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Sermon : Advent Hope 

 

• Let us pray: My hope, O God, is that the words of my mouth and the meditation of all of our hearts, will 

be acceptable to you, for you are truly our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

• Those of you sitting in the sanctuary may have noticed some evidence of this being the first Sunday 

of Advent.  

• For the benefit of those on zoom, there are wreaths and garland in the narthex; in the Sanctuary we 

have candles in the windows, banners and wreaths hanging on the walls, and an advent wreath on the 

communion table. It probably looks similar to the way it has in the past. 

• These are all tangible symbols – items that we can see, and touch, and understand in concrete ways. 

Items that are familiar and have meaning for us – items that signal to us that advent has begun. The 

time of waiting for the birth of Jesus – and the realization, once again, that we are also waiting for the 

“second coming” of Christ in glory – has started. 

• And yet, there are other “things” that also remind us of the onset of advent – such as the idea of 

hope, peace, joy, and love. Themes that we have chosen again this year for the four Sundays in 

advent. 

• While those four concepts might be familiar to us – they are not so obvious, are they? They are ideals, 

concepts to accept, goals to strive for – not physical items for us to see.  

• Perhaps the reason we use these four themes over and over again – is because they are thoughts that 

are not always that easy to grasp – at least, not within the context of advent. 

• For example, how is “advent hope” different than any other hope? Why is “advent peace” something 

we especially consider at this time of the year? Is “advent joy” something more than our usual 

rejoicing? Why would “advent love” mean more to us than any of the other kinds of love? 

• I’m glad you asked! (Okay, okay, I’m glad I asked.) Over the next couple of weeks, we will be exploring 

hope, peace, joy, and love once again, trusting that each year, God will bring us closer to 

understanding the true meaning of advent – and Christmas – so that we “get it” a little better, a little 

deeper, a little clearer. 

 

• If we wanted the secular meaning of those four words, we’d start with a dictionary. For example, 

Merriam Webster says the meaning of hope is: to cherish a desire with anticipation, to want 

something to happen or be true and think that it could happen or be true. 

• That’s a helpful definition and can be applied to the concept of “advent hope” – except it doesn’t go 

far enough – it doesn’t define what – or whom - that hope is based upon.  

• For us Christians, we base our hope on God – on the promises we have from God, as manifested in 

Jesus Christ, and experienced through the Holy Spirit. As given to us through the Word of God. 

• What a difference that extra acknowledgement makes! 

• We might hope to win the lottery – but with little to almost no chance of that ever happening. We 

might hope to escape difficulties, or illness, or war. But in this broken world, there’s little likelihood 

that we will get through life without some suffering. 

• But we, as followers of Christ, know we can face our challenges, our disappointments, our hardships – 

with hope. Hope of God’s constant and loving presence in our lives. 

• We can rely on God – to be with us, to be present in our lives, to love and care for us, to see us 

through. We hear that in Paul’s words to the Romans, in chapter 5:1-5: Therefore, since we are justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access 



to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, 

but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 

• Now that we’ve taken a brief look at a secular text regarding hope and even what our sacred text says 

about hope, let’s see what else scripture says about hope. 

• The Greek word for hope is elpís from the word elpō which means ‘to anticipate, welcome’ – or in 

other words, to have an expectation of what is sure or certain. 

• When translated into English, the word “hope” shows up in so many passages, it was difficult for me 

choose. I decided to stick with a couple of verses from only one book of the New Testament – Paul’s 

letter to the Romans. Listen to God’s word to us about hope: 

• Romans 12:12 – Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

• Romans 15:4 – For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope. 

 

• Advent hope. We know that advent has two aspects: many of us are perhaps familiar with the advent 

of the baby Jesus – the stable, the shepherd and angels, the magi. 

• During advent, we hold our joyful awareness of that birth in the back of our mind, in the corners of 

our heart, comforted by the hopeful realization that we will eventually hear those beloved stories of 

the past, the coming of baby Jesus. 

• However, as we heard this morning in Luke’s gospel, we are confronted right away with trying to also 

understand the other aspect of advent – what the coming of Jesus in glory will be like. 

• Verse 25: “Signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations….”  

• And verse 26: “People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming….” 

• Pretty scary stuff!  No wonder so many people have tried to figure out just when that will happen. 

• They try to somehow control the future with knowledge that just isn’t available to us mere mortals. 

• They worry about when all of this will happen – instead of taking to heart the rest of the passage, 

paying attention to the instructions we are given - that we are to “be on guard so our hearts are not 

weighed down…with the worries of this life.”  

• We hear, through our understanding of “advent hope,” Luke’s report of Jesus’ instructions that we are 

to pray. That we will be given the strength to escape all the terrible things that will take place. And 

that eventually, we will stand before the merciful and grace-filled Jesus Christ. The Christ who loves us 

so much he gave his life for us.  

• And that brings to mind yet another verse from Romans – a verse that speaks of hope without 

actually using the word. Romans 8 reminds us that: We know that all things work together for good for 

those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

 

• By now, you might be thinking, how does all this “advent hope” talk relate to GCCP?  

• I’m well aware that some of you are feeling pretty worried about the future of GCCP. Will we find 

another pastor soon? Will we be able to survive when so many other churches are faltering, 

dwindling, even closing? What’s going to happen? And when? How can we have “hope” in the face of 

such uncertainty? 

• My answer to those questions is one more scripture passage – one I have used with you many times – 

not from Romans this time but from the prophet Jeremiah in 29:11, which says: For surely I know the 



plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope. 

• This interim time that GCCP is going through – is all a part of the process of being a faithful body of 

Christ, a Christian congregation in the reformed PCUSA tradition. A part of God’s plan. It might seem 

pretty scary to us – some might say they see “signs” that will bring distress. You might feel, 

figuratively if not literally, like fainting from fear – from foreboding about what is coming.  

• Take heart! Have hope! Advent hope – the hope that calls for a time of prayer, of preparation, and of 

patience. A time of trusting in God – the same God that has blessed you in the past and brought you 

this far – and the very same loving God that will surely be with you the many years of your future. 

• Thanks be for such “advent hope” that allows us all to trust in the Lord! Amen. 


