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[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                        Liturgist, Bob Sanders  
 
Prelude       
 
 



*Opening Sentences 
There is good news of great joy for all!  
Our Savior is born: the Messiah, the Lord. 
 
*Prayer of Adoration  
Glory to you, almighty God, for you sent your only begotten Son, that we might have 
new life. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for you became flesh and lived among us that 
we might become your people. Glory to you, Holy Spirit, for you direct and rule our lives. 
Glory to you, almighty God, and to your Son, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
*Hymn #113                     Angels We Have Heard on High                        GLORIA  
 
Call to Reconciliation 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all and teaching us to renounce 
what is evil in the world. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with 
your presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place before us. Forgive our 
dullness and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, that we might 
be witnesses to your good news and proclaim your extravagant love; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You 
are a holy people, redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken. Hear the good news 
of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
  
*Response #750      Goodness is Stronger than Evil                GOODNESS IS STRONGER 
 
Prayer for Illumination   
Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made flesh—good news of 
great joy for all—so that we may sing with the angels: glory in the highest and peace on 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
First Lesson                               Luke 2:22-35                                         NRSV NT, p. 59 
  
    
Musical Offering                  In the Bleak Midwinter                   G. Holst,  arr. R. Walters  
                              Cari Sullivan, soprano; Ted Baldwin, piano 
                                              
Second Lesson                          Luke 2:36-39                                       NRSV NT, p. 59 
     
Sermon                                  So, What Comes Next?                          Rev. Chris White 

 
*Hymn # 140                          Once in Royal David’s City                                      IRBY  
 
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings/ Giving Thanks to God 

  (Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates) 
Invitation  



With grateful hearts, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  
Offertory                                               

 
        *Doxology          Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow        Avery and Marsh 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  
Loving God: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Receive the 
gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us. Clothe us with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, that we may be Christ for others. In his name we 
pray. Amen. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Litany of Thanksgiving and Leave Taking 
 
Let us acknowledge the ending of our journey together: 
 
For friendships made, for joys celebrated, and for times of nurture and growth, 
We give thanks to God. 
For work begun but not completed, and for expectations not met, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For lessons learned, challenges met, and mutual ministry and mission accomplished: 
We give thanks to God. 
For opportunities not explored, for wounds not healed, for gifts not shared, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our fellowship in Jesus Christ, and for the love of God, which has sustained us: 
We give thanks to God. 
Let us pray: Loving God, Alpha and Omega, you are both beginning and end. Our 
endings and our beginnings are rooted in your love. Whether near or far, we are 
held close by your love, and kept safe from any lasting loss. Let our time together 
end with your blessing. Touch all memories with your grace and peace. Help us to 
live with courage and gladness in the future you present us. In every time and 
place, may we offer you our highest and our best; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
      
*Hymn # 546                  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing          SICILIAN MARINERS  

 
*Charge  
Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God through him. 
 



*Benediction 
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and forever more. Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 
 
Sources: Feasting on the Word, PCUSA Book of Common Worship 
 
Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Pastor: Rev. Chris White   Liturgist: Bob Sanders 
Music Director: Brad Caldwell  Ushers: Al Hamilton, Phil Haisley 
Sound: Cliff Kizuka & Jim Hadley  Greeters: Mai, John, Minerva Hill 
Zoom Hosts: V Greene, J Hadley           Counters: B Hamilton, P Haisley 
Guest Musician: Ted Baldwin 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Pastor Chris’s last day in the office will be December 30. 
 
1/7/22 --Twelfth Night fundraiser at 7:00 PM.  Tickets are $50/person - all proceeds 
 going to the Vocal Scholar Program. 
 

Christmas Comes 

     Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons. 
     The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem 
         or in Times Square, 
     for Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way to Jerusalem- 
   determinedly, inevitability… 
Even now it comes 
   In the face of hatred and warring- 
      no atrocity too terrible to stop it, 
      no Herod strong enough, 
      no hurt deep enough, 
      no curse shocking enough, 
      no disaster shattering enough. 
For someone on earth will see the star, 
   someone will hear the angel voices, 
   someone will run to Bethlehem, 
   someone will know peace and good will: 
      the Christ will be born. 
 
 
-Ann Weems 

 


