
                                                                                                            
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                                                           Liturgist: Lee Sanders 
 
Prelude                                                       Promised Land                                             Arr., Michael Cox  

Brad Caldwell, piano 
*Call to Worship      

In the laughter of children, we hear the voice of the Gate of the Way, and find our way home. 
In the lap of a parent, God's compassion cradles us in the still waters of love. 
The Shepherd of our lives leads us through that door into life with him forever. 
We are baptized with living waters which refresh us, restoring us to follow Jesus all our 
days. 
The Holy Spirit, Keeper of truth, is the Light which guides us through every shadowed moment. 
The Breath of life stills our worries and fears, as we are led to that peaceful place of  
God's heart. 

 
*Hymn #14                       For the Beauty of the Earth                       DIX
  
Call to Confession  

Day by day, God would lead us to the places of hope and healing, while moment by moment,  
we continue to follow sin down all the wrong paths. Let us confess our lives, as we draw near  
to the One who would restore us to wholeness. Join me as we pray together, saying, 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Gate of our lives, you know how easy it is to follow the wrong paths. We can make the 
foolish choice to listen to foolish rhetoric, and not to the wisest among us. We continue  
to make the mistake that we no longer need to be cautious, thus making life chancy for  
all around us. We would rather stir the waters of trouble than to stay at home, safe and 
content. And while we have no trouble locking the doors of our hearts, we increasingly 
grow weary of all this social distancing stuff. 
  
Forgive us, our Goodness and Mercy. May our hearts overflow with hope for others, so 
others might be anointed with healing oil of grace. May we share from our abundance of 
caution with all who hunger for hope. May we follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,  
to the places of service and life with you forever, even if only from the interiors of our 
homes. 

Silence is kept. 
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Assurance of Pardon 
Our Comforter leads us to that place where God's Table is spread with forgiveness and 
overflowing with grace. Here, we are called to life and love. 
We will live as God's people: forgiven to serve, blessed to share, loved so we might 
care. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
*Response #551                                         Lord, Have Mercy                                          LAND OF REST  

[Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. (repeat)] 
 
The Peace 

Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven 
you. The peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you. 

 
Prayer for Illumination  

We seek you in your word, O God, as though we are searching for water in a dry and weary  
land. By the power of your Holy Spirit, may this word be to us a rich feast, satisfying the soul.  
Then with our mouths, we will praise you, our Host, and our Hope. Amen. 

 
First Lesson                                                    Isaiah 55:1-9                               NRSV OT, p. 685  
 
Musical Offering                            My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                     Arr., Howard Helvey       

The Chancel Choir 
 
Second Lesson                                      Psalm 23                                               NRSV OT, p. 501                
 
Sermon                                                    Perspective on Psalm 23                              Karen Cartier, REPI 

 
*Hymn #187                                     Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                                    BRADBURY                    
 
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings 

(Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates.) 
Invitation  
Children of God, we often spend our money on that which is not true bread, and labor toward  
things that will never satisfy. In our offering, we give things that are of God: bread for the hungry, 
good news for those who are oppressed, the ministries of the church that welcome strangers and 
sons and daughters alike. We bring before God a portion of all that God has so freely given to us. 

         
        Offertory                                                Hymn to Peace                                                David Paxton 

Brad Caldwell, piano 
         
        *Doxology #606                  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                AVERY & MARSH  
                                                                         
        *Prayer of Dedication 

Our Comforter leads us to that place where God's Table is spread with forgiveness and 
overflowing with grace. Here, we are called to life and love. 
We will live as God's people: forgiven to serve, blessed to share, loved so we might care. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People   
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For  
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #748                                             Go With Us, Lord (3 times)                              TALLIS’ CANON 
 
*Charge  

On this third Sunday of Lent, we are urged to shake off the complacency that can overtake us;  
to seek God as people in a dry and weary land seek water; and to bear fruit in our daily lives  
that contributes to God’s kingdom of justice and love. And remember . . . 

 
*Benediction 

You go nowhere by accident.  
Wherever you go, God is sending you.  
Wherever you are, God has put you there.  
God has a purpose in your being there.  
Christ lives in you and has something he wants to do through you where you are.  
Believe this and go in the grace and love and power of Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 
Postlude                                                 Fill My Cup (let it overflow)                                     I. Jones, jr. 

The Greenhills Strings 
Fill my cup and let it overflow (x3). Let it overflow with love. 

[Please be seated to enjoy the Postlude.] 
 
Sources: The benediction is by Richard Halverson, former chaplain of the United States Senate.Liturgy 
from https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2020/04/liturgy-with-communion-in-time-of.html by Thom 
Shuman, and from Feasting on the Word, Year C, Vol. 1, Worship Companion 
Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Guest Speaker: Karen Cartier, REPI   Liturgist: Lee Sanders 
Music Director: Brad Caldwell     Ushers: Rudy Visnich and Christine Visnich 
Sound: Cliff Kizuka, Jim Hadley    Greeter: Debbie Tenhover 
Zoom Hosts: Vince Greene, Jim Hadley  Counters: Al Hamilton, Rudy Visnich 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DATES 
Today  – Coffee, Christianity, and Current Events will be held in Fellowship Hall following the Fellowship Time. 

THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, March 23 
--Tai Chi, 10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
– Daytime Dancers, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
– AA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Room 209 
– Al-Anon, 7:00 p.m., Room 210 
– Square Dancing, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 24 – Lenten supper at 6:00 p.m., Room 210 
Friday, March 25  
–  AA Meeting, 10:30 a.m., Room 209 
-- Musical Gala, 7:00 p.m., Recital Room (CFE).  
  Call for tickets or to provide sponsorships. 

https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2020/04/liturgy-with-communion-in-time-of.html

