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horizon. Even though the grass and trees are still green, we see touches of
brown at the edges of leaves; with the passage of summer storms we feel a
coolness to the air that relieves the humidity of high summer. In our area of
the world we do see the 4 seasons in all of their glory— the cold starkness of
winter, the emerging flower blooms of spring, the heat and green of summer, the changing leaves of fall. In other parts of the world seasons are experienced differently, but all around us, no matter where we live, change happens. For good or for bad change happens.
What happens, then, when change is expected but doesn’t come? When
change takes longer to happen than we want or expect? How do we keep
moving forward when it seems that we’re not getting anywhere?
We sometimes talk about “God’s timing” or say that God knows when the
time is right. Sometimes we wish that God would let us in on what God
thinks is going to be the right time! My husband is retiring this week after 42
years of working in his career; he has been debating for several years when
the “right time” would be and finally decided last year that now would be the
time. Then he spent the rest of the time getting things in order financially
and reflecting on what retirement would mean for him. The other day he told
me he has gone so far as to imagine how he will spend his days! And I think
he is as ready for his last day of work— this Thursday, July 28– as anyone can
ever be.

As Greenhills Community Presbyterian Church continues its work of preparing for a new pastor, it
might seem as if it is taking forever. You all have been 2 years without an installed pastor at this
point, and it has been 7 months since Pastor Chris stepped down as interim. The PNC is working
hard, and I understand is taking steps to keep the congregation informed of where they are in
the search process; but it still probably seems to be one of those situations when we want to say
to God, “Get on with whatever needs to happen, will you!”
While a church can’t make God send it a pastor when it wants one to appear, it can continue to
prepare for the time when everything comes together and someone is there to be called. Members can continue to give to the mission and ministry of the church, either financially or with
their time and talents; members can think about how they as a congregation might welcome a
new pastor and bring them onboard in order to insure their success; they can reflect on past issues or problems that caused difficulty between former pastors and the congregation; and they
can think about and even begin to work on any new missions or ministries that they think Greenhills might need to be involved in. The congregation can prepare itself for the way things will
change when a new pastor comes on board. It might mean some more changes— a new order of
worship, or a new format to the newsletter, or even changes to committee structure or other
changes to how you organize yourself as a church, and the congregation must be ready to accept
and support The more prepared we are to welcome someone and accept their leadership, the
more successful the partnership between pastor and church will be.
Peace Rev. Sharon
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Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship: There is a tour of the Rumpke Dump,
October 20th. Please contact Valerie Dauwe for more information. Folks will be going to lunch
after the tour of Rumpke.
Ministry of Facilities & Finance: Officer Holbrook has been rescheduled for August 28th for the
Active Shooter program.
Notes from your treasurer:
1) Please remember that even when we are on vacation, the needs of the church continue--we
still have to pay for electricity, internet, phone, water, waste removal, and pulpit supply! It's easy
to put off, but you are encouraged to stay up-to-date on your giving. And thanks to everyone
who has done so!
2) It is time for us to pay our per capita apportionment, part of which goes to the PCUSA, part
goes to the Synod of the Covenant, and part stays within the Presbytery of Cincinnati. We pay
based on membership numbers. If you would like to contribute to this effort, $33 each will defray
some of the expense! Thanks in advance if you can help.
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Session Highlights

July 2022
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and
Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]
1)

2)

3)

4)

Seating of Jim Hadley on Session
It is the official duty of the Session to interview a ‘new’ Elder. At the July
meeting, we talked with Jim about his faith, hopes, and service during his threeyear term on Session. Of course, most of us have known Jim for a long time, and
he has served on Session previously. At the end of the conversation, a motion
was passed to accept the “examination” and welcome Jim as a newly-seated
Elder.
Session Ministries
The Session has approved a re-arrangement of responsibilities for the Ministry
of Facilities and Finance. Because the Ministry actually has two ‘arms’, our
Treasurer, Lee, will become the head of the Finance division, and newly-installed
Elder, Jim Hadley, will become head of the Facilities division. The Treasurer
already has two elected assistants, Bobbe Kugele and Betty Hamilton. The
Facilities division will reactivate a system whereby several different people
will be in charge of various operations.
Deacon’s Report
MaryAnne continues to keep in touch with people who need our care and
prayers.
st
 During the Worship service on July 31 , the Ngong twins will be presented to
the congregation and blessed.
 A Celebration of Life will be held at GCCP for our former member, Bill
Cramer, who passed away in Virginia on July 5th. The informal gathering will
be Sunday afternoon, July 31st.
PNC
The Committee continues to contact potential candidates by phone and Zoom.
Because this kind of work takes place ‘behind the scenes’, they want to increase
visibility to the congregation. Watch for more information in the coming weeks.
Meanwhile, be patient; pray for God to work his
purpose out for our situation. Also, pray for the
members of the Committee as they need strength
and perseverance.

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of June 30, 2022
Percent of the Year Elapsed

50%

Budget Needed

$78,103

Direct Income to Date*

$36,402

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

23%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

46%**

NEW ROOF

Based on the Budget adopted for 2022
**Expenses are unusually high because of the cost of the roof repair

Please contact
Valerie Dauwe

October
20th.

Annually, thousands of people tour Rumpke's landfills and recycling centers to learn more
about what happens to their trash and recycling. Make a landfill or recycling tour part of your
classroom curriculum or a learning opportunity for your organization.
Landfill Tours
A landfill tour includes a brief history of the company and an explanation of truck types. The
bus then travels around the landfill while a trained guide shows guests what happens after garbage leaves their homes. Methane gas removal and recovery, leachate (waste water) collection,
surface water controls and other points of interest, including recycling facts, are explained. The
tour concludes with a description of standard landfill closure processes and future landfill property use.
LANDFILL TOUR:

•
•
•
•
•

Tours of Rumpke’s Colerain Township
Landfill take place on Thursdays only.
Tours last approximately 1 hour.
Tours are free.
Tours are conducted year round from the safety of a bus.
At Rumpke’s Colerain Township Landfill, guests may also
request use of Rumpke’s 21-passenger bus on site. Groups
must have at least 10 tour participants.

Please contact Valerie Dauwe to sign up
513-720-6399 or unicorn22253@fuse.net

Our latest adventure in the warehouse took place on Thursday, July 14 from 1:30-3:30 PM following a time of fellowship in Mrs. Yeaggy's Kitchen.
I asked to again work pairing hosiery items rather than
taping the tops of containers. We were in a cozy area
with three tables and lots and lots of support and other
hosiery items to sort and match. In June we had this
same assignment and matched 675 pairs but this time we
matched 826 pairs.
If we have this assignment on August 11, our next
scheduled date at Matthew 25: Ministries, our goal
will be to match 1,000 pairs! To accomplish this,
we may need more than six volunteers so if you
would like to be part of this challenge, contact me
at 513-851-9835 or at jlsjks@hotmail.com.

It is always gratifying to see the support
members and friends of GCCP have for
Matthew 25: Ministries by the items that are
brought to church and placed in the marked
Containers. Because of this support, one
bag of pill bottles and 1 bag of eyeglasses
were taken to the M25M Donation Drop Off
on July 14. Keep up the good work!

These boxes and containers are located
outside The Church Office. Thanks to
Phil Haisley we now have the Greenhills
Police Department recycling for us too!!

Flowers are blooming, weeds are growing, insects abound, butterflies are present, birds are flying about, chipmunks
are scurrying from hole to hole, so all is
well in the garden areas. Three more bags of mulch have been
spread, leaving two to go. The roses have been fertilized once and
are due to be fertilized again. The Hills continue to care for the
flowers in the two planters by the glass entry doors.

With the gathering on July 31 to remember Bill Cramer, it would be
nice to have the front flower beds somewhat weed free. Thus, extra
hands would be welcome to accomplish this.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry only met once in July but will be back
on schedule in August, meeting on Tuesday, August 2 and Tuesday,
August 16 in Room 210 of the church beginning at 1:30 PM.
There are three boxes in the room that were donated over a year ago
and we have taken a cursory look at the contents of each box.
It is time for the contents to be sorted and for new homes to be
found for many of the items. We are working up the mental energy
to accomplish this task and with luck we will tackle one of the three
boxes at our August meetings.
If you would like to assist with this task or join us for
fellowship, feel free to attend either of the August
meetings.

August Scriptures: These are provided for your
personal devotions or to prepare for worship.
August 7th
9 Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 14
th

Semicontinuous: Isa. 1:1,10-20 and Ps. 50:
1-8, 22-23; Complementary: Gen. 15;1-6
and PS. 33:12-22; Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40
College and Young Adults Sunday

August 14th
10th Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 15

Semicontinuous: Isa. 5:1-7 and Ps. 80:1-2, 8-19;
Complementary: Jet. 23:23-29 and Ps. 82.
Heb. 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56
Youth in the church and World Day of Prayer for the
peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula

August 21st
11 Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 16
th

Semicontinuous: Jer. 1:4-10 and Ps. 71:1-6;
Complementary: Isa. 58:9b-14 and
Ps. 103:1-8, Heb. 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
Public Education Sunday

August 28th
12th Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 17

Semicontinuous: Jer. 2:4-13 and Ps. 81:1, 10-16
Complementary: Prov. 25:6-7 and Ps.112;
Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14
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HEAT SAFETY TIPS!!!
HEAT is the top weather killer, causing more fatalities than lightening, tornadoes, and hurricanes combined. To practice heat safety:
Review these items:


Drink more fluids, regardless of your activity level. DON’T’ wait
until you’re thirsty to drink. Keep reusable water bottles with
you to maintain hydration.



If OLDER, be especially careful to drink fluids because the
amount of water retained by the body decreases with age.
AVOID salt tablets, if possible. If your doctor has you on water
pills, ask him or her how much you should drink.
DON’T drink liquids with dehydrating caffeine, alcohol, or large
amounts of sugar. Avoid very cold drinks.
When attending events, bring a cooler of COOL drinks.
Cut back on exercising on hot days; if you need to exercise,
drink two to four glasses of COOL nonalcoholic fluids each hour.






KEEPING YOUR BODY COOL
 Dress in lightweight, light colored clothing. Wear loose clothing.
 WEAR wide-brimmed hats and sunglasses.
 CDC says fans may provide comfort, but they do not prevent heat-related illnesses if the







temperature is in the high 90s or above. Take cool showers or bath, move to airconditioned place to cool off.
STAY in the shade, especially between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M.
AVOID strenuous activities during the heat of the day.
NEVER leave anyone including animals in a parked car with the windows closed or open.
FEEL cooler, eat cooler, salads, fruit, light meals. Reduce your protein intake.
OPEN you house to the breeze after sunset, leave open till dawn.
EARLY morning, draw your shades and curtains before the temperature starts to rise.

