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[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 
 

Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                       Liturgist: Bob Sanders 

 
Prelude                           A Cradle Carol                                   Dan Forrest  

Cari Sullivan, soprano; Brad Caldwell, piano 

     

*Opening Words  (Philippians 4:4-7) 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                          

 

*Hymn # 143             Angels from the Realms of Glory                  REGENT SQUARE  

 
Lighting of the Advent Candles       

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. As the Lord has 
promised, in days to come:    
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; 
Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing.  

 
Hymn (v. 3)                Candles Glowing, Promise Showing               W ZLOBIE LEZY                             

 

Candles glowing, promise showing joy that fills our very soul. 
Grace abounding, hymns resounding, Christ restores and makes us whole. 
Mercies gleaming, wonders beaming, justice streaming, Christ redeeming – 
Christ restores and makes us whole! Christ restores and makes us whole! 

 
Call to Reconciliation  

As John the Baptist called the people to repent, as Jesus calls us now, we turn to 
the one who is both judge and savior, trusting that repentance opens the door to 
new life, and that peace beyond all measure has been promised to us. Let us 
confess our sins. [silence] 

 
Prayer of Confession  

The Lord is near. 
In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We have 
broken your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace with your 
creation or your people. We have not trusted your word, and we are afraid. 
Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise, for the sake of the 
One who proclaims the good news and for the sake of all the world. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon  

In the name of the one God who lives and moves among us, you are forgiven. 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you. Do not worry. Live in 
peace.        

 



*Response #581                  Glory Be to the Father                           GLORIA PATRI  

 
The Peace 

The peace of Jesus is more than the absence of conflict, and more than  
a state of inner tranquility. Peace is a state of wholeness, completeness,  
and joy. 
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

Holy Word, you are our guide and ultimate assurance. By your Holy Spirit, open us 
to your promises and commands and shower us again with the fire of your love. 
Amen. 

 
First Lesson                                    Isaiah 12:2-6                                NRSV OT, p. 641 
 

 

Musical Offering                  Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me                        J.N. White  
                                                            Bob Sanders 
 
Gospel Lesson                             Luke 3:7-18                               NRSV NT, p. 60 
 
Sermon                                           Advent Joy                             Rev. Chris White   
 

*Hymn # 137                              He Came Down                               HE CAME DOWN  

 
Litany for Advent: O Antiphons  

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, Sun of justice: Come, shine on those 
who live in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for whom the people long, you are the 
cornerstone uniting all humanity: Come, save us all, whom you formed out of clay. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings 

  (Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates) 
Invitation  
  

 Offertory                                          Mary                               Deborah Governor  
Cari Sullivan, soprano; Brad Caldwell, piano 

                 
 

*Doxology #606         Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                                                                             OLD HUNDREDTH 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious God, in gratitude for all that you have given us, we bring our tithes, 
offerings, and labor to help feed a world hungry for healing and hope; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

    
Joys and Concerns 



Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                         

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn # 611                   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                     HYMN TO JOY  

 

*Charge  

Proclaim the good news, be persistent in prayer, do the work of the gospel, and carry out 
the ministry of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
*Benediction – The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us now and forever more. And all of God’s people say, “Amen!” 
 
Postlude                             Rise up, Shepherds and Follow             Arr., John Carter 

Brad Caldwell, piano 
 

Please be seated to enjoy the Postlude. 
 

 

Sources: Feasting on the Word, PC(USA)’s Book of Common Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris White   Liturgist: Bob Sanders 

Music Director: Brad Caldwell  Ushers: Chris & Rudy Visnich 

Sound: Cliff Kizuka & Jim Hadley  Greeter: Delores Barnes 

Zoom Hosts: Vince Greene, Jim Hadley 

Counters: C Kizuka, R Visnich 
 

Announcements 
 

                                           Deadline Today! 
Sign-up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall for 12/19 Pot Luck. 

See insert for ordering Christmas poinsettias. Please turn in your orders today! 
 

Special Dates – Mark your Calendar! 
December 12, 11:30 am                      Blue Christmas service, Sanctuary 
                                                Deadline for 12/19 Pot Luck Sign Up! 
December 15, 7:00 pm                        Session meeting, Room 209 
December 19, 10:00 am                      Lessons and Carols (special music) 
December 19, following worship          Pot Luck Lunch, Fellowship Hall 
December 21, 1:30 pm                        Prayer Shawl Ministry, Room 210 
December 24, 5:00 pm                        Christmas Eve service, Sanctuary 
December 29, 10:30-11:30 am           Tai Chi+ in the Fellowship Hall 



 
The One-Star Night by Ann Weems 

 

Into an extremely dark and bitterly cold December 

came a one-star night. 

Those who had compassion 

found room and 

were filled with wonder 

at the brightness of the star above them. 

Those who saw 

fell to their knees in fear, 

but listened to the angels’ song 

and ran to see. 

Those who heard the baby’s cry 

believed, 

and fell to their knees, 

this time in worship. 

Those who followed the star 

already believed, 

and knew the time was now. 

They persisted in their journey 

through the dark and cold, 

bringing gifts to this One 

born to us all 

in a one-star night. 

 


