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Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! He is risen indeed!
With these words we usher in the Easter season, a time that begins
with Easter day and lasts until Pentecost 7 weeks later. During the
Easter season, we take the time to reflect on what it means to be
people of the risen Christ—and indeed what it means for us that
Jesus Christ died and through the power of the living God was risen
into new life.
We know from the gospel stories that when Jesus appeared to his
disciples after his rising, he no longer had an earthly body, but he
did have a body of some sort. Various records talk about him eating, walking and talking as he did in his human body before his
death; the disciples were actually invited to touch his wounds and
could feel a bodily form. At the same time he could appear and
disappear as a spirit might, as seen when he came into a locked
room without opening the door.

What I think is happening here is that in his new bodily form, given
to him by God, he became a thin place—a Celtic term for places
where the division between earth and heaven, or the material and
spiritual worlds—come closest. We see thin places in the gospels—
think about the mountain where Jesus was transfigured—as well as
in our own lives. A thin place for us is anywhere God feels especially
close to us, any place where we feel the presence of the Spirit of
God. Some people might find it at the beach, some in the mountains; sometimes we find it in holy moments that we have with
family or friends, when we are vulnerable with each other and open
to God’s presence; or when we are praying or meditating and hear
that still, small voice whispering in our ear.
To me, the risen Christ is himself a thin place, for when he appeared
to the disciples they understood, finally, what he was talking about.
For them the veil was lifted and for a short time they could see and
know the living God.
Jesus Christ can be that for us, too. When we meditate on him,
when we pray to him and listen for a response, we too can come to
see and know the living God, and know the path we are on is God’s
path.

So let us say with joyful hearts: Alleluia! Christ is risen! Alleluia! He is
risen indeed!
Peace,
Rev. Sharon

May Pulpit Supply

May 1st
Rev. Erwin Goedicke
Clerk Presbytery of Cincinnati
May 8th – Mothers’ Day
Lee Sanders
May 15th
Rev. James Graham
May 22nd
Rev. Jackie Pinkowski
May 29th
Rev. Jackie Pinkowski
Thank you to Christine Visnich for her work in
securing the Pulpit Supply
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Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Administration - The Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing offices
has been moved from the last Sunday in April to May 29. Also, contributions to the One Great
Hour of Sharing can still be made. This fund of PCUSA helps alleviate hunger as well as aiding in
disaster relief. Since the administration of the fund is provided by PCUSA, all money donated
goes to the work of the assistance.
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship - Several ideas are being discussed; men’s
breakfast served in Fellowship Hall; game (cards) night w/light snacks and picnic on the patio
(no dates have been decided). We are discussing the possibility of having fellowship in the
Narthex once a month.
Ministry of Facilities & Finance - 1) Painting and repair of the ceiling area on the ramp leading to the Trustees office has been completed. 2) The charts for the fire exits routes and location of fire extinguishers are almost complete and will be posted soon. 3) Installation of the
Active Shooter system is recommended to be placed by the Pulpit. Final decision will be made
after discussion with Session.
Ministry of Teaching & Worship - The Easter Sunday worship service was
our 14th worship service in seven weeks, starting with Ash Wednesday. It
also marked the first time we’ve ever gone through Lent and Holy Week
without a called pastor. Many thanks to a hard working Teaching and Worship Committee, particularly Brad Caldwell, Lee Sanders, and Betty Hamilton on the weekly ministry team, along with Mary Newcomer, Dot Keith
and Jim Hadley on the larger committee and Chris Visnich and MaryAnne
Kizuka in the office. It was so good to be back in the sanctuary for Lent—
Easter for the first time in 3 years; with talented young soloists and hybrid
choir of youthful music scholars and veteran singers, expertly led, and
singing beautifully arranged compositions.
Ministry of Witness & Service– Even though we are through Easter and Holy Week we want
to remember that the donations to S.O.U.L. are still in great demand. Please bring canned
goods, dry goods, personal hygiene items, and laundry products to put in the S.O.U.L. basket
near the stairs to the sanctuary.

Session Highlights April 2022
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and
the Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the
five Ministries.]
1. Clerk’s Report
I have continued to work from home. Our records are complete and
up-to-date for the examination to be held by Presbytery sometime in May.

2. Deacon Report
MaryAnne submitted a lovely report full of photos of the baby shower for
Odette Ngong. Of course, she also provided notes about people who need
our care and prayers.
3. PNC
Christine Visnich, Chairperson, was away on vacation for two weeks.
The committee was prepared to meet without her, but no new candidates
were referred during that time. The group sometimes gets a bit frustrated.
Yet we all know that it is important to be patient, to “Wait for the Lord.”
God’s time is not our time.

4. Congregational Meeting
The meeting for Elections has been scheduled for
Sunday, May 29th, after Worship. The plan is to ask
Presbytery’s approval for our guest preacher,
an ordained minister, to moderate the meeting.

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of March 31, 2022
Percent of the Year Elapsed

25%

Budget Needed

$39,051

Direct Income to Date*

$17,288

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

11%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

32%**

MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES
Seven individuals under the umbrella of Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian spent two hours at Matthew
25: Ministries on April 7th sorting new T-shirts and sweatshirts. The assignment required us to sort by size (adult,
child) and appropriateness of the writing and/or image
printed on each one. Lunch was enjoyed in the new cafe
before our assignment began.

Paul Odegard, Mary Ann Odegard, Kathy
Reder, Walt Bewley, Carol Linderman, Jackie
Seymour & Jon Seymour

We are next scheduled to volunteer
at Matthew 25 on Thursday, May
12th from 1:30-3:30 PM with lunch
($6.00) in the cafe beforehand for
those who are available.

New volunteers or those who haven't volunteered
since March 2020 when the pandemic shut down
volunteer activities at the organization are asked
to register on the Matthew 25: Ministries website
before volunteering. Then when you arrive at the
facility, you will have your picture taken for your
card which you will then use to check in and out
each time you volunteer. If anyone has questions,
call or email me at 513-851-9835 or
jlsjks@hotmail.com.
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May 12

1:30 - 3:30
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1:30 - 3:30
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July 14

1:30 - 3:30
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August 11
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September 8

1:30 - 3:30
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October 13

1:30 - 3:30

Thursday
Thursday

November 10
December 1

1:30 - 3:30
1:30 - 3:30

Bell Garden

The garden areas are coming alive with new growth and colorful blooms.
Beautiful purple and white pansies are now gracing the two concrete
planters by the glass entry doors. The Hills keep these planters updated
with appropriate flowers throughout the growing season.
The tasks of the past weeks have included the removal of hundreds of leaves, mostly oak, that
have settled into the garden areas; trimming of various bushes; removal of dead stalks; and the
disappearance of weeds. The Odegards have removed leaves from the fence area along the
south side of the former playground. They also removed unwanted growth from the west side
of that same fence and thinned out the iris in the Boy Scout garden.

There are still more leaves, dead stalks, and weeds to be
removed. The scheduled gardening time is each Thursday
morning, weather permitting, from 9:30-11:00. Extra hands
are always welcome

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting on
April 5th was special as Ann Harlan and
her daughter-in-law, Helen Harlan, were
present.
We blessed four items that afternoon. At
our April 19th meeting, we blessed two
items and selected a lap robe for gifting.
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Tuesday

June 21
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September 6

Tuesday

September 20

Our May meetings are scheduled for May
3rd and May17th beginning at 1:30 PM in
Room 210 of the church.

All are welcome to join us on these dates or
on future dates. We meet year round on
the first and third Tuesdays of the month.

Odette was
SURPRISED!!
Gifts for 2 boys

Wonderful day for a
baby shower. Good
conversation, food, and
fellowship.

Mary Ann Odegard,
Mai Hill, Valerie Dauwe, &
Donna Kennedy did a
spectacular job planning and
executing the surprise.

May Scriptures:
These are provided for
your personal
devotions
Or to prepare
for worship.

May 1st
3rd, Sunday of Easter
Acts 9: 1-6 (7-20) and Ps. 30 or
Isa. 61: 1-3 and Ps. 90: 13-17.
Rev, 5: 11-14; John 21: 1-19
Mental Health Awareness
Month begins;
Foster Care Month begins;
Older Adult Week begins;
Legacy Giving Sunday

May 8th
4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 9: 36-43 and Ps. 23 or
Isa. 5: 1-6 and Ps. 114:
Rev. 7: 9-17; John 10: 22-30
Mother’s Day

May 15th
5th, Sunday of Easter
Acts 11: 1-18 and Ps. 148
or Lev. 19: 9-18 and Ps. 24: 1-6.
Rev. 21: 9-17. John 13: 31-35
Palestinian Nakba
Remembrance Day

May 22nd
6th, Sunday of Easter
Acts 16: 9-15 and Ps. 67 or
Deut. 34: 1-12 and
Ps. 109: 21-31.
Rev. 21: 10, 22-22:5;
John 14: 23-29 or John 5: 1-9
Presbyterian Heritage Sunday

May 29th
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16: 16-34 and Ps. 97 or
2 Kgs. 2: 1-15
and Ps. 2; Rev. 22: 12-14,
16-17, 20-21; John 17: 20-26
Intercultural Church Sunday
Mission Worker Sunday

May the sun
Bring you new energy by day,
May the moon
Softly restore you by night,
May the rain
Wash away your worries,
May the breeze
Blow new strength into your
Being,
May you walk
Gently through the world
And know it’s beauty all the
days of the rest of your life.
Apache Blessing

Mai Hill
Alice Crawford
Karen Cartier
Donna Kennedy
Martha Proffitt
Gene Kennedy

1
4
24
24
24
29

Art & Carol McCardle
2
Steve & Sharon Bailey
24

May: Named for the roman goddess, Maia, who oversaw the growth of plants. Also, from
the Latin word maiores, “Elders,” who were celebrated during this month.
May Day (May 1) is a holiday rich
in history and folklore, celebrating
the return of spring! It’s the halfway point between the spring
equinox and the summer solstice!
Here ae some streamers of
pink, yellow and blue.

A reminder of spring and
things that are new.
Together they make a
maypole for you.
And a wish for a happy

Sending you these
pretty May blooms
To say…
Have a Happy
May Day!!!
Maypole: Children would dance
around the maypole holding on to
colorful ribbons. People would “bring
in the May” by gathering wildflowers
and green branches, weaving of floral
hoops and hair garlands, and crowning a May King and Queen.

May Day too!

So now you know a little about May Day!
May Baskets: Ever heard of
a May basket? People would
leave a paper basket or
cone containing spring
flowers and sweets on each
other’s doorsteps, usually
anonymously.

As colts and calves kick up their heels,
seedlings seek the Sun,
and birds call for mates,
we humans may join their revels
for the day: during spring’s
“May Day” festival!
To enjoy Nature’s exuberance !

