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“What are you looking for?”  These are the first words Jesus speaks in John’s gospel. 
 
When John the Baptist points out Jesus and proclaims that he is the Lamb of God, two of John’s 
disciples begin following Jesus.  Jesus turns and asks them “What are you looking for?” 
 
They answer with “where are you staying?”  That’s a rather odd answer, isn’t it. But it’s one which 
seems to imply that what they are looking for is to be with him, to follow him.  Jesus’ response is 
“Come and see.” 
 
It would appear that the first disciples were not called to something or somewhere in particular – they 
were called to go anywhere Jesus might lead.  We do not always know what we are looking for or 
where we will be asked to go when we first make the decision to follow Christ.  What decisions will be 
demanded of us? What things might we have to give up? 
 
“Come and see,” Jesus says.  Come and get to know me. Go where I go.  See what I do. Listen to 
what I say. 
 
The year is 1956 and the place is Birmingham, Alabama.  The famous Montgomery Bus Boycott was 
just getting underway.   
 
David Garrow, in his Pulitzer Prize winning biography of Martin Luther King, Jr. tells of a major 
spiritual crisis experienced by the 28-year-old King.  As the protest gained momentum, Dr. King’s 
home phone rang day and night with threatening and obscene phone calls. There was one late-night 
phone call however that rattled him to the core.   The caller warned him that if he wanted to leave 
Montgomery alive, he’d better leave soon.  "…if you aren’t out of this town in three days, we’re going 
to blow your brains out, and blow up your house."  Thinking he was tough enough to not let it get to 
him, King went on to bed that night……but he could not sleep.   
 
Eleven years later, he told the story of getting up and out of bed late that night, going into the kitchen, 
making a cup of coffee, and sitting at the kitchen table to try to sort things out in his mind. "It was 
around midnight," King recalled as he reflected back on this turning point in this spiritual and 
prophetic life. "You can have some strange experiences at midnight," he said.  
 
“I sat there and thought about a beautiful little daughter who had just been born . . . . She was the 
darling of my life. And I sat at that table thinking about that little girl and thinking that she could be 
taken from me any minute.  And I started thinking about a dedicated, devoted, and loyal wife, who 
was over there asleep. And she could be taken from me, or I could be taken from her.” 
 
“And I got to the point that I couldn’t take it any longer. I was weak. And I discovered then that religion 
had to become real to me, and I had to know God for myself. And I bowed down over that cup of 
coffee. I never will forget it . . . . I prayed a prayer, and I prayed out loud that night. 
 
“I said, ‘Lord, I’m down here trying to do what’s right. I think I’m right. I think the cause that we 
represent is right. But Lord, I must confess that I’m weak now. I’m faltering. I’m losing my courage.’” 



Then it happened. King continues:  “And it seemed at that moment that I could hear an inner voice 
saying to me: ‘Martin Luther, stand up for righteousness. Stand up for justice. Stand up for 
truth. And lo, I will be with you, even until the end of the world.’ I heard the voice of Jesus saying 
still to fight on. He promised never to leave me, never to leave me alone. No never alone. No never 
alone. He promised never to leave me alone, never to leave me alone.” 
 
Historian David Garrow reports that this remarkable experience gave Dr. King new strength and 
courage. Martin Luther King, Jr. could have given up that night. Sitting at his kitchen table in middle of 
the night, he realized how costly it might become for him to live out his faith.   
 
Maybe he had never allowed himself to imagine just how dangerous it could become following Christ.  
But, when he could have given up, he went to God in prayer instead. The 28-year-old pastor 
persevered, the boycott continued, and the rest is an extraordinary chapter in human history. 
 
We don’t always know where we will be asked to go when we make the commitment to follow Christ.  
Even the wisemen who were told to follow a star, still had to go home by an unanticipated route. 
None of us can ever know where things will lead.  And even if we think we know, we often find out 
later that God called us to a particular place at a particular time for a very different reason. 
 
Those first disciples were not called to go somewhere in particular—they were called to go anywhere 
Jesus might lead. When he asked them “what are you looking for?” They didn’t answer, probably 
because they didn’t know the answer. Instead, they asked him where he was staying. And Christ said 
to them, “come and see.”  
 
“Come and see.”  Three simple words. “Come and see.” 
 
That might also be what Christ says to us today in our modern world: “Come and see.” Most of us are 
not called by Christ with a check list of what to do with the rest of our lives.  Most of us are invited by 
Christ to come and reside with him, to stay with him, to find him as our safe haven in the storms of 
our lives. 
 
We are not asked to formulate our skill set first, and then sign on to our discipleship jobs once we 
have our act all together.  Rather, we are asked to come and get to know Christ, we are invited into a 
relationship with him, to go to where he lives, whether we feel ready or not.  
 
This is often why a sense of call can be both frightening and frustrating. We might know something 
very powerful is going on, something that will require our entire being. But we usually don’t get a step 
by step check list of how it is all going to add up – we don’t get a definition of what our “call” will 
produce. 
 
You and I have been taught to look for immediate results – that is how we measure the value of 
things…what does it mean for us NOW, not later. Yet, Jesus says “come and see.” Come and learn 
more about me. Get to know me. Listen to what I teach.  See what I do. 
 
The first disciples went with him and simply stayed with him.  They don’t get their “job descriptions” 
until much later.  Jesus didn’t expect them to produce results, or to even fully understand what was 
going on. 
 
To be called into a relationship with Christ, to be called to follow, to enter into a sense of mystery.  
You move out, full speed ahead into unchartered territory, into a place you have probably never gone 
before.  Along the way, we will come to a better understanding of who Christ is, what it means to be 
faithful to him and what he needs from us.   



Answering the call to follow Christ, becomes a daily decision reaffirmed in the little details of every 
choice we make.  How much we consume, what and how we buy, where we live, where we eat, 
where we work, how we treat others.  Each day, in every hour we are exposed to the world’s 
demands and we have to choose whether we want to follow Christ or the world.  Each day we have to 
decide. Do we choose love or hatred? Forgiveness or bitterness? Do we choose patience or 
judgment? Kindness or selfishness? Gentleness or force? To the best of our abilities, each day we 
have to decide to follow or to stay behind. 
 
In order to follow, it is important for us to take time to “reside” in Christ’s presence, to go and be (or 
“abide”) with him.  This is what Martin Luther King did while sitting in his kitchen at midnight.  He took 
time to stay awhile in God’s presence.  He prayed. 
 
He wasn’t sure he could continue in what he felt was his call, he wasn’t sure he was strong enough. 
So, he took time to pray.   He took time to be in God’s presence. 
 
But, here’s the thing….even then, God doesn’t always tell us the full plan.   As one of my best friends 
put it:  “we are on a “need to know” basis. Faith has never been a matter of knowledge or analytics.  
It’s a matter of trust.  Following Christ is a matter of blind trust at times.  We cannot always be sure 
where Christ will lead us.   We cannot always be sure what we will be asked to do. 
 
Fortunately, for you and for me – we do not fly solo in this venture. The Holy Spirit is constantly 
working on us to keep us on the right path. And we travel this journey in the company of the 
community of faith.  When we aren’t sure if we are reading the signals right, when we are confused or 
feel too weak for the task at hand, we have the blessing of prayer and community.  When it comes to 
making and keeping the faith, we need each other.  We are at our best when we are doing it together. 
 
The last couple of weeks have been filled with images that reminded us how important a sense of 
community is.  The news provided us with images of leaders who, for whatever reasons, could not 
find a way into a united community, vote after vote.  Contrasted against this were images of 
competing football players, putting aside team identity in order to take a knee and pray for an injured 
player.   
 
When it comes to keeping the faith, we need each other – for discernment, for encouragement, for 
comfort. 
 
It is my hope for your congregation that you will always find the willingness and the commitment to 
work together, to value each other and to live together in a way that any visitor might be able to 
“come and see” what it means to follow Christ.  Amen. 
 


