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[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                                          Liturgist: Karen Cartier 
 

Prelude                 Be thou my vision      Bob Chilcott 
                                              Cari Sullivan, soprano; Brad Caldwell, piano 

        

*Call to Worship 

Look at the heavens! 
They are shouting the glory of God. 
The days and the nights declare the magnificence of God’s creative works. 
Their voice goes through all the earth and their words reach the ends of the world. 
Let our words of praise be acceptable to you. 
Our Lord, our rock, our redeemer!  

 
*Opening Prayer 

It says in the Bible, O God, that you created the world through your Word. Your Word is 
powerful! And so are our words. They can heal, create a smile, be a declaration of love; but 
they can also hurt and destroy a sense of self-worth. Give us your wisdom, God of the word, 
so that as a church and as individuals, we use our words to build up and not to destroy. 
Amen. 

 

*Hymn #826                                     Lift High the Cross                                                  CRUCIFER   
 

Call to Reconciliation 
Let us use our tongues to declare those things we have said and done that have separated us 
from God, and from each other, that we may experience God’s mercy and receive God’s 
forgiveness. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

You have called us, O God, and we have refused to listen; you have stretched out your 

hand and we have not taken it. We have taken what you have given us and used those 

gifts to hurt others and defy you. We have refused to be tamed by your wisdom. 

Forgive our inability to recognize you and live out the reality of your gospel. Give us the 

insight we need to understand your place in our lives so that our words and actions 

reflect the glory of God in the lives of others. In the name of the Messiah we pray. 

Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
The law of the Lord is perfect, and it revives the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure and 
make wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear, and it enlightens the eyes. Hear the good news! In Jesus 
Christ, the living Word, we are forgiven. Live in peace! 

 

*Response #698                           Take, O Take Me as I Am                        TAKE ME AS I AM 
 



The Peace 
Bear with one another, and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 
just as the Lord has forgiven you. The peace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 

Prayer for Illumination 
Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord. 
Be our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

First Lesson                                            Psalm 116:1-9                                        NRSV OT, p. 564 
 

Musical Offering                                   Give Me Jesus                                   Arr., Moses Hogan  
Cari Sullivan, soprano, Brad Caldwell, piano 

 

Second Lesson                                         James 3:1-12                                       NRSV NT, p. 230 
 

Sermon                                            A Blessing or A Curse?                              Rev. Chris White 
 

*Hymn # 722                        Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak                        CANONBURY  
 

Giving Thanks to God 
   

Invitation 
  

Offertory                                                Freely, Freely                                          Carol Owens 
                                                  Gene Kennedy and Bob Sanders 
                                                               

*Response #694 (v.1)                 Great God of Every Blessing                                  AURELIA 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 
    Lord, who gives us everything we have, we return with joy a portion of our bounty,     
    giving to the work of your church and your world what is already yours: ourselves,    
    our lives, and our means. Make good come from these gifts. Teach us to use what  
    we have with wisdom and compassion. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn # 265                           Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun                           DUKE STREET                                                 
  

*Charge  



When people ask, Who is this Jesus? do not be ashamed of the gospel; share with them that 
he loved the world so much that he lived for us, suffered for us, died for us, and rose again 
for us, and invite them to follow him. 

 

* Benediction 
May God, our Wisdom, pour out God’s thoughts in you and make God’s words known to 
you. May Jesus Christ, our Messiah, give you the strength to carry your cross and to follow 
him. And may the Holy Spirit, our Tongue of fire, guide our words and our actions, as we 
strive to bless the world with our witness. Indeed: the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, will be with you all now and forever. Amen! 

 
Postlude                                    The Lord bless you and keep you                              John Rutter  

Cari Sullivan, soprano, Brad Caldwell, piano 
 

 

 Please remain seated to enjoy the Postlude. 
 

Sources: Feasting on the Word                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Participants                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Pastor: Rev. Chris White   Liturgist: Karen Cartier 

Music Director: Brad Caldwell  Ushers: MaryAnne Kizuka 

Sound: Cliff Kizuka    Greeters: Donna & Jim Hadley 

Zoom Hosts:  Jim Hadley                                  Counters: Cliff Kizuka, Bobbe Kugele 
 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Today after Worship, there is a full program – almost back to normal!   
Plan to stay for Fellowship time and then a Town Hall gathering.  This is an opportunity 
to learn about what’s happening at GCCP and have a voice in determining our future 
priorities. 

 
If you enjoy Fellowship Time, please consider signing up to help with the set-up or 
clean-up occasionally. Contact Valerie Dauwe at: 
                                  513-720-6399 or unicorn22253@fuse.net 
 
Tai Chi begins this week, Wednesday, Sept. 15.  Come to the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 
a.m. and check it out!   
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