
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                                                           Liturgist: Rudy Visnich 
 
Prelude                                                          Be Still My Soul                                  Arr., Penny Rodriguez 

Brad Caldwell, piano 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                                        Psalm 121 
                

 I lift up my eyes to the hills — 
 from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; — 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper. 
 The LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
 nor the moon by night. 
                  

The LORD will keep you from all evil. 

 he will keep your life. 

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 

 from this time on and forevermore. 

 
*Hymn #409                                                     God is Here                                             ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 
Call to Reconciliation  
                   
As we enter this Lenten season, we are reminded of our weakness and our need for strength. We need 
forgiveness. We need the presence of God to guide us in our wilderness wanderings. Therefore, let us 
join in this unison Prayer of Confession: 
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Prayer of Confession 
  
We meet you here, God of faithfulness, our hands and lives full of all our foolish ways. As your 
people, we treat the strangers who walk among us with fear and doubt. We afflict our anger on 
those who care about us the most. We impose hard words on those who need to hear hope and 
grace in their lives. 
    

So now we bring our hearts to you, Generous God, setting them down before you in hopes that 
you will mend them. As you hear our faltering words, we pray you would answer us with your 
forgiving love. And as you forgive us, may we go forth to be generous with our lives towards 
others, even as the one who is Lord of all, Jesus Christ, has been so generous to us. 
   

(Silence) 

Assurance of Pardon 

                   
The good news is that there is nothing we do that can conquer us, for we are sheltered in God’s 
gracious mercy and hope. 
This is the truth we believe. The Word is in our hearts, and on our lips, as we give thanks to God, 
who is our shelter and our life. Amen. 
 
*Response #551                                           Lord, Have Mercy                                        LAND OF REST  
 
Prayer for Illumination  
                               
God of signs and wonders, who speaks the world into being, speak again your words of life and death. 
May your word be ever near us, on our lips, and in our heart. Transform us as we hear your word this  
day, that we may respond with faithful praise. Amen. 
 
First Lesson                                               Deuteronomy 26:1-11                                  NRSV, OT p. 180   
 
Musical Offering                                      My Lord, What a Mornin’                           Arr., Howard Helvey 

Chancel Choir 
 
Second Lesson                                 Matthew 12:1-8                                          NRSV, NT p. 12  
 
Sermon                                            What Are We Doing Here? - Part 1                   Rev. Erwin Goedicke 

 
*Hymn #504                                        We Come as Guests Invited       WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN
  
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings 

(Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates) 
Invitation  

                                     
We bring our best before God in recognition that all that we have is an inheritance from God. In 
celebration of the bounty that God has provided, let us give generously as we receive today’s  
tithes and offerings. 

 
Offertory                                                 I Lift My Eyes                                                       Sanders  

Bob Sanders 
        

*Doxology #606                Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow             OLD HUNDREDTH  
                                                                            

 



 *Prayer of Dedication 

                                                                                                        

We bring these gifts to you, O God, in recognition and gratitude for your loving provision.  
We offer you our very lives and bow before you in tribute to your many blessings. Take us and use 
us, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. This we pray in the name of the One who 
came in holy love, that we might have abundant life. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper  
 
       Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Let us pray the prayer taught by our Lord: 

                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

    We praise God for creation. 

 

Hymn #552                                  Holy, Holy, Holy                                             LAND OF REST 

   We give thanks for Jesus Christ. 

    

(The Words of Institution are spoken. The bread is broken.  
the cup is poured out.) 

 

Hymn #553                                      Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen                               LAND OF REST                                                                                                                                                            

        

 We ask for the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 

 
*Hymn #507                                        Come to the Table of Grace                             TABLE OF GRACE  

 (While singing, the congregation shares the Bread of Life, partaking as it is 

received, and the Cup of Salvation, waiting until all have been served.) 
 

Prayer after Communion          

                                             

Led by you, we come to this Table, where the first fruits of redemption, the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, are filled with the gifts of your Spirit and offered to all who gather before you. As we are fed by 
the bread, may we become as generous as you, making no distinction as to who we will serve. As the 
cup nourishes us with your life, may we be poured out for others, feeding those who are hungry, joining 
the voices of the powerless, offering our lives in grace and hope to all. Amen. 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People  



*Hymn #167                                      Forty Days and Forty Nights               AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH 
 

*Charge and Benediction  
                                                                       

Now let us go from this place of haven God has given to us. 
Led by the Spirit, we will go to be with those 
 who are filled with fears, with hopes. 
Now let us go from the refuge of the Table where  
 we have tasted the first fruits of grace. 
Led by the Spirit, we will go to feed 
 those who hunger for companionship and life. 
Now let us go into the world, living out God’s reality 
 that there is no distinction between people. 
Led by the Spirit, let us go to serve 
         our sisters and brothers who are our true family. Amen. 

 
Postlude                                        Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness                  Arr., Howard Helvey  

Brad Caldwell, piano 
 

(Please be seated to enjoy the Postlude.) 
Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Erwin Goedicke   Liturgist: Rudy Visnich 

Music Director: Brad Caldwell    Ushers: Chris and Mary Newcomer 

Sound: Cliff Kizuka and Jim Hadley   Greeters:  

Zoom Hosts: Vince Greene & Jim Hadley  Counters: Chris Newcomer, Jim Hadley 

 

Sources: MinistryMatters, Nancy Townley; LectionaryBlogspots, Thom Shuman. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DATES 

 

Today – Fellowship coffee in the Fellowship Hall following Worship. 

  – Adult Ed is beginning again under the new name of  

        "Coffee, Christianity, and Current Events".  

 

Next Sunday: 

 Daylight Saving Time: Next week, March 13, is the beginning of Daylight Savings Time. 

       Set clocks forward one hour! 

 

THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, March 9 
– Tai Chi, 10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
– AA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Room 209 
– Al-Anon, 7:00 p.m., Room 210 
– Square Dancing, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 10 – Lenten supper at 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Friday, March 11 – AA Meeting, 10:30 a.m., Room 209 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday, March 13 – Birthday Party during Fellowship Time celebrating those who turned 90 during the 
Covid shut down and the first 3 months of this year.  
Friday, March 25 – Musical Gala, 7:00 p.m., Recital Room (CFE) 


