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What does ‘church’ mean to you?
Is church a necessary thing in your life, or is it something you do out of
obligation? Do you come to worship on Sunday morning with hope and expectation, or do you come because you’ve always done it? What brings you to
church for worship, for choir, for fellowship events and other church gatherings—why do you come? Church will mean different things to different people, I
know that. For some it means ‘Sunday worship’; for others, it means ‘family.’ But
what does it mean to you?
Today, I want to focus on Sunday mornings. What gets you out of bed
on a Sunday to attend worship—or what keeps you from coming?
I know there are people who just are not able to attend worship services
at Community of Faith anymore. I get it, and I’m not thinking of you when I ask
these questions. I also know there are folks who attend week in and week out,
missing only when they’re sick or out of town. I appreciate you all very much!
But there are some who come only occasionally, and while I can’t know
what’s in your hearts and minds that keeps you from coming regularly, you’re
the ones I’m thinking of as I write this. Because I want you to know something:
Worship is important, and it is important that you come to worship
as often as you can.
Worship is important because it allows us to reconnect with God,
Christ and Spirit in a way that we can’t do on our own. Through music,
laughter, confession; through hearing scripture read and reading it ourselves we
become vulnerable and open to the movement of God in our souls in a particular way. Worship makes us think, makes us feel, and connects us to our own
inner spiritual life. We also connect with our church family and friends which is
strengthens relationships and ultimately strengthens our faith.
And there’s another thing that happens when everyone is at church
together: it boosts the morale of those who do attend, week in and week
out. If you aren’t a regular attendee, do you realize what it costs the fellowship
when you aren’t there? In a small church it is especially evident when people are
absent. But do you realize what a difference it makes when there are 40 or 50
people in worship versus 20 or 25? How much more energy there is in the worshiping community, how much more life? When you don’t come to worship you
are missed, both for the energy you bring and what others are able to share
with you.
I know that people are busy these days and sometimes Sunday morning
seems like the only day to sleep in or do errands or spend time with family. But
you can sleep in and make it to a 10:30 worship service. You can attend worship
and do errands in the afternoon. You can go to Starbucks for your coffee and
still make it to church. You can attend with your family and share family time
together in the pews.
I’d like to challenge you who are occasional attendees to increase your
attendance between now and the end of the year. If you haven’t been in a while,
stop by for a visit. If you come once or twice every 6 months, try to make it 3 or
4 times. If you come once or twice a month, make it three times. Increase your
worship attendance just as you might increase your financial pledge. Because
church isn’t something we do when it’s convenient. It’s a commitment—a commitment worth honoring for ourselves, our families, our fellow congregants, and
the God who loves us all very much.
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!
Rev. Sharon
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Clerk of Session– See session notes
Ministry of Congregational Care & Fellowship: see page below

on Rumpke Tour

Ministry of Facilities & Finance– The following is a summary of the items that are presently
needing attention by the Facilities Committee.
1) Lights in hallway over offices need repair; more wrong than replacing bulbs. 8/24: Paul and
Maryann are working on this job. New lights were installed; some repair to the ceiling tiles is
pending.
2) The sanctuary sound system needs maintenance. As you’ve probably noticed, the feedback
squeal occurs even at very moderate settings of the various microphone levels. I have contacted the former sound technician at North church who is willing to look over our system
and advise as to what it needs. Items in need of periodic replacement:
3) Filters in main furnaces: Twice per year optimally. The AprilAire filters in the large furnace are
expensive – near $100.00 for a set. The secondary filters are of a common household type;
much less expensive.
4) Pads in the Automatic Electronical Defibrillator every two years. Lee or I can look up the last
order for price estimate. Question: should we continue to maintain them?
5) There is a leak in the corner of the furnace room wall that is creating a mold problem. This
received a comment from the HSB inspector on his last visit on July 15th. A copy of his report can be requested.
6) Lissa Ray examined the Bell Room, #110 on a recent visit. I received no feedback from her
about the room or the cleanup project that Darryl and she hope to have space for that bell
choir to rehearse.
7) This short list is only a partial list of Facility maintenance needs. As other needs are brought
to my attention, they will be included in future reports.
Ministry of Teaching & Worship– Teaching and Worship Committee met on 8/5 for its regular
monthly meeting. Under the broad category of communications we discussed the many ways
we are doing things differently post-pandemic. This includes written and electronic communications including e-mailings, snail mailings of bulletins, cover letters, and sermons to shut-ins,
and zoom transmission of live services, as well as changes in the Order of Worship on Sunday. We agreed that the extra communication tools have value and should be continued. But, it
means we are stretched pretty thin, especially during the summer when we seem to spend much
of our time finding the many substitute volunteers needed. I feel like we've been in maintenance mode for most of the summer - trying to keep various wheels from falling off.
One new project is readying our old bell choir room to be used by a new bell choir. A bell choir
led by Lissa Ray and Darryl Davis will be using this room once a week and will be working with
CFE to provide bell choir training for music scholars in the future. We will benefit by having periodic bell choir performances in our worship services once again! Lee Sanders has been organizing the clean-up of the room which Brad Caldwell and Howard Helvey have already started. Paul Odegard has been consulting on disposal of items that have gathered in that
room. The new bell choir will help with the rest, including some room remodeling.
Bob Sanders, for the Teaching and Worship Committee.

Session Highlights
August 2022
By Betty Hamilton, Clerk
[Note: This report focuses on the activities of the Session as a whole and the Committees and Partnerships that report to Session other than the five Ministries.]

1. Scheduling/Sympathies
The August meeting was late this month. We postponed it to accommodate our moderator,
Rev. Sharon Carter. She had to be out-of-town due to the death of her father. She has lost both of her
parents just a few months apart. Our sympathies and prayers go out to her.

2. Exploring a new relationship
Over the last few weeks, members of the Facilities and Finance Ministry have been talking about
a request from a small, non-denominational congregation to worship in our sanctuary on Sunday afternoons. At the regular Session meeting, the Session approved the idea in principle. This means that
we can move forward with working out details so that we can develop a written agreement. A background check is in progress. We expect to finalize an arrangement for only six months at a time.
We understand that there are mixed feelings among us regarding this type of venture. Session
has talked about pros and cons. We have learned from previous experience and believe that we can be
better managers this time entering into a new relationship. One big advantage is that communications
should be easier because both congregations speak the same language.
As always, if you have questions or suggestions, feel free to contact any member of Session.

3. Deacon’s Report
MaryAnne continues to keep in touch with people who need our care and prayers. There was an
outbreak of COVID among our congregation recently. Apparently, the cases were mild, and people are
recovering well. There is good news regarding other recent illnesses and surgeries. At this time, a number of people are traveling to be with family and friends – some for special occasions of joy or sadness.

4. PNC
The Committee continues to work through the process of contacting potential candidates by phone and Zoom. Sometimes it is frustrating that it takes so long. Rev. Sharon Carter visited one of the PNC
meetings as a consultant. She believes that our committee is doing all they
can do. We all just need to be patient, waiting for God to work his purpose
out for our situation. Remember to pray for the church and the individual
members of the Committee.

Stewardship of Pledges & Offerings - as of July 31, 2022*
Percent of the Year Elapsed

58%

Budget Needed

$90,599

Direct Income to Date*

$40,417

Percent of Anticipated Income Received

26%

Percent of Anticipated Expenses to Date

49%**

* Based on Budget adopted for 2022
** Expenses are unusually high because of cost of roof repair.

Celebration of the Life of
Dr. William Douglas Cramer
April 1, 1942 – July 5, 2022
Bill and Karen Cramer were members of Greenhills Community Church, Presbyterian for
many years. They both were involved in many functions, Bill could often be found fixing or arranging many
things in the church. They both served on several boards. They were heavily in-volved in the Holiday Bazaar,
and Vacation Bible School, They played a huge role in bringing our Cameroon families to this country and to
our church. They were a joy in our church. Several years ago they made the decision to move to Charlottesville
Va. to be closer to family where they continued their outreach in the new community.
On July 31, 2020 we said good-bye to Bill in a GCCP tradition. Judy Little, a former member, led the service,
with readings and poems from family and friends. Also former member of GCCP and friends of the Cramer’s,
Pat O’Neal and friends, put together a wonderful spread of food. Gus Ngong also provided music. Included are
a few photos of the service.

Process for Calling a Pastor
01/01/2021-Mission Study Team completes their work Committee on Ministry
(COM) approves the study.
04/25/2021-Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) elected by congregation.
05/03/2021-PNC met with Presbytery (EP) & COM Liaison.
05/10/2021-PNC developed plan for every phase of search.
07/12/2021-PNC completed the Ministry Information Form (MIF) & Job Description; approved by COM.
07/20/2021-GCCP Session determined we could only afford a part-time pastor.

08/16/2021-PNC changed the MIF and JD from full-time to part-time pastor.
09/15/2021-The MIF was posted on-line and the first 5 “Personal Information
Forms (PIFs) received. Over 40 PIFs were received, reviewed, and few were
for PT. EP suggested changing the MIF to a search for a FT pastor.
01/20/2022-Session agreed and the MIF was changed again, to request a FT
Pastor.
Presently –The PNC continues to receive, review, screen PIF’s, since changing
to FT in February.
To Date:
Total PIFs = 82,
08/19/2022 Candidates called = 38,
Zoom Interviews = 3,
In-person Interviews = 2

The plan to have the garden areas looking their best for the July 31st Memorial Service
for Bill Cramer took an unexpected detour when a crew from Anderson Irrigation began
work on the Thursday before the service to replace and expand the sprinkler system. There had been no communication that this project was in the works.
Many plants were dug up by the crew as they replaced and added new lines and sprinkler heads. Most plants were carefully replaced by the crew, but there were some plants
that were broken or that were completely uprooted. These damaged and uprooted
plants along with discarded roots, wood pieces, and other debris dug up during the
work had to be dealt with after the project was completed. Time will tell how much dieoff there may be among the plants involved in the work.
The roses have been fertilized for the second time, the dwarf
Alberta spruce has been treated for mites, the dead holly bush
has been removed, and weeds, spent stalks, and last fall's leaves
continue to be eliminated. As time and weather permit, the remaining two bags of mulch will be spread.

The scheduled gardening time is each
Thursday morning, weather permitting,
from 9:30-11:00 AM. Extra help is welcome.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry met twice in August, on the
2nd and 16th. At our August 2nd meeting, we welcomed
Karen Cramer, longtime member now living in Virginia,
who brought us 3 triangular shawls and 4 lap robes to
bless and add to our inventory. We were also able to go
through the three boxes in Room 210 that have been
waiting for attention. We sorted, organized and rehoused
the contents of the boxes. It was a joy to finally tackle this
project.

MATTHEW 25: MINISTRIES
On August 11, seven volunteers representing Greenhills Community
Church, Presbyterian spent two hours at Matthew 25: Ministries
working with pads. When we arrived for our assignment, there were
no support hose in sight so there was no opportunity to challenge
our previous record of matched pairs. We were assigned to the pad
area where we sorted those pads that could be used from those that
could not. We made a very small dent in the many bales of pads in
that area. We were told that this is Matthew 25's most requested
product as there are many uses for the "good" pads which are sent
to a variety of institutions.

Our next scheduled date at Matthew 25 is Thursday, September 8,
from 1:30-3:30 PM. For those with the time and interest to eat in the
cafe beforehand, we will meet in the lobby at 12:40 PMto enjoy a
meal and conversation. New volunteers are always welcome.

For additional information,
contact me at 513-851-9835
or at jlsjks@hotmail.com.

Blessing of the Ngong Twins
July 31, 2022
Gabriel (Gab)

Gabriella (Gabby)

OCTOBER 20TH
Annually, thousands of people tour Rumpke's landfills and recycling centers to learn more
about what happens to their trash and recycling. Make a landfill or recycling tour part of your
classroom curriculum or a learning opportunity for your organization.

Landfill Tours
A landfill tour includes a brief history of the company and an explanation
of truck types. The bus then travels around the landfill while a trained guide shows guests what
happens after garbage leaves their homes. Methane gas removal and recovery, leachate (waste
water) collection, surface water controls and other points of interest, including recycling facts,
are explained. The tour concludes with a description of standard landfill closure processes and
future landfill property use.

October 20th. Mark you calendars 11:00 am
Lunch after the tour
landfill tour:

•

Tours of Rumpke’s Colerain Township Landfill take place on Thursdays only.

•

Tours last approximately 1 hour.

•

Tours are free.

•

Tours are conducted year round from the safety of a bus.

•

At Rumpke’s Colerain Township Landfill, guests may also
request use of Rumpke’s 21-passenger bus on site. Groups must
have at least 10 tour participants.

Please contact Valerie Dauwe to sign up
513-720-6399 or unicorn22253@fuse.net

September Scriptures: These are provided for your
personal devotions or to prepare for worship.
September 4th
13 Sunday after Pentecost/
th

Proper 18
Semicontinuous: Jer. 18:1-11 and PS. 139:1-6,
13-18; Complementary: Deut. 30:15-20
And Ps. 1; Phlm.1:1-21: Luke 14:25-33
Season of Peace Begins

September 11th
14th Sunday after Pentecost/

Proper 19
Semicontinuous: Jer. 4;11-12, 22-28 and Ps. 14:
Complementary: Ex. 32:7-14 and Ps. 51:1-10;
Tim. 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10
Disability Inclusion
Sunday

September 18th
15 Sunday after Pentecost/
th

Proper 20
Semicontinuous: Jer. 8:18-9;1 and Ps. 79:1-9;
Complementary: Amos 8:4-7 and Ps. 113;
1 Tim. 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
Theological Educational Seminaries,
Christian and Citizen Sunday;
Evangelism Sunday

September 25th
16 Sunday after Pentecost/
Proper 21
th

Semicontinuous: Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15 and
Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16, Complementary:
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 and Ps. 146; 1Tim.
66-19; Luke 16:19-31
Gift of New Immigrants

Jane Jandacek

3

Jim Hadley

7

Ron & Jane

Bob Sanders

7

Jandacek

Chris & Mary

Jane Steinway

7

4th.

Newcomer

Angie Holt

18

John Lavash

25

17th.

Debbie Tenhover 29

APPLES, APPLES, AND MORE APPLES
When and how to pick apples: There are

some clues to look for when checking to see if apples are
ready for harvest. The fruits’ skin color will deepen. Fruits
at the side and tops of the trees will usually ripen first
because they receive the most sunlight. Never tug an
apple from a tree, instead, cup it in the palm of your
hand, and lift up, and twist it gently.

Storing Apples: Stored correctly, most varieties

of late season apples should safely keep to the end of
the year; and some as long as next spring. Only store
apples that are not bruised or blemished. Only store in a
dark, well-ventilated, cool but nor frost free place, such
as a garage or shed.

Freeze Apples: You can freeze apples for use in baking, smoothies, jam, jelly
and applesauce. Core and peel the apples, cut them into slices and coat them with
lemon juice to prevent discoloring. Place your apples slices onto a cookie sheet,
then put them in the freezer. Once frozen, transfer them to a freezer bag or container. This prevents the slices from freezing in a clump.

Apple Dump Cake:
1 Cake mix Yellow or white
1 Stick of butter
1 Can apple pie mix
1 8x8 baking dish

1) Preheat oven 350 degrees
2) Melt butter in microwave.
3) A couple of teaspoons of melted butter to grease the
baking dish.
4) Dump the apple pie filling into the baking dish, spread
over dish.
5) Dump the cake mix on top of the apples, spread it out
over the apples.
6) Spread left over melted butter over the top of the
cake mix.
7) Bake 40 -45 min depending on your oven.

