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October (Noun)
Birthstone: Opal
Flower: Marigold

History/Etymology
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Middle English
Octobre, from Old
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Latin, 8th month of
the early Roman calendar, from octo;
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Fall is my favorite time of the year. I associate it with new beginnings— the beginning of the school year, primarily (I’ve always liked
school)— as well as the lead up to the holiday season of Halloween,
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year.
In the church fall means a return to things like Sunday school and
choir, as well as looking toward the end of one church year and the
beginning of another. Just as our home and work places have calendars
so does the church; only the church year begins at the end of November, with Advent. The Presbyterian church recognizes Advent, Lent,
and Ordinary Time as church year seasons as well as special days like
Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Palm Sunday, Easter
and Pentecost. Christmas is observed not only one day but as a
“season” by many Christians (12 days!) as are Epiphany, Easter, and
Pentecost. Ascension and Christ the King are two other special days
we sometimes recognize, with Christ the King marking the end of the
church year.
Sunday October 2 is World Communion Sunday, which many churches
mark with reminders of the fact that there are Christians all around
the world who participate in this ritual. It is sometimes marked by
having scripture passages read in multiple languages and having a variety of communion breads at the table during the Lord’s Supper. We in
the PCUSA also mark this date by giving to the Peace and Global Witness special offering, which goes to support projects dedicated to
peace in our communities and around the world.
GCCP is in a season of discernment right now (although, if we’re honest
should be happening all the time.) Discernment is an invitation to pay
attention to our lives in particular ways by listening to ourselves and
asking critical questions. As a congregation we take time to talk and
think and pray together about who we together, what our purpose is as
people of faith—not only individually but as a community, who is in the
community as a representation of the Christian faith.

As GCCP makes its way in the world together, with or without a pastor,
there are things that need to happen in order for church operations
to continue. Trash must be taken out, lightbulbs changed, bulletins
printed, and many other tasks must happen and must be done by someone if Greenhills is to operate as a church. There must be officers—
elders, deacons, a clerk of session and a treasurer—in order to remain
in good standing with the denomination. And bills must be paid; even
without a pastor’s salary there are budget items such as electricity
and water, trash collection, and so forth that still have to be taken
care of if the church is to exist.
To be good stewards is to keep the church going in when times are
good or bad, no matter the season the church is in people are needed
to give of time, talents and money. All important, all needed. Please
take the time to discern how you might be needed in order for the
work of the church to continue.
Peace,
Rev. Sharon

October 2nd.
Preacher

Rev. Barb Tesorero

Greeter

John Lavash

Usher

Mary Newcomer

Liturgist

Valerie Dauwe

Communion

Rudy Visnich

Christine Visnich

Mary Newcomer

MaryAnne Kizuka

Rudy Visnich

Chris Newcomer

Counters

MaryAnne K.

October 9th.
Preacher

Lee Sanders REPI

Greeter

Dot & Jim Keith

Usher

Rudy Visnich

Liturgist

Bob Sanders

Counters

Betty Hamilton

Christine Visnich

Jim Hadley

October 16th.
Preacher

Rev. Jackie Pinkowski

Greeter

Jane Steinway

Usher

Valerie Dauwe

Liturgist

Donna Hadley

Counters

Bob Sanders

Chris Newcomer
Cliff Kizuka

October 23rd.
Preacher

Rev. Gordon Jewett

Greeter

Phil Haisley

Usher

Phil Haisley

Liturgist

Lee Sanders

Counters

Phil Haisley

Mary Newcomer
Bobbe Kugele

October 30th.
Preacher

Janet Steele

Greeter

Audrey Greene

Vincent Greene

Usher

Al Hamilton

MaryAnne Kizuka

Liturgist

Sharon Bailey

Counters

Al Hamilton

Paul Odegard

Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship– Please see page 11 below on the
tour of Rumpke. October 20th, lunch to follow at Friday’s. We will be planning a
90th birthday celebration for Chris Newcomer in the near future and also, a
Christmas Luncheon.

Ministry of Facilities & Finance-The following is a summary of the items that are
presently needing attention by the Facilities Committee.
The sanctuary sound system: Mr. Harold Leist, the former sound system operator at North Presbyterian Church, visited with Cliff and me on August 21st. We
made many adjustments to the mixer and power amplifiers that made the system
work much better. There was no cost for this service; Harold enjoys this type of
work and is willing to help us anytime we need him.
Other:
I replaced two CFL light bulbs in Room 210. These are 32-watt (equivalent to a
100 watt standard bulb). I believe I used the last two of this size bulbs, and I will
see about ordering/buying more of these bulbs.
After a heavy rain recently, water was found to be standing in Fellowship Hall.
Phil and I mopped up and looked for the source of the leak. We found nothing certain, but Paul said the water is probably coming through the base of the northwest
wall of the building behind the bell stand. Another downpour occurred a few days
later, but no water came into the building. We may need professional service if
this continues to be a problem.
The Silco Fire and Security inspector visited our building last Friday. He inspected fire detection equipment and all fire extinguishers for proper functionality. No issues were noted.
The next meeting of the F & F ministry is planned for Wednesday, October 12 th,
at 7:00 PM.

Ministry of Teaching & Worship- Now that fall is here, it is time to re-establish
some conversation time after the fellowship time. The Ministry of Teaching and
Worship has expressed its openness to any ideas people may have, so please let
Bob (or Mary N., or Betty H., or Jim H., or Dot K., or me) know what you'd like to
discuss and if you'd be willing to lead a discussion.
At our first meeting, we will talked about a topic that Dot Keith shared-friendship. There are 4 articles from the New York Times that I will list below
for you to Google. If you prefer to pick up a hard copy at the church on Thursday
or Friday, let me know and we'll have them ready for you. We know about Jesus'
closest friends, so we can think about friendship from his perspective as well.
Articles (all from the New York Times, 2022):
1. How Many Friends Do You Really Need? by Catherine Pearson
2. Keep Your Friends Close, and Keep Holding Them Closer, by Trish Hall
3. The Unexpected Power of Random Acts of Kindness, by Catherine Pearson
4. What Is It About Friendships That Is So Powerful? by David Brooks
Teaching and Worship met on September 9. Planning for the new program year
was the main agenda topic, and we began by reviewing our operating procedures
for the summer. One change that has been put in place is that bulletins are now
being distributed in the Narthex - in order to relieve the congestion that occurs
at the top of the steps as we enter the sanctuary. We are also trying to do a
better job with communications to ushers, liturgists, and guest pastors in an ongoing effort to make the worship service run more smoothly in the absence of a
permanent pastor.
We also spent considerable time talking about sharing our sanctuary, and our
former bell-choir room. Brad Caldwell, worship committee people, and F&F people
have met with Lissa Ray and Daryl Davis with the result that there will be a professional bell choir using room 110 once a week for rehearsal. This room has only
been used for storage for the past several years. In exchange for using the
room, the Davis's will be working with CFE to provide bell-ringing instruction as an
option for music scholars, and also to bring back bell performances as a part of
our worship services.

In October and November, we will celebrate Stewardship.
You may ask why we “celebrate” it—isn’t that when the church
asks for money?! Yes, but the real meaning of stewardship goes
back to Genesis, when God created humans and called them to be the stewards,
the caretakers of God’s creation. So why do we “only” talk about it once a year (a
common misconception)? Aren’t we always called to be stewards of the earth and
of the many gifts God continues to give us? Yes, of course. But in the church, as
in all organizations, there are specific tasks that need a specific time assigned to
them. One of those is the stewardship campaign. It is a time when we are asked
to remember our gratefulness and to respond to God’s grace in a tangible way. If
we are to continue to be an outpost of God’s Kingdom at the corner of Winton
and Cromwell, it takes resources. We need the talents, the ideas, the time, and
the energies of all of us to continue the ministries of this congregation. But we
also need the fiscal resources.
In late October and early November, as we head toward Thanksgiving and
later toward Advent and Christmas, it is appropriate to take stock of all that we
are grateful for and to respond out of that abundance.
In the coming worship services, you will hear Moments for Stewardship,
and on November 13, we will consecrate our pledges and gifts for 2023.
May God continue to bless each of us individually and all of us communally
with opportunities to minister to the world.

Coffee, Conversations, and Christianity has begun for the fall. This is a wonderful time to gather and discuss interesting (and sometimes difficult) topics related
to our faith in a safe and loving space. On September 25, we discussed both biblical and current aspects of friendship--we are called to be in relationship with one
another!
Here is the schedule for the next several weeks. If you have an idea for a topic or
a series of sessions, please let Bob or Lee Sanders or Mary Newcomer know!
October 2: Barb Tesorero will lead a discussion of the seasons of the church, and
talk a little about World Communion Sunday
October 9: Lee will facilitate a discussion on how we can continue to be peacemakers, a follow up to World Communion Sunday. We will also talk about where we
think GCCP's 25% of the offering should go--bring your ideas!
October 16: Jackie Pinkowski will talk about what it means to be part of a
"reformed faith" and about Reformation Day (10/30)
October 23: Brad Caldwell will update us on the music scholars program--come
hear what a tremendous difference this program has made in the lives of local
students
October 30: Janet Steele will surprise us with what is sure to be an interesting
topic!

Session Highlights
September, 2022

[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a
whole and the Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]

By Betty Hamilton, Clerk

1. General Comments
Because the August meeting was late in the month, there were only three
weeks until the September meeting. Yet, a lot has happened in those three weeks.
Several of our leaders were traveling, and there was a lot of ‘subbing’ in various
roles. Somehow we survived and are now getting in gear for the beginning of fall
which means a new “program year” for the church.
2. Moderator’s News
Moderator of Session, Rev. Sharon Carter will be taking a leave of absence
from her own church for the rest of the year. She still expects to be able to
moderate our Session meetings.
3. Exploring a new relationship
The congregation that approached us about worshiping in our building will not
be joining us after all. They have found another place where they can worship in
the morning on Sunday instead of being restricted to the afternoon.
There was another significant reason why they chose not to move forward with
an arrangement at GCCP. Our Presbyterian manner of government, with its committees, ministries, boards and councils, was too cumbersome for them. We were
struggling with how to tackle problems (and who is responsible for what) while
they wanted to move forward and begin their new chapter.
4. Learning from this experience
As Clerk of Session, one of my responsibilities is to facilitate communication.
I’m going to share with you a few of the points I shared with Session at the September meeting. I’ve been thinking about how we might improve our internal communications so that our operations can be more efficient. Here are a few practical thoughts about communications:
a. When a group of people is involved, it’s best to Copy All
or Reply All so that everyone gets the same information.
b. When the work of a Ministry will affect another Ministry
or the congregation-at-large, include all in communications.
c. In most cases, a problem or situation should be taken to the responsible Ministry first. More than one
ministry can work together to solve a particular problem, especially when it affects multiple aspects of our
corporate life. The five Ministries of Session have authority to manage a lot of our operations without taking every item to the entire Session.
d. Any time we discuss a situation and suggest ways to
deal with it, those plans must always be tentative until
the responsible Committee, Ministry, or Board makes a
decision. (As Pastor Chris White often reminded us,
everyone should “stay in your lane.”)

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of August 31, 2022
Percent of the Year Elapsed

67%

Budget Needed

$104,657

Direct Income to Date*

$48,615

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

31%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

57%

* Based on Budget adopted for 2022
** Expenses are unusually high because of cost of roof repair.

Gabriella and Gabriel
Four months
As some may know I went to Pennsylvania this past
month with my sisters, and 1 brother in law. This
was the first time we have been together since the
funeral for my sister Noreen (2) in 2008. We got to
visit four homes of Frank Lloyd Wright. We went to
the Incline, beautiful scenes. We traveled to the
town of Ohiopyle, great food. We walked State St.
shops and stopped for coffee and crape’s. We also
visited the flight 93 memorial.

L to R Kathleen (1), Noreen (2)Colleen
(3) JoAnne (4) Francis (5) Me (6)
Kathleen’s husband Ron was our driver,
he is a patient man, being in a car with 4
women for seven days

Gus, Gavin and Ngenefor
Enjoying fellowship

RENEWED INTEREST
Tia Chi will continue
2nd and 4th Wednesday

of the month.
10:30-11:30 in Fellowship Hall

Stay tuned for renewed interest
lunch after class

On a recent morning in the Bell Garden two chipmunks were seen chasing each other, a baby rabbit appeared on the sidewalk, and a dead frog
was found in the parking lot. One never knows what joys will be found in
the garden.
The final bags of mulch have been spread. The roses have been fertilized for the final time this season. Most of last year's leaves have
been removed from various garden areas, just in time to receive this autumn's fallen leaves. The Peace pole in the Boy Scout garden was removed by Paul and Mary Ann Odegard, refurbished by Mick Acus, and
recently reinstalled by Paul and Mary Ann. It is beautiful and well
worth a walk down the sidewalk to appreciate it. Unfortunately, the
sprinkler system still has not been sorted out.
The Sedum Autumn Joy plants that for years have provided color in the
back of the pink dogwood have died. It is unclear what caused their demise. The red rose in the Boy Scout garden that struggled for years
has also died and has been removed.
Extra hands are always welcome during the scheduled gardening
time, each Thursday weather permitting from 9:30-11:00 AM, or
any time that fits your schedule.

Members of the GCCP Prayer Shawl Ministry continue to meet twice monthly, on
the first and third Tuesdays, to work on projects. The prayer shawls and lap
robes that we lovingly create are blessed by those in attendance who touch a
part of each completed item as a special blessing is read. The blessed items are
then incorporated into our inventory to await selection for someone in need of
the comfort such a gift can provide.
In September, several prayer shawls were selected and gifted. They went to their recipients with a special paper that includes the Prayer of Blessing that is said at the time each item is
blessed.

Do you notice the Peace Pole near the ramp to the Fellowship Hall
on the southwest corner of our building? It is surrounded by many
wonderful plants, including a peace rose. Do you remember its
origin? Back in the early 1980s, this church had a very active
Peacemaking Committee, with as many as 20 members, which met
and studied and prayed together regularly. In January 1982, Session made an official Commitment to Peacemaking. There was a
great deal of concern at the time about the nuclear arms race, and
much of the committee’s efforts (and prayers) were directed in that
way, but it also studied the many aspects of peace, including justice for all. Pim Kremer was one of the leaders of the group. The
Peace Pole was one of the results of the attention drawn to peacemaking, and a constant reminder that peacemaking is never finished.
Recently, Mick Acus refurbished the pole, which had been looking
somewhat sad, and now it looks like new. Thanks to Mick and
Jane for their efforts, and to the Odegards for their transport and
re-planting of the pole. May it inspire all of us to “refurbish” our
peacemaking efforts!

The last assignment that those representing
Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian
had before Matthew 25: Ministries closed to
volunteers in February 2020 due to the pandemic was working with pill bottles. After
more than two and a half years, our assignment on September 8 was once again working
with pill bottles.

Matthew 25: Ministries has a warehouse filled with pill bottles because
for two years they did not have a
source that would accept the separated pill
bottles. They again have a vendor so it is likely that we
may be as signed to this task in coming months.

All are welcome to join us on October 13, 2022,
from 1:30-3:30 PM for an afternoon of adventure in the
warehouse. For those who will be volunteering for the
first time, it may still be necessary to preregister.

Please contact me at
513-851-9835
Or
jlsjks@hotmail.com

for additional information.

October 20th.
Annually, thousands of people tour Rumpke's landfills and recycling
centers to learn more about what happens to their trash and recycling.
Make a landfill or recycling tour part of your classroom curriculum or a
learning opportunity for your organization.

Landfill Tours
A landfill tour includes a brief history of the company and an explanation of
truck types. The bus then travels around the landfill while a trained guide
shows guests what happens after garbage leaves their homes. Methane gas
removal and recovery, leachate (waste water) collection, surface water controls and other points of interest, including recycling facts, are explained.
The tour concludes with a description of standard landfill closure processes
and future landfill property use.
Tour:

•

Tours of Rumpke’s Colerain Township Landfill take
place on Thursdays only.

•

Tours last approximately 1 hour.

•

Tours are free.

•

Tours are conducted year round from the safety
of a bus.

•

At Rumpke’s Colerain Township Landfill, guests may also request use of Rumpke’s
21-passenger bus on site. Groups must have at least 10 tour participants.

Please contact Valerie Dauwe to sign up
513-720-6399 or unicorn22253@fuse.net

October Scriptures: These are provided for your
personal devotions or to prepare for worship.
October 2nd

17th Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 22

Semicontinuous: Lam 1:1-6 and Lam. 3:19-26 or
Ps.139; Complementary: Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and
Ps. 37:1-9; 2 Tim. 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
World Communion Sunday
Peace and Global Witness Offering

October 9th
18th Sunday after
Pentecost/
Proper 23

October 16th

19th Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 23

Semicontinuous: Jer. 31;27-34 and Ps. 119;97
-104; Complementary: Gen. 32;22-31 and PS.
121; 2 Tim 3;14-4:5; Luke 18;1-8

Semicontinuous Jer. 29;1,
4-7 and Ps. 66;1-12;
Complementary: 2 Kgs.
5;1-3, 7-15c and Ps. 111;
2 Tim. 2;8-15; Luke 17;11-19
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month observed

World Food Day; Children’s Sabbath;
Educate a Child; Transform the World

October 23rd

October 30th
21th Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 26

Semicontinuous: Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4
and Ps. 119:137-144;
Complementary: Isa. 1:10-18 and
Ps. 3:2-7; 2Thess. 1:1-4; 11-12;
Luke 19:1-10
Reformation Sunday

20th Sunday after
Pentecost/
Proper 25

Semicontinuous: Joel.
2:23-32 and Ps. 65;
Complementary: Jer.
14;17-10, 19-22 and
Ps. 84;1-7; 2
Tim 4:6-8, 16-18,
Luke 18:9-14
Young Adult
Volunteer Program

Chris Newcomer
Tom Dauwe
Emily Steinway
MaryAnne Kizuka

6
11
11
13

Tom & Valerie Dauwe
19th.

Bob & Sissy Simons
28th.
Al Hamilton
Mary Newcomer
Sharon Bailey
Jane Acus
Art
Mc McCardle

15
15
25
30
30

Myth: 'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' Is the Ultimate Halloween Story
The truth is, there are few places in the US worth visiting on Halloween more
than Sleepy Hollow, New York. The whole town gets so into the spirit of the
event, with parades, live music, haunted hayrides, haunted mansions ... it's
pretty epic. But that doesn't mean Sleepy Hollow is actually a Halloween tale.

Fact: 'The Legend Of Sleepy Hollow'
Isn't Really Set During Halloween

In John Irving's classic gothic story, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, is a short
story first published as part of a collection in 1820. It's a great story and totally one worth
sharing with the kids around this spooky holiday, but Halloween is never actually mentioned
in the tale itself.

Myth: Trick or Treating Always Happens on October 31

We all know that Halloween is always on October 31, which means that
trick-or-treating is always on that day too, right? Well, yes and no!
While most places in the US do have trick-or-treating on October 31,
there are a few places where trick-or-treating never happens on that
day. Confused? You must not be from Iowa!

Fact: Beggars Night Is a Thing

For families in some parts of New York, Iowa, Ohio, Vermont, and New
Hampshire, Halloween is Halloween, but trick-or-treating is done on
“Beggars Night” instead. Beggars Night is usually on October 29 or 30 (although the date can
vary by location and what day Halloween falls on), and was originally designed to be a safer
alternative for younger children.

Myth: Halloween Is a Uniquely American Holiday

Is Halloween as American as apple pie? Or is it actually a global event? While the US may be
the country most associated with Halloween and celebrations like trick-or-treating,
we are far from being the only country that marks the night before All Hollows Eve as
a special night.

Fact: Halloween Is Becoming a Global Event

Halloween is celebrated in several other countries, including the United Kingdom, Canada,
parts of Mexico, and some parts of Europe. Given the large cultural influence that the US has,
and the growing power of social media, dressing up for Halloween is becoming increasingly
common worldwide. The US still holds the lead on Halloween candy sales though!

