
 
                                                                                 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[* At this sign, please rise in body or in spirit; bold indicates congregation’s responses.] 

 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitation                                                          Liturgist: Karen Cartier 
 
 
Prelude                                 Spirit of the Living God                     Iverson/Sanders 

The Greenhills Strings 
 
*Call to Worship 

Praise God, all people! 
Praise the Lord, all creation! 
Whales doing back flips in the air, squid and octopi dancing on the ocean floor; 
Giant redwoods stretching to the sky, tomato vines cuddling around a stake. 
Mountains blocking the sunrise, moles tunneling through our front lawns; 
Four-year-olds sitting in a story-time circle, grandparents singing “their song.” 
Redbuds decorating our backyard, grass growing faster than our grandchildren; 
Seals getting a suntan on the rocks, teenagers knotted together at church. 
Praise the Lord, all creation! 

                                                                                                                                                  
*Hymn # 610                            O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                        AZMON 
 
 
Call to Confession  
We show others who we are by the lives we lead, the words we speak, the actions we undertake.  
Let us confess how we have not been God’s little children, when we fail to love as we have been loved. 
                   
 
Prayer of Confession 

Who are we to get in your way, Holy God? We put people into neat, little boxes, but you rip 
them open, so folks can dance in your joy. We imprison others with our unmet expectations, 
and you set them free with a Word. We build walls around those we don’t know, and you tear 
them down fear by fear, so your children can run wild in the kingdom. 
Who are we to get in your way, Saving Power, especially in the way of your forgiveness 
offered to all! Give us your vision that sees everyone as equal—forgiven, graced, loved—
even as we seek to follow our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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Silence is kept. 

Assurance of Pardon 
We know who God is by the love shown to us in Christ Jesus. 
We will show others who we are—and Whose we are—by the love poured out by our lives. 
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 
*Response #551                                         Lord, Have Mercy                                         LAND OF REST  
 

(Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy, Lord, have mercy upon us. X2) 
 

The Peace 
Be kind to one another and patient, rejoicing in the truth. May the love and peace of our Lord  
Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
O God of promise, your word made flesh in Jesus Christ is trustworthy and true. By the power of your  
Holy Spirit, may it rise up in us this day like a gift from the spring of the water of life to refresh our  
thirsty souls. Amen. 
 
First Lesson                                                  Acts 11:1-18                              NRSV NT, p. 130  
 
Musical Offering               Spring Up O Well                                      Wickham/Sanders 

The Greenhills Strings 
 

Second Lesson                               Revelation 21:1-6               NRSV NT, p. 259   
 
Gospel Lesson                    John 13:31-35                              NRSV NT, p.108          
 
Sermon                                                             What’s New?                                                  Lee Sanders 

 
*Hymn # 754                    Help Us Accept Each Other                                BARONITA                                                                              
  
We Present Our Tithes and Offerings 

(Prayer concerns may be placed in the offering plates) 
Invitation  
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another.” Let us with gladness offer to God the gifts of our labor, life,  
and love.                             

         
        Offertory                        The Cows Ain’t Comin Home                  Sanders 
                 The Greenhills Strings 
             
        *Doxology #606                  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow            OLD HUNDREDTH  
                                                                            
       *Prayer of Dedication 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the ministry of reconciliation to which you call us in the name 

of Jesus Christ and his resurrection. Accept these gifts for your mission to heal all creation. May 

they be a testament to your love for us as we share them in love for you; through Jesus Christ we 

pray. Amen. 

 

Joys and Concerns 
 



Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer    

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen   

 

“Hymn # 203                                  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                                 CHEREPONI 

 

*Charge  
Jesus has loved us so that we may love others. Go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
*Benediction 
May God who has made you a new creation give you the grace to grow in faith, hope, love, and justice. 
 
Postlude                           Remember As We Go                            Jandacek 

The Greenhills Strings 
   

[Please be seated to enjoy the Postlude.] 
 

 
 
 

Sources:  
 
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1; Bearers of Grace and Justice, 
by Thom M. Shuman. 
 

Participants:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Guest Speaker: Lee Sanders    Liturgist: Karen Cartier 

Guest Musician: Ed Steele     Ushers: Phil Haisley, Jim Hadley 

Sound: Cliff Kizuka, Jim Hadley    Greeter: Jane Steinway 

Zoom Hosts: Vince Greene, Jim Hadley  Counters: Phil Haisley, Jim Hadley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DATES 

 

We welcome Ed Steele to our service this morning, in Brad’s absence. Great to have you back, Ed!! 

 

Today  Fellowship Time will be in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service. All are invited!  

 

Coffee, Christianity, and Current Events, 11:30 am, Fellowship Hall: To conclude our  

discussion from April 24, we will review the reasons why the November 2020 Pew  

Research Center considered the United States a flawed democracy due to restrictions  

on religion in our government policies and social hostilities. Join us for an interesting  

discussion. 

 

THIS WEEK 

 

Tuesday, May 17 

– Prayer Shawl Ministry, 1:30 pm, Room 210. Come for yarn work or for conversation and fellowship. 

– Session meeting, 7:00 pm, Room 209 

 

Wednesday, May 18 

– Tai Chi, 10:30 am, Fellowship Hall 

– Daytime Dancers, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

– AA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Room 209 

– Al-Anon, 7:00 p.m., Room 210 

– Square Dancing, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Friday, May 20 

– Hilltop Artists, 10:00 a.m., Room 210 

– AA Meeting, 10:30 a.m., Room 209 

 

COMING SOON! MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

Sunday, May 29th, the Congregational Meeting for Elections will be held at the close of the Worship 

Service. We’ll be electing a new class of Elders for Session and the  Nominating Committee for next 

year. (Members attending on Zoom will be included in the Voice and Vote.)  The guest preacher, Rev. 

Jackie Pinkowski, will be the moderator. 

 

 

 

 


