might “give the money to the poor.” In doing so, the man would have his treasure in heaven. 

• “Come, follow me” – Jesus offers that welcome to all of us. Jesus asks us to put aside our personal idols – is it 

money? Power? Status? Privilege? Family? Our days too full of busy work? What is it that keeps us from “living 

the good life” that comes from following Jesus?  

 

• It might seem a very daunting task – to rid ourselves of our selfish desires, to put aside our determination to 

rely on ourselves instead of on God, deny our need to be in control. 

• It’s not always easy to put our trust in God, to set aside our own life’s plan – our goals - and instead dedicate 

our lives to God – to let God be the one in control of our lives. 



• But with God, all things are possible. 

 

• Our salvation is a gift given freely to us from God. And like all gifts – like any inheritance we receive – it is not 

possible for us to gain it on our own. 

• Following God’s laws is what we are to joyfully do – as part of “living the good life” – in grateful response to 

being a beloved child of God – a part of the Body of Christ – a recipient of God’s love and forgiveness and 

grace. 

 

• We need to allow God to be at the center of our lives. To have God as our number one priority. 

• Think about your calendar and your checkbook. Do they reflect a Christian life? A life with God at the center? 

• We are being challenged, just as the man in the story was challenged, to put aside whatever it is that keeps us 

from following Jesus wholeheartedly. 

• We’re being challenged to give up our selfish desires to hold onto more possessions than is necessary for our 

daily lives.  

• We’re being challenged to manage our schedules so we can spend more time following God – reading God’s 

Word, doing God’s work.  

• We’re being challenged to channel our God-given talents in ways that will bring glory to God. 

• We’re being challenged to give ourselves over completely to God – to let God have control over our lives – to 

allow God to give us a life worth living.  

• To trust – not in ourselves - but in God’s awesome power and amazing grace – so that it is God who decides 

how we live our lives. 

 

• Living the good life – the American dream – is all too often about keeping up with the Jones – big houses, 

fancy cars, doing what we want when we want – a “me first” kind of mentality.  

• In the end, the reality is that those are empty pursuits, especially compared to “living the good life” - one 

pleasing to God. 

• I recently attended the funeral services for two Godly men – Liz Anderson’s father and Scott Walters’ father. 

Both were recognized for the way they lived out their faith. No mention of their bank accounts, the size of their 

house, what kind of car they drove. Instead, they were praised for how well they invested themselves in pursuits 

that were pleasing to God, their reliance on God to help them “live the good life.” May we all be so faithful! 

 

• And yet, perhaps, you’re not really sure what “living the good life” with God at the center of your life would 

look like. Your life is already too busy. Your financial situation is such that you don’t see how you could possibly 

manage to live any other way. You’re not even sure of any special talent you’ve been given that would be of 

use to God. You worry that you aren’t being as good of a Christian as you would like to be. 

• So perhaps you want to ask Jesus the same question the rich man asked – “what do I need to do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

• When I start to wonder what it is God wants with me – when I’m not sure if I’m doing all that God wants me to 

do – I pull out my copy of a prayer by Thomas Merton. 

• In the hopes that it might be of help to you, I’ll close with his prayer.  

• Let us pray. My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for 

certain where it will end, nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not 

mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I 

have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that 

if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you 

always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you 

will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.              

                                      (“The Merton Prayer” from Thoughts in Solitude)   

 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374513252

