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In this scripture passage, Paul is answering questions from various people of Corinth and he is 

striving to keep them on track as followers of Christ.  Keep the history in mind.  Corinth was favorably 

situated for land and sea trade. It was a happening place. The peoples of Corinth were greatly 

diverse, mostly Gentile but also Jewish. This letter was written circa 55 during a time when, in 

Corinth, there were numerous Greek temples including one to Aphrodite, the goddess of love, whose 

worshipers practiced religious prostitution.  There was a temple to Asclepius, the god of healing, and 

a temple to Apollo worshiped by both Greek and Roman.  The Christian church was so new that it 

was difficult to compete with the established and pagan little “g” gods with such established and 

grandiose, exquisite temples that were established.  Paul’s purpose in writing this letter was to correct 

some of the behaviors, practices and misunderstandings within the early Christian church in Corinth.   

The very fact that the Christian church spread as it did historically (and does today) is a testament to 

the Holy Spirit at work.  None of us is doing it alone! 

Let’s look at this scripture text itself for a moment. Chapter 12, verse 3 in particular reads  

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let 

Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

That’s a difficult verse to understand unless you receive some background from scholars.  According 

to William Barclay commentary, there’s quite a bit to glean from this one verse.  

The phrase “Let Jesus be cursed!” was uttered during that time in history under certain 

circumstances. For example: 

• As in Gal 3:13, the Jewish law said ‘cursed is everyone that hangeth upon a tree’.  Since Jesus 

had been crucified, Jews would have referred to Jesus as a criminal among the Christians who 

worshiped Jesus Christ.  

• When Paul recalled his days as a Pharisee who persecuted Christians, he had punished 

Christians in the synagogue by forcing them to blaspheme Christ.  

• Christians were compelled by their persecutors to either curse Jesus Christ or to die. 

• Roman leaders swore by the godhead of Caesar and therefore blasphemed Christ. 

The second part of this verse “no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.” was a battle 

cry.  Paul believed that a man could only say ‘Jesus is Lord’ when the Spirit enabled him to say it.  

That declaration is something not so much discovered by humanity on its own as it is something 

which God, in His grace, reveals to his people through the Holy Spirit. 

Paul clearly lays it down that no man can say a word against Christ and attribute that word as 

influenced by the Holy Spirit.  

Beginning with verse 4, Paul answers and clarifies diverse Spiritual Gifts how they reflect the trinity, 

and that they occur and are enabled in us via the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

By diverse, Paus refers not only to wisdom and knowledge, but to all sorts of gifts of the Holy Spirit 

including service to others, healing, prophecy, interpretation of tongues.  All are gifts from one in the 

same Holy Spirit.    



What are your Spiritual Gifts?  Many of you deacons out there have served your church for a lifetime.  

My own Aunt is a Eucharistic Minister in her Catholic church.  She’s in her 80’s and still travels to 

nursing homes administering the body and blood of Christ. She is the youngest on my dad’s side of 

the family and is a helper to many, many people.  

How about the gift of music?  I am thankful to God for those who share music as a ministry and praise 

to God.  

People who operate sound boards, the Zoom administrator, those with skill with hammer and nails, 

engineers, “fixers”, those not afraid to just dive in and do what needs to be done.  

And have you ever awakened early in the wee hours of the morning feeling inspired to complete a 

specific goal or arrive at a solution to a problem?  

The Holy Spirit is described all through the New Testament as an advocate, especially in the Gospel 

of John 14:16. The Greek word “paraclete” is translated as ‘called to the side of’ or advocate.  

I hope we all are thankful to each other for those spiritual gifts we each share with one another to 

make our church stronger.  

 


