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12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 

hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 

receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 

the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.”  

 

Bringing God’s truth to mankind – in other words, revelation.  

 

I turned to my William Barclay Bible commentary for aid in understanding this scripture. Barclay writes 

“It is only possible to tell a man as much as he can understand.” Start with basics and build as any 

person’s understanding matures. God’s word is revealed to his people through the Bible, also God’s 

truth is continually being revealed today from Jesus, by the Holy Spirit. Think about music over the 

centuries – Handel's “The Hallelujah Chorus” is understood to have been inspired music. The text is 

drawn from three passages in the New Testament book of Revelation: Chapter 19 v 6, 11 v 15 and 19 

v 16. All the beautiful hymns based on Psalms, inspired music.  

 

Consider the great works of literature, scientific discoveries to help mankind. Barclay states “Truth is 

not men’s discovery, it is God’s gift...It is the truth of God the Holy Spirit brings to us.” Also “The more 

we become like Him, the more He will be able to tell us. To enjoy revelation, we must accept His 

mastery. Submission to Christ and knowledge of Christ go hand in hand.” 

 

Have you had scripture verses startle you in revelation? I’ve sat into the middle of the night reading 

and studying scripture passages and at various times, and a verse will ‘leap out at me’ and I gain an 

understanding of it in the moment in time. It speaks to me in the moment.  

 

I was riding a metro bus home from work one day – years ago – our children were young and I was 

reading a book on parenting called Boundaries with Kids by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend. 

There was a scripture verse quoted in that book that leaped out at me and I wanted to stand up on 

the bus and shout. I get it! This is awesome! This is the answer to my question! But that would have  

been extremely embarrassing in front of all those people also on their way home. 

 



Conversations with trusted friends can bring humorous revelation. There was a genuine Southern 

Lady, a dear friend to our family who’d lived on our street here in Greenhills until her passing at the 

age of 94. Whenever she’d hear something new told to her, true yes, but a new concept to her, she’d 

listen closely and say “Sure ‘nuff!” There were some ladies who might say: “I do vow!” as an 

exclamation of surprise at a revelation.  

 

Most importantly – prayer can bring revelation. Prayer over a problem or any decision in our lives can 

bring revelation. Have you experienced an answer to a problem that comes to you maybe in the 

middle of the night or in the wee hours of the morning? It suddenly seems plain – why hadn’t I thought 

of it before?? Well...perhaps we’re more receptive to revelation when it’s very quiet and peaceful. 

That still small voice...  

 

My family and I have traveled to Shipshewana Indiana a few times in the last year. We’ve returned to 

a specific Amish Mennonite church while we’re visiting and we have made friends with members of 

that church. That church reminds me of our own church in a number of ways. Yes, differences, (men 

sit on the left and women sit on the right, no decoration at all, white walls, plain windows, no musical 

instruments, but the same welcome when we walk through the door, worship we sing a few of the 

same hymns and Bible study, sincerity and warmth. The women refer to each other as sisters. During 

our last visit another welcome similarity was a fabulous lunch after worship with tables of homemade 

food and a third of it was desserts! It was a revelation!!  

 

Now if we return to the Romans scripture verse that Betty read just a bit ago, the love of God has 

been poured out into our hearts through the Holy spirit, who has been given to us. It gives us fortitude 

through adversity. Through Jesus we have an introduction to that Holy Spirit...we know the calm of 

depending, not on what we can do for ourselves, but on what God has done for us.“ That line of 

thinking can keep us connected in our relationship and remind us to stay thankful to God. 

 

You go nowhere by accident.  

Wherever you go, God is sending you.  

Wherever you are, God has put you there.  

God has a purpose in your being there.  

Christ lives in you and has something he wants to do through you where you are.  

Believe this and go in the grace and love and power of Jesus Christ.  

 

By Richard Halverson, former chaplain of the US Senate. 


