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 • The last couple of weeks of Advent and on Christmas eve, we’ve heard Scripture passages that most of us are 

familiar with.  

• Perhaps today’s passages from the gospel of Luke are not so familiar to us - as the other gospel passages 

regarding Jesus’ birth are.  

• In today’s passages, Joseph and Mary were faithfully carrying out rituals that they believed were necessary 

after the birth of a first son. They were “presenting” Jesus to God.  

• They knew all along that they would be doing that – they knew what was expected of them as faithful 

followers of God.  

• There was no reason to think they thought this presentation would be any different from all the other 

presentations made by new parents of any other son.  

• So, they were not expecting any surprises – any special prophecies - or were they?  

• Have you ever heard the song “Mary, Did You Know?” The lyrics are about wondering just how much Mary 

knew about this miraculous birth of Jesus the angel had told her about.  

• The scriptures tell us that Mary was actually perplexed by the angel’s declaration “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” And that she pondered what sort of greeting that was.  

• She even pushed back a little, asking the angel, “How can this be?”  

• But we knew that by the end of the angel’s visit, she believed – she humbly accepted the angel’s message and 

sang out, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  

• Later, after the birth of Jesus, and the shepherds were also visited by angels with their message of “good 

news of great joy”, the shepherds repeated to Mary and Joseph and others what those angels said to them – 

and that “all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.”  

• We’re also told Mary once again “treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.”  

• So surely Mary knew at least some of what was going to happen. Or did she?  

• Similar to the author of the lyrics of “Mary, Did You Know?” – I wonder how much of the details of Jesus’ life 

Mary was privy to. Did she know, at his birth, that Jesus would be capable of healing people with just a touch? 

Did she know he would be baptized by that baby boy John born to Elizabeth and Zechariah? Did she know, 

specifically, details such as he would overturn the tables in the Temple? Or turn water into wine?  

• Is it possible that she could “know” what the angel told her, understand the words that Simeon and Anna said 

– without knowing all the “whens” and “hows” of what was to come about - the depth and consequences of 

their pronouncements?  

• Is it possible that we can consider her faithfulness, her trust, was true – even if she didn’t have all those details 

spelled out for her?  

• Isn’t it possible we, too, can know something, we can have faith, we can make plans and move forward, we 

can trust – without necessarily knowing all the details of the future?  

• Isn’t it possible that we can be faithful to our discernment of God’s plans for us – possible for us to step 

bravely into the future – without knowing all that is going to happen – by trusting in God and God’s promises – 

believing that God holds our future and that it will be good?  

• Simeon was obviously a man of great faith. He trusted in the revelation he was given - that he would see the 

Messiah before he died.  

• And sure enough, guided by God, he came to the temple and saw Mary and Joseph and the baby. He 

recognized Jesus for the savior that he was and began praising God, recapping the prophecy he had received. 

Surely it was a solid validation of all that Mary and Joseph had been told about their baby.  

• While we’re not told Mary’s reaction to Simeon’s prophecy, we can assume this would be another occasion 

that she “pondered” in her heart.  

• Anna was also a person of faith. It’s note-worthy that although she is a woman, she is named in our scripture 

passage - and even identified by her father’s name and her connection to the tribe of Asher. This shows that 



her encounter was not just a coincidence but another significant validation that Jesus was the one who would 

bring about “the redemption of Jerusalem.”  

• And once again, we aren’t told Mary’s reaction – but it seems to reason that Mary “pondered” all of this in her 

heart, too.  

• I think that even though both Mary and Joseph knew just how special their son was, they weren’t expecting 

those affirmations – not in that way, not at that time.  

• Life often happens that way, doesn’t it? We know something, we make plans – and sometimes, along the way, 

we get signs that we are on the right path – if we are on God’s path.  

• There’s an old adage that says, “If you want to hear God laugh, tell God your plans.”  

• And another saying: “We don't know what the future may hold, but we know who holds the future.”  

• I don’t think there is anything wrong with making plans – in fact, having plans can be very helpful - as long as 

we remember we are not the ones in total control of those plans.  

• As long as we do our best in deciding what our plans should be – according to what we discern God’s plans 

are for us.  

• I am convinced that whatever God has planned for us is so much better than any plan we could come up with 

– that we want to make sure our plans are aligned with God’s plans!  

• Today is my last Sunday with you – and though I have plans – and you all, as a congregation, have plans – we 

don’t really know what’s next, do we?  

• I’m planning on selling my house and buying a smaller one somewhere in Hamilton County. But I really don’t 

know the details – what neighborhood, when it will happen, and so on.  

• And yet, I try not to worry. I try to “keep the faith”! I’ve prayed; I’ve listened; I’ve done my homework – talked 

to a real estate agent, a loan agent, my financial gurus – so that together, we have worked out a plan .  

• And you – you all elected a pastor nominating committee. They’ve discussed their plans with session – and 

the PNC has been diligently moving forward with those plans in place – without really knowing what was next. 

• I hope the PNC and you are not worried. Because just as you all are preparing to have a new pastor – I believe 

God is preparing a special someone to be your new pastor.  

• I’m reminded of what the angels say every time they come in contact with a human being – they start with 

“do not be afraid!” That sounds like good advice to me – does it to you?  

• Do not be afraid! Trust that God has a plan – God has a wonderful future planned for GCCP.  

• I’ve said it so many times you probably have it memorized by now. I said it when I first came here, and I want 

to say it now as I leave.  

• Take comfort in the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 – “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  

• So go ahead – ask “so what’s next?” The answer might surprise you – in a very good way!  

• I don’t know what’s next. But I trust that God has a great future for you here at GCCP – and a great future for 

me. And that, my brothers and sisters in faith, is surely enough for now! Amen.  


