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“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to 
see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able 
to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able 
to finish.’” (Luke 14:28-30 NRSV).  

Jesus insists that would-be followers should think carefully about what will be required if they 
take on the yoke of Christ. I want to take that to heart. I want to be a serious disciple. But at the same 
time, I have to ask: Have any of us completely fulfilled our promises to Jesus? Can any of us read the 
Sermon on the Mount without cringing? I’d love to believe that with my last breath I’ll be able to say, 
“Lord, I’ve done everything you asked. I finished the job!” I’d like to believe that—but I know better. 

But this story of the unfinished tower is not just a warning, it’s also a promise of help. If Jesus 
urges us to count the cost before following him, surely Jesus counted the cost before undertaking our 
redemption. Jesus the Carpenter would not have promised us wholeness and salvation if he were not 
able to complete the job. Every Christian is a work in progress, and Christ will see that work through 
to the end. If we are not yet what we hope to be, we have faith that Christ will continue working on us 
until the job is done.   

We Christians are “under construction.” We are Christ’s handiwork, and the Master Carpenter 
will see us through to completion. Unless Jesus has overextended himself. Unless our Carpenter has 
promised more than he can deliver. Unless Christ has decided to cut his losses and move on to some 
other project. Could this be true? What keeps a carpenter—any carpenter—from finishing the job? 

Sometimes the builder runs out of money. Outside of Edinburgh, Scotland, on Calton Hill is a 
monument to over-enthusiasm. There should be a monument for those who died fighting Napoleon, a 
soaring church honoring brave soldiers. The cornerstone was laid in 1822. Over the next year, twelve 
pillars were raised, and then the grandiose project ran out of money ground to a halt for lack of 
additional money. Two hundred years later, those pillars stand on the skyline as reminder of dashed 
hopes and failed plans. The locals call it “Edinburgh’s Folly.”   

Could it be that Jesus doesn’t have what it takes to see the job through, to fulfill our salvation? 
No idea could be more at odds with New Testament teaching. Over and over, Scripture declares the 
boundless, inexhaustible, immeasurable bounty of Christ and his grace. “In Christ we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 
that he lavished on us.” (Ephesians 1:7-8 NRSV).  

The certainty of our salvation is guaranteed by the wealth of Christ’s grace, a wealth Christ has 
lavished on us. Our Savior doesn’t dole out forgiveness with an eyedropper, but “the grace of our 
Lord overflowed for me,” says Paul. (1 Timothy 1:14 NRSV) Indeed, Paul assures us that “the power 
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can ask or imagine.” (Ephesians 
3:20 NRSV)  

Meditate on those adjectives that describe Christ’s saving power: rich, abundant, lavish, 
overflowing, boundless, unimaginable… Does it sound as if Jesus might come up short? Hardly! His 
blood is the sufficient sacrifice for our salvation and his grace abounds far beyond the needs of our 
sinfulness. Bottom line? The Carpenter working on you and me will never file for bankruptcy. He has 
not only counted the cost, he has already paid the full price.  

Another problem that might leave a tower unfinished or job half-done is poor planning. Many 
years ago, my father was hired to build a tri-level house. The owner of the lot chose a floor plan and 
contracted with a large construction company. That company hired my father to do the job. Well into 
the construction, the client showed up one day to check things out. As he walked through the house, 
he got more and more upset. He said, “This is not the house I bought!” 

It turned out the man was absolutely right. The construction company had given my father the 
wrong plans. That was an expensive mistake. The company tore the whole thing down, poured a new 



foundation, and my dad rebuilt from scratch. If not for the fear of a lawsuit, the company might have 
cut its losses and walked away from the contract altogether, leaving behind a botched and unfinished 
house that nobody wanted.  

Could this happen to Jesus? Might our eternal destiny be in question because the Master 
Carpenter doesn’t know what he’s doing? Once again, the Bible insists that just the opposite is true. 
Christ is not making things up as he goes. He has received the plan—the eternal and God-ordained 
plan—for our salvation from his Father, and the Good Carpenter is faithfully working according to that 
plan.  

Jesus said, “I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent 
me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 
raise it up on the last day,” (John 6:38-39). Jesus is following God’s blueprint. God’s plan for you and 
me was worked out before the world began. The names of those who belong to Christ have “been 
written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb,” (Revelation 13:8 NRSV). 
From the day God laid the foundation of the universe, God already had a plan for you and me, and 
Christ will bring that plan to completion for our glory.  

One other problem might prevent a building project from reaching completion—poor 
workmanship. Friends of mine moved into a band new home, but their excitement soon dimmed when 
they discovered one mistake after another in their “finished” Dead outlets. A bedroom door that 
wouldn’t close. A kitchen window that wouldn’t open. A leaky roof. A leaky dishwasher. And my 
personal favorite: a toilet tank that filled with hot water. Clearly these were builders who didn’t care 
about their work. 

When Christ completes redemption of the world, the Son will present his workmanship to the 
Father. Can you imagine that Christ will bring less than his best to God? The renovation of the world 
is the Son’s eternal offering of love to the Father. It is his best work. 

We can put a personal face on this. Not only will Christ offer a renewed creation to God, the 
Carpenter will also present you and me to the Father. We will find our faith forever vindicated as 
Christ completes his work in us. By his saving work on the cross, Christ reconciles us to God and 
makes us the people God always intended us to be. “As a result, he has brought you into the very 
presence of God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault,” 
(Colossians 1:22 TEV).  

Let those words sink in. Christ will present us to God holy and blameless and without a single 
fault. No second-rate craftsmanship! No hidden flaws! No unfinished work! When we stand before 
God, Christ will stand beside us, proud of having completed God’s plan for our lives. What this 
Carpenter begins, he also finishes. He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion, 
(Philippians 1:6 NIV). The Master Carpenter is still working and he will continue until all his labor is 
done, his labor in me, his labor in you. Whether the task is rebuilding a universe or salvaging a single 
broken life, when Christ is on the job, the project is in good hands and the outcome is absolutely 
certain.    
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 


