
Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
March 2, 2022, 7:00 pm 

 
Prelude                                               Impromptu Opus 66, no. 2                              Robert Schumann 
                                               Brad Caldwell, Stephen Variames, piano 
 
Call to Worship Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from 
my sin. 
 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, 
have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your 
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  
 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy 
and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot 
out all my iniquities. 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast 
me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me 
the joy of your salvation and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 
Hymn #440                                           Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 
Scripture                                                   Matthew 6:16-21 
 
On the Love of Things 

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they 
confronted Aaron . . . What are the things that we want to happen, the stuff we must acquire, 
keep and hoard, before we follow Jesus? 

 
Poetry                                                             “Storage”                                                        Mary Oliver 
 
Hymn #215                                        What Wondrous Love is This 
 
Scripture                                                       Isaiah 58:1-12 
 
Hymn #442                                                     Just As I Am 
 
Scripture                                                       Matthew 6:1-6 
 
On the Promise of Prayer 

The function of prayer is not to obliviate the self. . . . saying with John the Baptist, “Repent and 
sin no more,” that prayer gets its hallmark of undisputed credibility. 

 
Poetry                                                               “Praying”                                                      Mary Oliver 
 
Lighting of Candle 

God of light and life, help us to focus on what’s most important today. Turn our hearts away 
from things and towards your grace and newness of life. 

 
Hymn #792                                             There is a Balm in Gilead 



The Ashes of Forgiveness 
Leader: Ashes are a symbol of purification. As a fire burns, it can separate what is valuable 
from what is valueless, just as an assayer’s fire can separate a base metal from one that is 
precious. In this same way, these ashes are pure. They are a symbol of the new space that  
is now present within us for a new life. Let us claim the new life Jesus offers us by praying to 
our God 

 
All: God of love and mercy, we come to you in prayer, seeking to change our hearts and 
minds. We confess the baggage of idols, bitterness, and self- concern that we so often 
drag along with us, struggling under its weight all the while we attempt to follow Christ. 
Cleanse us from our attachment to these old things. Burn away their power in us and 
purify our hearts. In place of old ways fill us with the new fire of your Holy Spirit. Open 
up new opportunities for us to follow Jesus in loving you and our neighbors. In Jesus’ 
name we ask these things. Amen. 

 
Leader: Friends, receive the good news of our faith, for in the name of Jesus, we recognize 
that our sins are forgiven. The old has died. Behold, the new has come!  

 
Leader: Those who wish, now come forward and receive the mark of these ashes as a sign of 
your forgiveness and new life. Participants come up the center aisle to the front of the chancel. 
 
(The liturgist marks a cross on the forehead of the first person using his or her thumb. As the 
cross is made, she or he says, “The old has died. The new has come.” That person then turns 
to the next person in line and repeats the process for them, until all have been marked.)  

 
Special Music                                          Impromptu Opus 66, no. 4                         Robert Schumann 
                                                     Brad Caldwell, Stephen Variames, piano 
 
An Affirmation of Forgiveness (in unison) 
 
Forgiveness is the spring flower that blossoms in confidence outside  
the human ovens of Dachau. 
Forgiveness is the laughter in a field hospital of a child whose leg has  
been blown off by a hidden land mine. 
Forgiveness is the opening of a new school built upon a mass grave. 
Forgiveness is a mother’s lighted candle of remembrance for a young  
soldier killed, a bomb in a bus, an act of senseless violence. 
Forgiveness is a Red Cross medic searching for life amid the rubble  
of war. 
Forgiveness is the rejuvenation of scarred earth after the searing heat  
of an unattended campfire. 
Forgiveness is the love of a God who knows our sins, yet forgives us  
and offers us the chance to begin again. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn #433                                    Sign Us with Ashes 

Exit in silence. 
 
Liturgist: Lee Sanders      Music Director: Brad Caldwell 
Reader One: Brad Caldwell     Reader Two: Stephen Variames 
Reader Three: Betty Hamilton     Reader Four: Bob Sanders 
Scripture Readers: Donna Hadley, Rudy Visnich 
tonight’s service was arranged from previous Ash Wednesday services by Rick Olson, based on the 
works of Daniel J. Schiferling and Holly W. Whitcomb, from Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, 
edited by Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi 


