
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 

 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                                                       Liturgist: Lee Sanders 
 
Prelude                                                   I Danced in the Morning                                    Sydney Carter 

Greenhills Strings 
             
*Call to Worship 

Early on the first day of the week, the disciples of Jesus went to the tomb where he had been 
buried only to find that the stone had been rolled away and the tomb was empty. 
Friends, we gather here as Christ’s disciples, on the first day of the week, to celebrate the good 
news of the gospel: Jesus Christ has risen from the dead! 
Rejoice and be glad:  
This is the day that the Lord has made! 
Rejoice and be glad: 
Heaven and earth will never be the same! 
Rejoice and be glad: 
Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

 
*Choral Introit/Hymn                             An Easter Processional                            Arr., Howard Helvey 

Choir and Congregation 
 (See music at the end of the bulletin for congregational parts.) 

Opening Prayer  
Alleluia! We praise you, O God, for the power of your saving love revealed in the resurrection of our  
Lord. As you have raised Jesus from the dead, give to us the gift of everlasting life, that we may worship 
You forever; through Christ, our risen Savior. Amen 
 
Call to Reconciliation 
Since sin and death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
human being. For as all die in Adam, all will be made alive in Christ. Trusting in that promise of God, let 
us confess our sin. 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, we have heard the good news: how on the third day, Christ  
rose again. 
Still we look for the living among the dead. 
You rolled away the stone from the tomb. 
Still we look for the living among the dead. 
You sent messengers to proclaim the gospel. 
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Still we look for the living among the dead. 
You were faithful to your promise; you have done wonderful things! 
Still we look for the living among the dead. 

                            
[silent confession] 

                            
Forgive us, Lord, we pray.  Teach us to trust your promise and to believe the good news  
of salvation.  Christ is alive; Jesus is risen from the dead.  Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
Hear what the prophets have spoken: that everyone who believes in Christ receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name. Friends, believe the good news: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia!                  
 
*Response #243                                       Be Not Afraid                                              BE NOT AFRAID 

 
The Peace 
Beloved of God, we are to love and forgive each other as God, for Christ’s sake has forgiven us.  
The peace of the risen Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your Holy  
Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen.         
 
First Lesson                                            Isaiah 65:17-25                                            NRSV OT, p. 696 
 
Musical Offering                                Let Your Alleluias Rise!                                Howard Helvey 

Monique Wallace, mezzo-soprano; Brad Caldwell, piano 
 

Second Lesson                             John 20:1-18                                              NRSV NT, p. 114 
     
Sermon                                         Like Nothing We Have Ever Seen                            Rev. Dana Stout 

 
*Hymn #231                            Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers                                  SUO GAN 
  
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings 

(Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates.) 
  
Invitation  
We belong to Christ Jesus;  all things are his, for he is Lord of all. Let us bring our tithes and other 
offerings now.                                     

         
Offertory                                   I know that my redeemer liveth                                  G.F. Handel 

Cari Sullivan, soprano; Brad Caldwell, piano. 
                                     
         *Doxology                       Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                AVERY & MARSH  
                                                                         
        *Prayer of Dedication 

We praise you, O God, and give you thanks that you have given us such joy, such grace, and  
such hope, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. Let our lives be proof of that good news. 
Let all our words and actions, our love and service bear witness to your resurrection power; for  
the sake of our living Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

    



Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People  
  
The Lord’s Prayer                                                         

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn #232                                    Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                  EASTER HYMN   
 
*Charge & Benediction 

Go  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of his resurrection. May the truth of the empty 
tomb—the astonishing reality of Jesus’ resurrection—keep you fearless and strong. May the grace of 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. Amen. 
 
Postlude                                         Love Come A-Tricklin’ Down                              Traditional Spiritual  

Greenhills Strings 
[Please be seated to enjoy the Postlude.] 

Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dana Stout   Liturgist: Lee Sanders 
Music Director: Brad Caldwell   Ushers: Mary & Chris Newcomer 
Sound: Cliff Kizuka, Jim Hadley   Greeter: Helen Ferguson 
Zoom Hosts: Vince Greene, Jim Hadley Counters: Bob Sanders, Chris Newcomer 
============================================================================== 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DATES 
 

Today  – Coffee and refreshments will be available after the service in the Fellowship Hall.  
   – There will be no Adult Ed program today. It will resume next week, April 24. 
       
Reminder from the Presbytery: the upcoming Ruling Elders Preaching Institute 
Registration and Information: https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/ruling-elder-preaching-institute/ 

April 23rd is the deadline for registration.  
THIS WEEK 
 
Tuesday, April 19 
– Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1:30 pm, Room 210 
– Session Meeting, 7:00 pm, Room 209 
 
Wednesday, April 20 
--Tai Chi, 10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
– Daytime Dancers, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
– AA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Room 209 
– Al-Anon, 7:00 p.m., Room 210 
– Square Dancing, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, April 22  
-- Hilltop Artists, Room 210, 10:00 a.m. 
–  AA Meeting, 10:30 a.m., Room 209 

https://presbyteryofcincinnati.org/ruling-elder-preaching-institute/

